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F this Counſel or this Work be of Men, it will come to 
nought : but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it:? 
teſt haply ye be found even to fight againſt God, 

| Acts v. 38, 39. 
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1. HEN at firſt men began to lay to my 
charge, things which 1 knew not, I 
often thought, © Had I but two or three intimate 


friends, who knew what my life and converſa- 


tion were, they might eaſily ſpeak what they had 
ſeen and heard, and all ſuch alperſions would fall 
to the ground,” But I perceived my miſtake, 
as [001 as I had two or three, who were my 
friends indeed, not in name only, For a way 
was eaſily found to prevent their being of any 
ſuch uſe as I once imagined they would be, 
This wes done at a firoke, and that once for all, 
by giving them and me a new name: a name, 
which however inſignificant in itſelf, yet had this 
peculiar effect, utterly to diſable me from remov- 
ing, whatever accuſation might for the time to 
come be caſt upon me, by invalidating a!! which 
thoſe who knew me beſt, were able to ſay in m 
behalf: nay, which any others could ſay, For 
how notorious 1s it, that if any man dare to 
open his mouth in my favour, it needs only be 
replied, © I ſuppoſe you are a Methodiſt too,“ 
and all he has ſaid is to pals for nothing, 


2. Hence, on the one hand, many who knew 
what my converſation was, were alraid to deelare 
the truth, leaſt the fame reproach ſhould fall upon 


2, them ; 
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them: and thoſe few who broke through this 

fear, were ſoon diſabled from declaring it with 
effect, by being immediately ranked with him 
they defended. What impartial man then can 
refuſe to ſay, It is permitted to thee to anſwer 
for thyſelf. Only do not add, But, © Thou 
ſhalt not perſuade me, though thou doſt per- 
ſuade me: I am reſolved to think as I did be- 
fore.“ Not ſo, if you are a candid man. You 
have heard one fide already. Hear the other. 
Weigh both. Allow for human weakneſs. And 


then judge as you deſire to be judged. 
g. What I deſign in the following extract is, 


openly to declare to all mankind, What it is that 
the Methodiſts (ſo called) have done, and are 
doing now: or rather, What it is that God hath 
done, and is ſtill doing in our land. For it is 
not the work of man which hath lately appeared. 
All who calmly obſerve it muſt ſay, this is the 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 


4. Such a work this hath been in many re- 
ſpedts, as neither we nor our fathers had known. 
Not a few whoſe ſins were of the moſt flagrant 
kind, drunkards, {wearers, thieves, whore- 
mongers, adulterers, have been brought from 
darkneſs unto light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God. Many of theſe were rooted in their 
wickedneſs, having long gloried in their ſhame, 
perhaps for a courſe of many years, yea even to 
hoary hairs. Many had not ſo much as a notio— 
nal faith, being Jews, Arians, Deiſts or Atheiſts. 
Nor has God only made bare his arm in theſe 
Jaſt days, in behalf of open publicans and fin- 
ners; but many of the phariſees alſo have be- 
lieved on him, of the righteous that needed no 


repentance : and having received the * of 
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death in themſelves, have then heard the voice 
that raiſeth the dead: have been made partakers 
of an inward, vital religion, even righteouſneſs 


and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 


5. The manner wherein God hath wrought 
this work, is as flrange as the work itſelf. In 
any particular ſoul, it has generally, if not-al- 
ways, been wrought in one moment. As the 


lightning ſhining from heaven, ſo was the com- 


ing of the Son of Man, either to bring peace or 
a ſword; either to wound or to heal, either to 
convince of ſin, or to give remiſſion of fins in 
his blood. And the other circumſtances attend- 
ing it have been equally remote from what hu- 


man wiſdom would have expected. So true is 


that word, My ways are not as your ways, nor 
my thoughts as your thoughts. 


6. Theſe extraordinary circumſtances ſeem to 


have been deſigned by God, for the further ma- 


nifeſtation of his work, to cauſe his power to be 


| known, and to awaken the attention of a drowly 
world. And yet even from theſe, ſome have 


drawn their grand objection againſt the whole 
work. We never ſaw it, ſay they, on this 


faſhion. Therefore, the work is not of God. 


To prove which farther, they have not only 


- greatly miſrepreſented many circumſtances that 


really were, but have added many that were not, 
often without any regard either to truth or pro- 
bability. A bare recital of thoſe facts which 
were not done ina corner, is the beſt anſwer to 
this fort of objections. To thoſe which have 
been judged to be of more weight, I have occa- 
flonally given a more particular anſwer. 


Yet I know even this will by. no means ſatisfy 
A 3 the 
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the far greater part of thoſe who are now offend- 


ed. And for a plain reaſon, becauſe they will 
never read it: they are reſolved to hear one 


ſide, and one only. I know alſo, that many 
who do read it, will be juſt of the ſame mind 


they were before: becauſe they have fixt their 
judgment already, and do not regard any thing 
which ſuch a fellow can ſay. Let them ſee to 
that. I have done my part. I have delivered 
mine own ſoul. Nay, I know that many will be 
greatly offended, at this very account. It mult 
be ſo from the very nature of the things, which 
are therein related. And the beſt appellation I 
expect from them is, that of a fool, a madman, 


an enthuſiaſt. All that in me lies is, to relate 


{imple truth, in as inoffenſive a manner as I can. 


Let God give it the effect which pleaſeth him, 


and which is molt for his glory! 


8. May he who hath the keys of the houſe of 
David, who openeth and no man ſhutteth, open 
a great and effectual door by whom it pleaſeth 
him, for his Everlaſting Goſpel! May he ſend 
by whom he will ſend, fo it may run and be 
glorified more and more! May he ride on, con- 
quering and to conquer, until the fulneſs of the 
Gentiles be come in; and the earth be full of 
the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the ſea 
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Q ATURD AV, Auguſt 12, about ſeven in the 

evening we came to Neu-Azrche, à town about 
twenty-four miles from Hernhuth. Mr. Schneider 
(the miniſter of it who had deſired us to take his 
houſe in our way) was not at home: but we found 
one Mr, Manetius there, the miniſter of a neigh- 
bouring town who walked with us in the mornin 
ten miles, to Hauſwalde, where he lived. He told 
us, That the Lutherans as well as the Papifts, 
were 1rreconcilable enemies to the brethren of 
Hernhuth : that the generality of the Lutheran 
clergy, were as bitter againſt them as the 7e/uits 
themſelves: that none of his neighbours durſt go 
thither (unleſs by ſtealth) being ſure of ſuffering 
for it, if diſcovered; that to prevent any of Herne 
huth from coming to them, the EleQor had forbid, 
under a ſevere penalty, any number of perſons, 
exceeding three, to meet together on a religious 
account ; and that he himſelf, for having a little 
Society in his own pariſh, had been ſummoned 
to appear before the Conſiſtory at Dreſden.” Yea 
let the Kings of the earth ſtand up and the Rulers 
take counſel together againſt his anointed ! He that 
fitteth in heaven ſhall laugh them to ſcorn ; the Lord 
all have them in deriſion. 


We 
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We leſt Hauſwalde in the afternoon, and in the 
evening came to Dreſden, But the officer at the 
ate would not ſuffer us to come in; fo that we 
were obliged to go on to the next village: which 
leaving early in the morning, on Thurſday in the 
afternoon we came to Leipſig. 


We were now kept only an hour at the gate, 


and then conducted to Mr. Arnold's, who had 
invited us when we were in the town before, 
to make his hauſe our home, A few we found 
here too, who deſire to know nothing but Jeſus 
Chriſt and him crucified, And from them we had 
Jetters to Halle, whither we came on Friday 18. 
But the King of Pruſſia'e tall men {who kept the 
ates) would not ſuffer Mr. Brown to come in. 
le they admitted (in honour of my profeſſion) 
aſter I had waited about two hours: and one of 
them went with me to the Prince of Heſſe, who 
aſter a few queſtions, gave me leave to lodge in 
the city. Thence he ſhewed we to Mr. Got/chalck's 
lodgings, to whom I had letters from Leipſig. He 
read them and ſaid, © My brother, what you find 
here, you will uſe as your own. And if you want 
any thing elſe, tell us and you ſhall have it.” 
I told them, “My companion was without the 
gate.” They ſoon procured admittance for him, 
And we were indeed at home; for 1 have hardly 


ſeen ſuch little children as theſe, even at Fernhuth, 


Saturday 19. I waited on Profeſſor Franche, who 
behaved with the utmoſt humanity; and aſter- 
wards on Profeſſor Knapfe, to whom allo I am 
indebted for his open, triendly behavicur. Be- 
tween ten and eleven ſeven of the brethren tet 
out with us, one of whom went with us two days 
Journey, It was the duſk of the evening on 


Sunday 20, when, wet and weary, we reached 


Jena. | | | 
Monday 21. We viſited the ſchools there; the 
riſe of which (as we were informed) was occahonad 


thus; | 
About 


F y , 


19 I 

About the year 1704, Mr. Stoltius, a Student at 
Zena, began to ſpeak of faith in Chriſt; which 
he continued to do, till he took his Maſter's 
Degree, and read publick Lectures. About twelve 
or fifteen Students were awakened and joined with 
him in prayer and building up one another, At 
this (after various calumnies ſpread abroad and 
perſecutions occaſioned thereby) the Conſiſtory 
was offended, and iſſued out a commiſſion to ex- 
amine him, In conſequence of the report made 
to the Conſiſtory by theſe Commiſſioners, he was 
forbid to read any publick Lectures, or to hold any 
meetings with his friends, Not long after an 
order was given, by which he was excluded from 
the holy communion. He was alſo to have been 
expelled the Univerſity ; but this he prevented by 
a voluntary retirement, 

Yet one of the Commiſſioners, who had been 
ſent by the Duke of Weymar one of the lords of 
Jena) informed the Duke that according to his 
judgment Stoltius was an innocent and holy man, 
On this the Duke ſent for him to Weymar, and 
fixed him in a living there. There likewiſe he 
awakened many, and met with them to pray and 
read the Scriptures together, But it was not long 
that the city could bear him, For he boldly 
rebuked all vice, and that in all perſons, neither 
ſparing the Courtiers, nor the Duke himſelf. 
Conſequently his enemies every where increaſed, 
and many perſecutions followed. In fine, he was 
forbid to have any private meetings, and was to 
have been depoſed from the miniſtry ; when God 
calling him to himſelf, took him away from the 
evil to come, 7 

Before Stoltius left Jena, Budæus alſo began to 
preach the real goſpel, as did Chrifttus ſoon after; 
whereby ſome awakening continued till the year 
1724. A few of the townſmen then agreed, to 
maintain a Student, to be a ſchoolmaſter for ſome 
poor children, They afterwards kept ſeveral 
ſchoolmaſters: but about 1728, all of them going 

away, 


RES 
away, the ſchool was broke up, and the children 
quite neꝑlected. Profeſſor Budens being informed 
of this, earneſtly recommended the conlideration 
of it to the Students in his houſe : and about ten 
of them, among whom was Mr. Shangenberg, took 
upon them{'elves the care of thoſe children, Their 
number ſoon increaſed, which gave great oflence 
to the other ſchoolma ters in the town; and not 
long after to the Mzgiſtrates of the town, and to 
the Senate of the Univerſity. The offence ſoon 
ſpread to the Paſtors, the Profeſſors, the Conſiſtory, 
and the Princes who are Lords of Jena, But it 
Pleaſed God to move one of them, the Prince of 
Eiſenach, who had the chief power there, to ſtop 
the open perſecution, by forbidding either the 
Senate or Confitory to moleſt them, He likewiſe 
wholly exempted them ſor the time to come from 
the juriſdiftion of beth, ordering that all com- 
2 againſt them for the time to come ſhould 
e cognizable only by himſelf, But during the 

perſecution, the number of ſchools was increaſed 
from one to three, (one in each ſuburb of the city) 
the number of teachers to above thirty, and of 
Children to above three hundred, 

There are now thirty-one conſtant Teachers, 
ten in each ſchool, and three or four ſupernu- 
merary, to ſupply accidental defects. Four of the 

- maſters are appointed to puniſh, who are affixt to 
no one ſchool. Each of the ſchools being divided 
into two claſſes, and taught five hours a day, every 

one of the thirty maſters has one hour in a day 
to teach. All the maſters have a conference about 
the ſchools every Monday. They have a ſecond 
meeting on Thurſday, chiefly for prayer. And a 
third every Saturday. | | 

Once in half a year they meet to fill up the 

places of thoſe maſters who are gone away. And 

the number has never decreaſed ; freſh ones ſtill 
offering themſelves, as the former leave the 

Univerſity, | 

The preſent method wherein they teach 1s this. 

DE There 
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There are always two Claſſes in each ſchool. In 
the lower, children from fix to ten or twelve 
years old are taught to read. They are then 
removed to the other Claſs, in which are taught, 
The Holy Scriptures, Arithmetic, and whatever 
elſe it may be uleful for children to learn. 

In the morning from eight to nine they are all 
catechized, and inſtructed in the firſt Principles of 
Chriſtianity, either from Luther's ſmaller Cates 
chiſm, or from ſome. texts of Holy Scripture, | 

From nine to ten the ſmaller children are taught 
their letters and ſyllablesß and the larger read the 
Bible, From ten to eleven thole in the lower 
Claſs learn and repeat ſome ſelett verſes of Hol 
Scripture, chiefly relating to the foundation of the 
faith, Mean while thoſe in the upper, learn 
Arithmetic, 3 

In the afternoon from one to two all the chil. 
dren are employed as from nine to ten in the 
morning. From two to three the {ſmaller children 
learn and repeat Luther's ſmaller Catechiſm, while 
the larger are taught to wriie. 3 

Every Sunday there is a publick catechizing on 
ſome text of Scripture; at which all perſons who 
deſire it may be preſent, 

In the afternoon we left Jena, ſeveral of the 
brethren accompanying us out of town, At five. 
having juſt paſſed through Weymar, we met Mr. 
Ingham going for Hernhuth, We all turned aſide 
to a neighbouring village, where having ſpent a 


comfortable evening together, in the mornin 


we commended each other to the grace of God, and 
went on our ſeveral ways. 2 
We breakfaſted at Erfurt, with Mr. Reinhart, 
ſpent the evening with ſome brethren at Saxegotha, 
and by long journeys came to Martenborn on Friday 
Augult 25. | 
Monday 28. I took my leave of the Counteſs 


{the Count being gone to Fena) and ſetting out , 
early the next morning came about three in the 


afternoon to Franckfort, From Mr, Bokler's we 
| went 
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went to the Society, where one of the brethren 


from Marienborn offered free redemption through 
the blood of Chriſt to ſixty or ſeventy perſons, 

Wedneſday go. In the afternoon we came to 
Mentz, and agreed for our paſſage to Colen by 
water, for a florin per head; which was but half 
what we gave before, though (it ſeems) twice as 
much as we ought to have given, | 

Thurſday g1. We ſpent half an hour in the grea 
church, a huge heap of irregular building ; full of 
altars, adorned (or loaded rather) with abundance 
of gold and filver, In going out, we obſerved a 
Paper on the door, which was of ſo extraordinary 
a nature, that I thought it would not be labour loſt 
to tranſcribe it, The words are as follow : 


Vollkommener Ablaſs fur die arme Seelen im F eg feur. 


& Seine Pabliche Heiligkeit, Clemens der 12te, 
haben in dieſem jahr 1738, den 7 Augulti, die 


Pfarr Kirche des Sancti Chriſtophori in Mentz 


gnadigſten privilegirt, daſs ein jeder Prieſter, ſo 
wohl Secular als Regulariſchen ſtands, der am 
aller Seelcn-tag, wie auch an einim jedem tag in 


derſelben Octav; ſo dann am zwiein vom Ordi- 


nario tagen einer jeden woch das jahr hindurch, 
fur die ſeel eine Chriſtglaubigen verſtorbenen 
an zum Altar Meſs leſen wird, jedeſmahl eine 


Seel aus dem Feg- feur erloſen konne. 


A full Releaſe for the poor Souls in Purgatory. 


His Papal Holineſs, Clement the XII th, hath this 
year 1738, on the ſeventh of Auguſt, moſt graciouſly 
priviledged the Cathedral Church of St. Chriſtopher 
in Mentz, Fa that every Prieſt, as well fecular as 
regular, who will read Maſs at an altar for the ſoul 
of a Chriſtian departed, on any holiday, or on any day 
within the Oflave thereof, or two extraordinary days, 
to be appointed by the Ordinary, of any week in the 
year, may each time deliver a foul out of the fire of 
purgatory, | Now 


4 
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Now I defire to know, Whether any Romaniſt 
of common ſenſe, can either defend or approve of 
this? LEES ; | 
At eight we took boat, and on Saturday Sept. 2. 
about eleven we came to Colen; which we leſt at 
one, and between ſeven and eight reached a vil- 
lage, an hour ſhort of Neus, Here we overtook a 
large number of Switzers, men, women and chil- 
dren, ſinging, dancing and making merry, being 
all going to make their fortunes in Georgia, Look- 
ing upon them as delivered into my hands by God, 
I plainly told them, what manner of place it was, 
If they now leap into the fire with open eyes, their 

blood is on their own head, 

Monday 4. Before noon we came to Cleve, and 
to Nimwegen in the evening. The next night we 
lay at a little village near Trig; which leaving 
early in the morning, we walked by the fide of 
many pleaſant Orchards, and in the _ afternoon 
came to }//eljtein, We ſtayed only one night with 
the brethren, (in the new houſe, called Herndyke, 
an Engliſh mile from the town) and haſting 
forward came the next afternoon to Dr. Kokex's at 
Rotterdam, 3 | 

I cannot but acknowledge the civility of this 
friendly man, all the time we ſtayed in his houſe. 
In the morning, Friday 8, we went to the Engli/h 
Epiſcopal Church, which is a large, handſome, 
convenient building. The Miniſter read prayers 
ſeriouſly and diſtinctly, to a mall, well-behaved 
congregation, Being informed our ſhip was to 
lail the next day, (Saturday) we took leave of our 
generous friend, and went to an Inn cloſe to the 
Key, that we might be ready when called to go 
aboard, Having waited till paſt four in the aftei- 
noon, we ſtepped into the Jews Synagogue, which 
lies near the water-ſide. I do not wonder that fo 
many Fews, (eſpecially thoſe who have any re- 
flection) utterly abjure all religion. My ſpirit was 
moved within me, at that horrid, {enſeleſs Pagean- 
try, that mockery of God, which they called 


publick 


Na 
publick worſhip, Lord, do not thou yet caff of 
1/218 But in Abraham's ſeed let them alſo be 
bleſſed ! | 

he ſhip lingring ſtill, I had time to exhort 
ſeveral Engliſh, whom we met with at our Inn, to 
purſue inward religion; the renewal of their ſouls - 
in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, In the morn- 
ing a daughter of affliction came to ſee me, who 
teaches a ſchool at Rotterdam. She. had been for 
ſome time under deep convictions; but could find 
none to inſtruft or comfort her. After much 
converſation, we joined in prayer, and her ſpirit 
a little revived. Between nine and ten we went 
on board, In the afternoon I read prayers, and 
preached in the great cabin, The wind bein 
contrary, we did not go out of the river till Wed- 
neſday; nor to London till Saturday night, | 
Sunday, Sept. 17. I began again to declare in my 
own country the glad tidings of ſalvation, preach- 
ing three times, and afterwards expounding the 
Holy Scripture to a large company in the Minories. 
On Mendes I rejoiced to meet with our little 
Society, which now conſiſted of thuty-two per- 
ſons, The next day I went to the condemned 


| felons in Newgate, and then offered them free 


ſalvation, In the evening 1 went to a Society in 
Bear-Yard, and preached repentance and remiſſion 
of ſins. The next evening 1 ſpoke the truth in 
love at a Society in Alderſgate ſtreet, Some con- 
tradicted at firſt; but not long: ſo that nothing 
but love appeared at our parting. ICY 
Thurſday 21, I went to a Society in Gutter- 
Lane; but I could not declare the mighty works 
of God there; as I did afterwards at the Savoy 
in all fimplicity, And the word did not return 


empty. | | 
5 bidding abundance of people greatly exaſperated 
by groſs miſrepreſentations of the words I had 
ſpoken, I went to as many of them in private, 
as my time would permit. God gave me much 


love towards them all, Some were convinced 
| they 
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they had been miſtaken, And who knoweth but 
God will ſoon return to the reſt, and leave a bleſ- 
ſing behind him? 

Ga Saturday 23. I was enabled to ſpeak ſtrong 
words both at Newgate and at Mr. Z's Society: 
and the next day at St. Anne's, and twice at St, 
Fohn's, Clerkenwell; ſo that I fear they will bear me 
there no longer. 

Tueſday 26, I declared the goſpel of peace to a 
ſmall company at Windſor. The next evening Mr. 
H. preached to the Societies at Bow; but not the 
truth as it is in Fe I was afraid leſt the lame 
ſhould be turned out of the way: but God an- 
fwered the thoughts of my heart, and took away 
my fear, in a manner I did not expect, even by the 
words of Thomas Sternhold, They were thele 
(ſung immediately after the ſermon,) 


Thy mercy is above all things, 
O God; it doth excell; | 
In truſt whereof, as in thy wings, 
The ſons of men ſhall dwell. 


Within thy houſe they ſhall be fed 
With plenty at thy will 

Of all delights they ſhall be ſped, 
And take thereof their fill, 


Becauſe the well of life moſt pure 
Doth ever flow from Thee; 

And in thy light we are moſt ſure 
Eternal light to ſee, 


From ſuch as Thee defire to know 
Let not thy grace depart; 

Thy righteouſneſs declare and ſhow 
To men of upright heart, 
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Saturday go. One who had been a zealous 
oppoſer of this way, ſent and defired to ſpeak 
with me immediately, He had all the figns of 
ſettled deſpair, both in his countenance and be- 
haviour, He ſaid, He had been enſlaved to ſin- 
many years, efpecially to drunkenneſs: that he 
had long uſed all the means of grace, had con- 
flantly gone to church, and ſacrament, had read 
the Scripture, and uſed much private prayer, and 
yet was nothing profited,” I defired we might 
join in prayer. After a ſhort ſpace he roſe and 
his countenance was no longer fad, He ſaid, 
© Now I know, God Joveth me, and has forgiven 
my fins. And fin ſhall not have dominion over 
me; for Chriſt hath ſet me free,” And according 
to his faith it was unto him. 

Sunday, Oct. 1. I preached both morning and 
afternoon at St. George's in the Eaſt, On the fol- 
jowing days I endeavoured to explain the way of 


 falvation, to many who had miſunderſtood what 


had been preached concerning it. 7 

Friday 6. I preached at St, Antholin's once more, 
In the afternoon I went to the Rev. Mr, Bedford, 
to tell him between me and him alone, of the in- 
jury he had dene both to God and his brother, 
by preacning and printing that very weak ſermon 


on Aſſurance, which was an Ignoratio Elenchi from 


cginning to end; ſeeing the aſſurance we preach 
is of quite another kind from that he writes againſt, 
We ſpeak of, An aſſurance of our preſent pardon ; 
not (as he does) of our final perſeverance, 

In the evening 1 began expounding at a little 
Society in Matfhing. On Sunday 8. I preached. 
at the Savoy chapel (J ſuppoſe the laſt time 
on the Parable (or Hiſtory rather) of the Phariſee 
and Publican praying in the Temple, On Monday 
9. 1 ſet out for Oxford, In walking I read 


the truly ſurpriſing Narrative, of the Converſions 


lately wrought in and about the town of Nor- 
thampton in New-England, Surely this is the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? 


Ar 


Ei 


An extract from this I wrote to a friend, con- 
cerning the ſtate of thoſe who are weak in faith. 
His anſwer, which I received on Sat. 14, threw 
me into great perplexity, till after crying to God, 
I took up a Bible, which opened on thele words; 
And Fabez called on the God of Iſrael, faying, Oh, 
that thou would it bleſs me indeed, and enlarge my coajt ! 
And that thine hand might be, with me, and that thow 
. wouldſt keep me from evil that it may not grieve me . 
And God granted him that which he requeſted. _ 

This however, with a ſentence in the evening 
leſſon, put me upon conſidering my own [tate more 
deeply, And what then occurred to me was 
as follows: | 

« Examine yourfelves, whether ye be in the 
faith,” Now the ſureſt teſt whereby we can ex- 
amine ourfelves, whether we be indeed in the 
faith, is that given by St. Paul. If any man be in 
Chriſt, he' is a new creature. Old things are paſt 
away. Behold' all things are become new. | 

Firſt. His judgments are new : his judgment of 
himſelf, of happineſs, of holineſs. 

He judges himſelf to be altogether fallen ſhort 
of the glorious: image of God, To. have no good 
thing abiding in him; but all that is corrupt and 
abominable: in a word, To be wholly earthly, 
ſenſual, and devtliſh; a motley mixture of beaſt 
and devil. | ; 

Thus, by the grace of God in Chriſt, I judge of 
mylelf, Therefore I am, in this reſpect a new 
creature, 

Again, His judgment concerning happineſs is 
new. He would as ſoon expect to dig it out of the 
earth, as to find it in riches, honour, pleaſure (fo 
called) or indeed in the enjoyment of any creature. 
He knows there can be no happineſs on earth, but 
in the enjoyment of God, and in the foretaſte of 
thole rivers of pleaſure which flow at his right-hand 
for evermores | | 

T 


 Bg | Thus, 
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Thus, by the grace of God in Chiiſt, I judge of 


happineſs, . Therefore J am, in this reſpect, a new 
| creature, i 2 | 


Yet again, His judgment concerning holineſs-is 
new, Ie no longer judges it to be an outward 


thing. To conſiſt either, in doing no harm, in 


doing good, or in uſing the ordinances of God, 
He ſees it is, the life of God in the ſoul; the 
image of God freſh ſtamped on the heart. An 
entire renewal of the mind in every temper and 
thought, after the likeneſs of him that created it, 

Thus, by the grace of Godvin Chriſt, IJ judge of 
holinels. Therefore I am in this reſpect a new 
Cfeature. 


Secondly, His deßgus are new. It is the deſign 


of his life, Not to heap up treaſures upon earth, 


not to gain the praile of men, not to indulge the 
deſires of the Reth, the deſire of the eye, or the 
pride of life; but to regain the image of God; to 
have the life of Ged again planted in his ſoul; and 
to be renewed after his likeneſs, in righteouſneſs 
and all true holineſs, £982 624+ | 

This, by the grace of God in Chriſt, is the deſign 
of my life, Therefore I am, in this reſpe&, anew 
creature, 

Thirdly, His defres are mew, and indeed the 
whole train of his paſlions and inclinations, They 
ae no longer fixt on earthly things. They are 
now ſet: on the things of heaven, His love and 
joy and hope, his ſorrow and fear, have all reſpect 
to things above, They all. 26 heavenward, 
Where his trez{ure is, there is his heart alſo, 

1 dare not ſay I am a new creature in this 
reſpett. For other deſires often ariſe in my heart, 
But they do not reign, I put them all under my 
feet through Chriſt which ſtrengtheneth me, 
Therefore believe He is creating me anew in this 
alſo, and that he has begun, though not finiſhed his 
work, 2 

Fourthly, His converſation is new. Tt is always 
ſeaſoned with ſalt, and fit to miniſter grace to the 
hearers. CES 


80 
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So is mine by the grace of God in Chriſt, 


Therefore, in this reſpect, I am a new creature. 

Fifthly, His actions are new, The tenor of his 
life ſingly points at the glory of God, All his ſub- 
ſtance and time are devoted thereto, IV/hether he 
eats or drinks or whatever he does, it either ſprings 
from, or leads to the love of God and man. 

Such, by the grace of Godin Chriſt, is the tenor 
of my life. Therefore, in this reſpect, I am a neẽ- 
creature. | 

But St. Paul tells us elſewhere, That the fruit of 
the ſpirit is love, peace, joy, long ſuſtering, gentleneſs, 
meekneſs, temperance. Now although, by the grace 
of God in Chriſt, I find a meaſure of ſome of theſe 
in myſelf, viz, of peice, long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, 
meekneſs, temperance: yet others I find not. 1 
cannot find in myſelf the love of God or of Chriſt, 
Hence my deadneſs and wandrings in publick 
prayer. Hence it is that even in the Holy Com- 
munion, I have rarely any more than a cold 
attention, Hence when I hear of the higheſt 
inſtance of God's love, my heart is {till ſenleleſs 
and unaffected. Yea, at this moment, I feel no 
more love to Him, than to one I had never 
heard of, - | 

Again, I have not that joy in the Holy Ghoſt : 
no ſettled, laſting joy. Nor have I ſuch a peace 
as excludes the poſſibility either of fear or doubt, 


When holy men have told me, © I had no faith,” 


I have often doubted, whether I had or no. And 
thoſe doubts have made me very unealy, till I was 
relieved by prayer and the Holy Scriptures, : 
Yet upon the whole, although I have not yet 
that joy in the Holy Ghoſt, nor that love of God 
ſhed abroad in my heart, nor the full aſſurance of 
faith, nor the (proper) witneſs of the Spirit with 
my ſpirit that I am a child of God, much leſs am 
I, in the full and proper ſenſe of the words, in 
Chriſt a new creature: I nevertheleſs truſt that I 
have a meaſure of faith, and am accepted in the 
Beloved ; I trult, the hand-writing that was againit 


Inc 


6 
me is blotted out, and that I am reconciled to God 
through his Son,” 

Sunday 15- 1 preached twice at the Caſtle, and 
afterwards expounded at three Societies, Wedneſ- 
day evening I came to London again, and on Friday 
met a Society (of ſoldiers ohiefly) at Weftminſter, 
On Sunday 22. I preached at Bloomſbury in the 
morning, and at Skadwetl in the afternoon, Wed- 
neſday 25. 1 preached at Bafingfharo church : on 
Friday morning at St. Antholin's: on Sunday at 
Iſlington and at London-IWall, Strange doctrine to a 
polite audience ! | | | 

In the evening being troubled at what ſome ſaid, 
of the kingdom of God within us, and doubtful of my 
own ſtate, I called upon God, and received this 
anſwer from his word, Ile himſelf alſo waited for 
the kingdom of Cod. But ſhould not J wait in 
ſilence and retirement ?” was the thought that 
immediately {truck into my mind, I opened my 
Teſtament again, on thoſe words, Seeft thou not, 
how faith wrought together with his works? and by 
works was faith made perfect. | 

Finding the fame doubts return on Tueſday, 
I conſulted the oracles of God again, and found 
much comfort from thoſe words, They which be of 
faith, are _— with faithful Abraham. 

Friday, Nov. g. 1 preached at St. Antholin's, Sun. 
day 5, in the morning at St. Botolph's, Bifhopſrate, 
in the afternoon at f{ington, and in the evening 
to ſuch a congregation as I never faw before, at 
St. Clement's in the Strand. As this was the firſt 
time of my preaching here, I ſuppoſe it is to be 
the laſt. | 

On. Wedneſday my brother and I went, at their 
earneſt deſire, to do the laſt good office to the 
condemned malefattors, It was the moſt glorious 
inſtance I ever faw, of faith triumphing over fin 
and death, One obſerving the tears run fait down, 
the cheeks of one of them in particular, while his 
eyes were ſteadily fixed upwards, a few moments 


before he died, aſked, “ How do you feel your 


heart 


s 
: 
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'1 


; ( 21 } 

heart now?“ He calmly replied, I feel a peace, 
which I could not have believed to be poſſible. 
And I know it is the peace of God which paſſeth 
all underſtanding.” 

My brother took that occafion of declaring the 
goſpel of peace, to a large aſſembly of publicans 
and ſinners, O Lord God of my fathers accept 
even me among them, and caſt me not out from 
among thy children ! 

In the evening I proclaimed mercy to my fel- 
low-ſinners at Baſingſatm church: and the next 
morning at St. Ant holin's. Friday 10. | ſet out, 
and Saturday 11, ſpent the evening with a little 
company at Oxford. I was grieved to find, 
Prudence had made them leave off ſinging pſalms. 
I fear it will not ſtop here, God deliver me, and 
all that ſeek him in ſincerity, from what the world 
calls Chriſtian Prudence / | | 

Sunday 12, 1 preached twice at the Caftle, In 
the following week, I began more narrowly to 
enquire what the doctrine of the Church of 
England is, concerning the much controverted 
point of juſtification by faith, And the ſum of 
what I found in the Homilies, 1 extracted and 
printed for the uſe of others, | 
Sunday 19, I only preached in the afternoon at 

the Caſtle, On Monday night I was greatly 
troubled in dreams, and about eleven o'clock 
waked in an unaccountable conſternation, without 
being able to ſleep again, About that time (as I 
found in the morning) one who had been deſigned 
to be my pupil, but was not, came into the Porter's 


Lodge, (where ſeveral perſons were fitting) with a a 


piſtol in his hand, He preſented this, as in ſport, 
firſt at one and then at another, He then attempted 
twice or thrice to ſhoot himſelf, but it would not 
go off. Upon his laying it down, one took it up, 
and blew out the priming. He was very angry, 
went and got fieſh prime, came in again, fat down, 
beat the flint with his key; and about twelve, 
pulling off his hat and wig, ſaid, “He I en 
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like a gentleman,“ and ſhot himſelf through the 
head. 


Thurſday 2g. Returning from preaching at the 


Caſtle, I met once more with my old companion in 
affliction, C. D. who ſtayed with me till Monday. 
His laſt converſation with me was as follows. 

© In this you are better than you was at Savan- 
nah, You know that you was then quite wrong. 
But you are not right yet. You know that you 
was then blind. But you do not ſee now, 


6 I doubt not but God will bring you to the | 
Tight foundation, But I have no hope for you, 


while you are on the preſent foundation. It is as 
different from the true, as the right hand from the 
left, You have all to begin anew, | 

© I have obſerved all your words and actions, 
and I ſee you are of the fame fpirit ſtill. You 
have a ſimplicity, But it is a ſimplicity of your 
own, It is not the fimplicity of Chriſt, You 


think you do not truſt in your own works, But 


you do truſt in your own works, You do not 
believe in Chriſt, 

* You have a preſent freedom from ſin. But it 1s 
only a temporary ſuſpenſion of it, not a deliverance 
from it, And you have a peace, But it is not a 
true peace, If death were to approach, you would 
find all your fears return. | 

But 1 am forbid to ſay any more. My heart 
ſinks in me like a ſtone,” 

I was troubled. I begged of God an anſwer of 


peace, and opened on thoſe words, As many as 


walk according to this rule, peace be on them and 
mercy upon the Ifracl of God. I was aſking in the 
evening, that God would fulfil all his promiſes in 
my ſoul, when I opened my Teſtament on thoſe 
words, My hour is not yet come. 

Sunday, Dec. 3. 1 began reading prayers at 
Bocardo (the city. priſon) which had been long 
diſcontinued. . In the afternoon I received a leiter, 
earneſtly deſiring me, To publiſh my Account of 
Georgia : and another as carneſtly * me 

| rom 
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from it, „ becauſe it would bring much trouble 
upon me.” I conſulted God in his word and 
received two anſwers; the firſt Ezek. xxxiii. 12. 
2.—6. The other, Thou therefore endure frardſhip, 
as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chrift. SE, 

Tueſday, Dec. 5. I began reading prayers and 
preaching in Gloucefter-Green Work houſe, and on 
Thurſday in that belonging to St. Thomas's pariſh, 
On both days I preached at the Caſtle. At St, 
Thomas's was a young woman, raving mad, ſcream- 
ing and tormenting herſelf continually, I had a 
ſtrong deſiie to ſpeak to her. The moment I began 
ſhe was ſtill, The tears ran down her cheeks all 
the time I was telling her, © Jeſus of Nazareth is 
able and willing to deliver you.” O where is 
faith upon earth? Why are theſe poor wretches 
left under the open bondage of Satan ? Jeſus, 
Maſter! Give thou medicine to heal their ſick- 
neſs: and deliver thoſe who are now allo vexed 
with unclean ſpirits! 

About this time, being deſirous to know how the 
work of God went on among our brethren at Lone 
don, I wrote to many of them concerning the ſtate 
of their ſouls, One or two of their anſwers, I 
have ſubjoined, 


My dear Friend, whom 1 love in the truth, 


Know my Saviour's voice, and my heart burns 
with love and defire to follow him in the 
regeneration, I have no confidence in the fleſh, 
I loath myſelf and love Him only, My dear 
Brother, my ſpirit even at this moment rejoices 
in God my Saviour, and the love which 1s fhed 


abroad in my heart by the Holy Ghoſt, deſtroys all 


ſelf. love, ſo that I could lay down my life for my 
brethren, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
have confidence towards God, that through his 
blood my fins are forgiven. He hath begotten me 
of his own will, and ſaves me from fin, ſo that it 
has no dominion over me, His ſpirit bears wit- 


neſs 


* 


* 


E 
neſs with my ſpirit, that I am his child by adoption 
and grace. And this is not for works of righteouſ- 
neſs which I have done, For 1 am his workman- 


ſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works: ſo 
that all boaſting is excluded, It is now about 


_ Eighteen years ſince Jeſus took poſſe ſſion of my 


heart. He then opened my eyes and ſaid unto me, 
Be of good cheer, thy fins are forgiven thee, My 
dear Friend, bear with my relating, after what 
manner I was born of God. It was an inſtanta- 
neous at, My whole heart was filled with a. 
divine power, drawing all the faculties of my ſoul 
after Chriſt, which continued three or four nights 
and days. It was as a mighty ruſhing wind, coming 
into the ſoul, enabling me from that moment to be 
more than conqueror, over thoſe corruptions 


which before I was always a ſlave to. Since that 
time, the whole bent of my will hath been towards 


him day and night, even in my dreams. I know 


that I dwell in Chriſt and Chriſt in me; Iam 


bone of his bone, and fleſh of his fleſh, That you 
and all that wait for his appearing, may find the 
conſolation of 1/rael, is the earneſt prayer of 


* Your affeQtionate brother in Chriſt, 


W. F. 


My moſt dear and honoured father in Chriſt. 


N the 2oth vear of my age, 1737, God was 
leaſed to open my eyes, and to let me ſee that 


1 did not live as became a child of God, I found 


my ſins were great (though I was what they call a 
ſober perſon) and that God kept an account of 
them all. However I thought, if I repented, and 


led a good life, God would accept me. And ſo l 


* 
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found were fin, and the enemy of ſouls laid ſo 


4 
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went on for about half a year, and had ſometimes 


great joy. But laſt winter, I began to find, that. 
whatever I did, was nothing, My very tears I - 


many 
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many things to my charge, that ſometimes 1 

defpaired of heaven. I continued in great doubts 
1 feats, till April 9, when I went out of town, 
Here for a time I was greatly tranſported, in medi- 
tating and ſeeing the glorious work of God : but 
in about three weeks I was violently affaulted 
again, God then offered a Saviour to me, but 
my (elf-righteouſneſs kept me from laying hold on 
him. fag > | 

On Whitſunday I went to receive the bleſſed 
ſacrament, but with a heart as hard as a ſtone. 
Heavy-laden I was indeed, when God was pleaſed 
to let me ſee a crucified Saviour, I ſaw there was a 
fountain opened in his fide for me to waſh in and be 
clean, But alas! I was afraid to venture, fearing 
I ſhould be too preſumptuous. And I know, and 
am ſure, I at that time refuſed the atonement 
which I might then have had, Yet I received 
great comfort, But in about nine days time, my 
Joy went out, as a lamp does for want of oil, and I 
fell into my old ſtate, into a ſtate of damnation, 
Yet 1 was not without hope; for ever after that 
time I could not deſpair of ſalvation: I had fo 
clear a fight of the fountain opened in the ſide of 
our Lord, But ſtill when I thought of death, or 
the day of judgment, it was a great terror to me, 
And yet I was afraid to venture to lay all my fins 
upon Chriſt, 

This was not all, But whenever I retired to 
prayer, I had a violent pain in my head, This 
only ſeized me, when I began to pray earneſtly, or 
to cry out aloud to Chriſt. But when I cried to 
him againſt this alſo, He gave me eaſe, Well, I 
found God did love me, and did draw me to Chriſt, 
I hungered and thirſted after him, and had an 
earneſt deſire, to be clothed with his righteouſneſs. 
But I was {till afraid to go boldly to Chriſt, and 
to claim him as my Saviour, 

July 3. My dear ſiſter came down to ſee me, 
She had received the atonement on St, Peter's day. 
I told her, 1 * died for me, but 
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as to the aſſurance ſhe mentioned, I could ſay 

nothing. | | | | 
July 5. She went. That night I went into the 

garden, and conſidering what ſhe had told me, 


1 ſaw him by faith, whole eyes are as a flame of 


fire, him who juſtifieth the ungodly. I told him 
I was ungodly, and it was for me that he died, 
His blood did I -plead with great faith, to blot out 
the hand-writing that was againſt me. I told my 
Saviour, that he had promiſed to give reſt, 
to all that were heavy-laden, This promiſe I 
claimed, and I ſaw him by ſaith, ſtand condemned 
before God in my ſtead. I ſaw the fountain opened 


in his fide. I found, as I hungered, he fed me: 


as my ſoul thirſted, he gave me out of that foun- 
tain to drink. And ſo ſtrong was my faith, that if 
1 had all the fins of the whole world laid upon 
me, | knew and was ſure one drop of his blood 
was ſufficient to atone for all. Well, I clave unto 
kim, and he did waſh me in his blood, He hath 
clothed me with his righteouſneſs, and has pre- 
ſented me to his Father, to his God and my God, 
a pure, ſpotleſs virgin, as if I had never committed 
any ſin. It is on Jelus I ſtand, the Saviour of ſin- 
ners. It is he that hath loved me, and given 
himſelf for me. I cleave unto him, as my ſurety, 
and he 1s bound to pay God the debt, While I 
ſtand on this rock, I am ſure the gates of hell 
cannot prevail againſt me, It is by faith that I am 
juſtified, and have peace with God through him, 


His blood has made reconciliation to God for me, 


It is by faith I have received the atonement, It is 


dy faith I have the Son of God and the ſpirit of 


Chriſt dwelling -in me. And what then ſhall 
ſeparate me from the love of God which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus my Lord ? 

You muſt think what a tranſport of joy I was 
then in, when I that was loſt and undone, drop- ' 
ping into hell, felt a Redeemer come, who is 
mighty to ſave, to ſave to the uttermoſt, Yet I did | 
not receive the witneſs of the Spirit at that 1 * 

| ut 


7 


But in about half an hour, the Devil came with 
great power to tempt me. However I minded him 
not, but went in and lay down pretty much com- 
poled in my mind, Now St. Paul ſays, After ye 
believed, ye were ſcaled with the ſhirit of promiſe. 
So it was with me, After I had believed on him 
that Juſtifieth the ungodly, 1 received that ſeal of the 
Spirit, which is the Earneſt of our inheritance, 
But at that time I did not know any thing of this. 
My fins were forgiven: but I knew 1 was not yet 
born of God, | 

July 6. In the morning, being by myſelf, I found 
the work of the Spirit was very powerful upon me 


(although you know God dyes not deal with every 


loul in the ſame way.) As my mother bore me 
with great pain, fo did I feel great pain in my foul 
in being born of God. Indeed 1 thought the 
pains of death were upon me. and that my foul. 
was then taking leave of the body, I thought [ 

was going to him whom I ſaw with ſtrong faith 
ſtanding ready to receive me. In this violent 
agony I continued about four hours: and then I 
began to feel the Spirit of God bearing witneſs with 
my ſpirit, that I was born of God. Becauſe I was a 
child of God He ſent forth the ſpirit of his Son into 
me, crying Abba, Father. For that 1s the cry of 
every new-born foul, O mighty, powerful, happy 
change! I who had nothing but Devils ready to 
drag me to hell, now found I had angels to guard 
me to my reconciled Father, and my Judge, who 
juſt before ſtood ready to condemn me, was now 
become my righteouſneſs. But I cannot expreſs 
what Gud hath done for my ſoul. No; this is to 
be my everlaſting employment, when I have put 
off this frail, finful body, this corrupt, hellifh 
nature of mine; when 1 join with the great mul- 
titude which no man can number, in ſinging 
praiſes to the Lamb that loved us, and gave him- 
ſelf for us! O how powerful are the workings of 
the Almighty in a new-born ſoul! The love of 
God was ſhed abroad in my heart, and a flame 
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kindled there, with pains ſo violent, yet io very 
raviſhing, that my body was almoſt torn alunder, 
t loved. The Spirit cried ſtrong in my heart. I 
{weated, I trembled. I fainted. I ſung. I joined 
my voice With thoſe that excel in ſtrength, My 
loul was got up into the holy Mount. 1 had no 
thoughts of coming down again into the body, 
1 who not long before had called to the rocks to 
fall on me, and the mountains to cover, me, could 
now call for nothing elſe but Come, Lord Feſus, 
come quickly, Then I could cry out with great 
boldneſs, There, O God, is my ſurety! There, O 
death, is thy plague! There, O grave, is thy 
deſtruttion; There, O ſerpent, is the ſeed, that 
ſhall for ever bruiſe thy 1 O I thought my 
head was a fountain of water! I was diſſolved in 
love, My beloved is mine, and 1 am his, He has 
all charms, He has raviſhed my heart, He is my 
comforter, my friend, my all, He is now in his 
garden, feeding among the lillies. OI am fick of 
love, He is altogether lovely, the chiefeft among ten 
thouſand, O how Jeſus fills, Jeſus extends, —— 
 overwhelms the ſoul in which he dwells! 


Sunday 10, I adminiſtered the Lord's ſupper at 
the Caſtie. At one 1 expounded at Mr. Fox's, as 
uſual, The great power of God was with us, and 
one who had been in deſpair ſeveral years, re- 
ceived a witneſs that ſhe was a child of God, 

Monday 11. Hearing Mr. Whitefield was arrived 
from Georgia, I haſtened to London ; and on Tuel- 
day 12, God gave us once more to take {weet 
counſel together. | | 

Friday 15, I preached at St. Antholine's, | | 
Saturday 16, One who had examined himſelf b 
the rellections wrote October 14, made the follow- 
ing obſervations on the ſtate of his own ſoul. 

1. 1 judge thus of myſelf. But I feet it not. 
Therefore there is in me fli]}, the old heart of 
ſtone. 8 | 


2. J nudge 


( 29 ) ; 
2. I judge thus of happineſs, But {till I hanker 


after creature-happineſs, My ſoul is almoſt con- 
tinually running out after one creature or another, 
and imagining how happy ſhould 1 be in ſuch 
or ſuch a 4 Fug I have more pleaſure in eat- 
ing and diinking, and in the company of thoſe 1 
love than I have in God, I have a reliſh for 
earthly happineſs. I have not a reliſh for heavenly. 
I favour (ew) the things of men, not the things of \ 
God. Therefore there is in me fti!l the carnal 
heart, the Qeormuc Faeroe | TS | 

3. I judge thus of holineſs, But I know it not. 
I know not (by experience) what the life of God 
means. Indeed I fee neither myſelf, nor hap- 
pineſs, nor holineſs, but by a natural light, ac- 
quired in a natural way, by converling, reading 
and meditation, I have not ſpirimal light. I 
have not the ſupernatural light. I am not taught 
of God, | 

I ſpeculatively know, what light it is; and I ſee 
the light of faith, juſt as that man ſees the light of 
the ſun, on whole cloſed eyes the ſun ſhines, But 
I want the Holy Ghoſt to open my eyes, that I 
may lee all things clearly, 

Therefore the eyes of my underſtanding are not 
0 opened, but the old veil is ſtill upon my 

cart. 3 | | 

IT. © This is the defign of my life.“ But a 
thouſand little deſigns are daily ſtealing into my 
ſoul, This is my ultimate deſign : but intermediate 
deſigns are continually creeping in upon me; 
deſigns (though often diſguiſed.) of pleaſing myſelf, 
of doing my own will; deſigns, wherein I do not 
eye God, at leaſt, not him ſingly. 

Therefore, my eye is not yet fingle ; but I am 
{till of a double heart. | 

III. Are my defires new Not at all. Some 
are new, ſome old. Not any properly; but partly 
new and partly old. My delires are like my 
deligns, My great deſue is, To have Chrift formed 
in my lieart by faith, But little defires are daily 
| C 3 ſtealing 
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( 39 } | 
ſtealing into my ſoul, And ſo-my great hopes and 
fears have reſpe& to God. But a thouſand little 
ones creep in between them. ” IN 

Again, My deſires, paſſions and inclinations in 
eneral are mixt: having ſomething. of Chriſt, and 
mething of earth. I. love you, for inſtance, But 
my love 1s only partly ſpiritual, and partly natural. 
Something of my own cleaves to that which is of 
God, Nor can I divide the earthly part from the 
heavenly. | 7 
Therefore I. am not pure in heart. But herein 


manifeſtly appears, that Jam not a new creature. 


Sunday 17. I preached in the afternoon at Iſling- 
ton: in the evening at St. Swithin's, for the laſt 
time, Sunday 24, I preached at Great St. Bar- 
tholomew's in the morning, and at Iſlington in the 
afternoon; where we had the bleſſed ſacrament: 
every day this week, and were comforted on every 
ſide. | | 
Wedneſday 27. Ipreached at Baſingfhaw church: 
Sunday gi. to many thouſands, in St. George's,. 


Spitalfields, And to a yet more crowded congre-- 


gation at Whitechapel, in-the afternoon; I declared: 
thoſe glad tidings (O that they would know the 
things which make for their peace!) 1 will heal” 


their backſliding + I witli love tem freely. 


Mondav, January 1, 1739. Mr. Hall, Rinchin, 
Ingham, Whitefield, Hutchins, and my brother Charles, 


were preſent at our love-feait in Fetter» Lane, with: 


about ſixty of our brethren; About three in the 
morning, as we were continuing inſtant in prayer, 
the power of God came mightily upon us, info-. 
much that many crted out for exceeding joy, and 
many fell to the ground. As ſoon as we were 
recovered a little from that awe and amazement at 
the preſence of his Majeſty, we broke out with 
one voice, We praiſe thee, O God; we acknowledge 
Thee to be the Lord ok 
Thurſday 4. One who had had the form of god- 
lineſs many years, wrote the following refleQions : 
9 CO My 


e 
x . F 


In you, For in truth, I do not delight in God at 


( 31 ) 

e My friends affirm'T am mad, | becauſe I ſaid 
J was not a Chriſtian a year ago... I affirm, I am 
not a Chriſtian now, Indeed what I might have 
been I know not, had I been faithful to the grace 
then given, when expecting nothing leſs, Ireceived. 
fuch a ſenſe of the forgiveneſs of my fins, as till 
then | never knew. But that I am not a Chriſtian 
at this day, I as aſſuredly know, as that Jelas is 
the Chriſt, n 105%. 3 36939 Of 

«For a Chriſtian is one who has the fruits-of the 
Spirit of Chriſt, which (to mention no more)-are 
love, peace, joy. But theſe I have not. I have 
not any love of God, I do not love either the 
Father or the Son. Do you aſk, how I do know, 
Whether I love God? LI anſwer by another quel- 
tion, How do you know, whether you love me? 
Why, as you know, whether you are hot or cold. 


You feel this moment, that you do or do not love 


me. And I feel this moment, I do not love God; 
which therefore I know, becauſe I feel it. There 
is no word more proper, more clear, or more 
ſtrong. 19 1 1 
„And I know it alſo by St. John's plain rule, 
If any men love the world, the love of the Father ts not 
in him. For I love the world. I deſire the things 
of the world, ſome or other of them, and have done 
all my life. I have always placed ſome part of my 
happineſs in ſome or other of the things that are 
feen, Particularly in meat and drink, and in the 
company of thoſe I loved. My delire, if not in a 
groſs and luſtful, yet in a more ſubtle and refined 
manner, has been almoſt continually running out 
towards this or that perſon. For many years 1 
have been, yea and ſtill am, hankering after a hap- 
ineſs, in loving, and being loved by one or ang. 


ther. And in theſe I have from time to time taken 


more pleaſure than in God. Nay I do fo at this 
day, LI often aſk my heart, when I am in com- 
. with one that I love, © Do I take more de- 
ight in you or in God?” And cannot but anſwer, 


all, 
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all. Therefore I am ſo far from loving God with 
all my heart, that whatever I love at all, I love 
more than God, So that all the love I have, is flat 


« Again, Joy in the Holy Ghoſt I have not. I 


have now and then ſome ſtarts of joy in God : but 


it is not that joy, For it is not abiding, Neither is 


it greater than I have had on ſome worldly occa- 


ſions, So that I can in no wile be ſaid to rejoice 
evermore ; much leſs To rejoice with joy unſpeakable 


« Yet again; I have not The peace of God * that 


2 peculiarly ſo called. The peace I have may 


ealily accounted for on natural principles, I 
have health, ſtrength, friends, a competent fortune, 
and a compoſed, chearful temper. Who would 
not have a ſort of peace in ſuch. circumſtances? 
But 1 have none which can with any truth or pro- 
priety be called, a peace which palleth alt under- 
ſtanding. | | TORS 1 TR EIN 

From hence I conclude (and let all the ſaints of 
she world hear, that wherein ſoever they boaſt, they 
may be found even as I) though I. have given, and 


do give all my goods to feed the poor, I am not a 


Chriſtian. Though I have endured. hardſhip, 


though I have in all things denied. my ſelf and taken 
up my croſs, I am not a Chriſtian, My works are 


nothing, my ſuffe rings are nothing ; I have not the 
fruits of the ſpirit of Chriſt, Though I have con- 
ſtantly uſed all the means of grace, for twenty years, 
I am not a Chriſtian, Yea, though I have all (other) 
faith; ſince I have not that faith,which puriſieth the 
Aeart, Verily, verily. I ſay unto you, I muſt be born 
again. For except I, and you, be born again we 


cannot fee the kingdom of God.” 


Wedneſday 10. Ipreached at Bafing ſhaw.Church, 
Saturday 13, I expounded. to a large company at 
Beach-Lane. Sunday 14, After preaching at 
Mington, I expounded twice at Mr, Sims's, in the 


Minories. 


| Wedneſday 


. MY owes ee 
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Wedneſday 17, I was with two perſons, who I 
doubt are properly Enthuſiaſts. For, firſt, by 
think to attain the end without the means, , whic 
is Enthuſiaſim, properly ſo called. Again, they 
think themſelves inſpired by God, and are not, 
But falſe, imaginary inſpiration is Enthuſtaſm. 
That theirs is only imaginary inſpiration appears 
hence, It contradicts the law and the teſtimony. 

Sunday 21, We were greatly ſurprized in the 
evening, while I was expounding in the Minories. 
A well-dreſt, middle-aged woman, ſuddenly cried 
out, as in the agonies of death. She continued fo 
to do for ſome time, with all the figns of the 
ſharpeſt anguiſh of ſpirit, When ſhe was a little 
recovered, I deſired her to call upon me the next 
day, She then told me, that about three years 
before, ſhe was under ſtrong convictions of fin, and 
in ſuch a terror of mind, that ſhe had no comfort 
in any thing, nor any reſt, day or night : that ſhe 
| ſent for the Miniſter of her pariſh, and told him the 

diſtreſs ſhe was in: upon which he told her huſ- 
band ſhe was ſtark mad, and adviſed him to ſend 
for a phyſician immediately, A phyſician was 
ſent for accordingly, who ordered her to be blooded, 
bliſtered, and ſo on. But this did not heal her 
wounded ſpirit, So that ſhe continued much. as 
ſhe was before; till the laſt night, he whole words 

ſhe at firſt found, to be ſharper than any two-edged + 
ſword, gave her a faint hope, that he would under- 
take her cauſe, and heal the ſoul which had ſinned 
againſt him, : . 
- Thurſday 2g. I baptized 7ohn Smith, (late an 
Anabaptiſt] and four other adults at Iſlington, Of 

the adults I have known baptized lately, one only 
was at that time born again, in the higher ſenſe of 
the word, that is, found a thorough, inward change, 
by the love of God ſhed abroad in her heart, Moſt 
of them were only born again in a lower ſenle, 

i. e. received the remiſſion of their ſins. And. ſome 
(as it has ſince too plainly appeared) neither in one 
ſenſe nor the other, EE 1 5 
Sunday 


Het BO 

Sunday 28. I went (having been long importuned 
thereto) about five in the evening, with four or 
Hve df my friends to a houſe where was one of thoſe 
called French Prophets. After a time, ſhe came in, 
She ſeemed about four or five and twenty, of an 
agreeable ſpeech and behaviour, She aſked, why 
we came? I ſaid, To try the ſpirits, whether they 
be of God.” Preſently after ſhe leaned back in 
her chair, and ſeemed to have ſtrong workings in 
her breaſt, with deep ſighings intermixt. Her head, 
and hands, and, by turns, every part of her body 
feemed alſo to be in a Kind of a conlvulſive motion, 
This continued about ten minutes, till (at fix) ſhe 
began to ſpeak (though the workings, fizhings and 
contorſions of her body, were ſo intermixt with her 
words, that ſhe ſeldom ſpoke half a ſentence te- 
gether) with a clear, ſttong voice, Father, thy 
'will, thy will be done, Thus faith the Lord, if of 
any of you that is a father, his child aſk bread, will 
he give him a ſtone? If he aſk a fiſh, will he give 
him a ſcorpion? Aſk bread of me, my Children, 
give you a ſcorpion, By this judge of what ye 

all now hear,” . | 1 

She ſpoke much fall as in the perfon of God, 
and moſtly in ſcripture words) of the fulfilling 
of the prophecies, the coming of Chriſt now at 
hand, and the fpr-ading of the goſpel over all the 
earth. Then ſhe exhorted us, Not to be in haſte, 
in judging her ſpirit, to be or not to be of God; but 
to wait upon God, and he would teach us, if we 
confered not with fleſh and blood. She added, with 
many inforcements, That we muſt watch and pray, 
and take up our croſs, and be ftill before God.“ 

Two or th 


this was in no wiſe clear to me, The motion might 
be either hyſterical or artificial, And the ſame 
words any perſon of a good underſtanding and well 
verſed in the ſcriptures might have ſpoken, But J 
let the matter alone: knowing this, That if it be not 


of God, it will come to nought. Sunday, 


and I will give you bread, Iwill not, will not 


ree of our company were much affected, 
and believed ſhe ſpoke by the ſpirit of God. But 
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Sunday February 4. 1 preached at St. Giles's, on 
Whoſoever believeth on me, out of his belly ſhall flow 
rivers of living water. How was the power of God- 
preſent with us! I am content to preach here no- 
more. 


Friday 9. A note was n at Vapping, in 
(nearly) hoſe words : r 1e. 


„ i en © a 
1 prayers are deſired for a child that is luna- 

1 tick and fore vexed day and night, that our Lord 
would be pleaſed to heal him, as he did thoſe in the days 


of his fleſh, and that he weuld give his parents faith 
and patience till his time is come. 


Tueſday 13. I received the following note, 
SIR, HAR 


I Return you hearty thanks for your prayers on Friday 
for my tortured fon. He grows ey + and worſe, 1 
hope the nearer deltverance. I beg your prayers ſtill to 
our Redeemer, who will cure him, or give us patience to 
| _ the rod, hoping it is dipped in the blood of the 

amb. | | | n 

Sir, He is taken with grievous weeping, his heart 
beating, as if it would beat through fits ribs. He ſwells 
ready to burſt, ſweats great drops, runs about beating. 
and tearing himſelf. He bites and pinches me, ſo that 

carry his marks always on me. He {lays his hands 
on the fire, and ſticks pins in his fleſh. Thus he has been 
theſe five years, He is in has 11th year, a wonder of 
aflition ; I hope, of mercy alſo, and that I ſhall yet 
praiſe him, who is my Redeemer and my Gd. 


Saturday 17. A few of us prayed with him; and 
from that time (as his parents fince informed us) 
he had more reſt (although not a full deliverance) 
than he had had for two years before, 


Sunday 


( 36 ) 
Sunday 18. I was deſired to preach at Sir George 
Wheeler's chapel, in Spitalfields, morning and after- 
noon. I did ſo in the morning, but was not ſuffered 
to conclude my ſubject (as I had deſigned) in the 
afternoon: a good remembrance, that I ſhould, if 
poſſible, declare at every time, the whole counſel 
of God. | | 
Sunday 25, I preached in the morning to a nu- 
merous congregation, at St. Katherine's near the 
Tower: at 1flington in the afternoon, Many here 
were (as uſual) deeply offended. But the counſel 
of the Lord it ſhall ſtand, : | 
Friday, March 2, It was the advice of all our 


brethren, that I ſhould ſpend a few days at Oxford $ 


whither I accordingly went on Saturday g. A few 
names I found here alſo, who had not denied the 
faith, neither been aſhamed of their Lord, even in 
the midſt of a perverſe generation. And every 
day we were together, we had convincing proof, 
ſuch as.it had not before entered into our hearts to 
conceive, That He is able to fave unto the uttermo 
all that come unto God through Him. | 
One of the moſt ſurprizing inſtances of his power 
which I ever remember to have ſeen, was on the 
Tueſday following; when 1 viſited one who was 
above meaſure. enraged at this new way, and zea- 
lous in oppoſing it. Finding argument to be of no 
other effect, then to enflame her more and more, 
I broke off the diſpute, and defired we might join 
in prayer, which ſhe ſo far conſented to, as to kneel 
down, In a few minutes ſhe ſell into an extreme 
agony, both of body and ſoul ; and ſoon after cried 
out with the utmoſt earneſtneſs, . Now I know, I 
am forgiven for Chriſt's ſake.” Many other words 
the uttered to the ſame effect, witneſſing a hope 
full of immortality, And from that hour, God 
hath ſet her face as a flint, to declare the faith 
which before ſhe perſecuted, f 
Thurſday 8. I called upon her, and a few of her 
_ neighbours, who were met together in the evening, 
among whom 1 found a gentleman of the ſame 


ſpirit 
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ſpirit ſhe had been of, earneſtly labouring to per- 
vert the truth of the goſpel. To prevent his going 
on, as the leſs evil of the two, | entered directly 
into the controverſy, touching both the cauſe and 
the fruits of juſtification : in the midſt of the diſ- 
pute, one who fat at a ſmall. diſtance, felt as it were 


the piercing of a ſword, and before ſhe could be 


brought to another houſe, whither I was going, 
cculd not avoid crying out aloud, even in the 
ſtreet, But no ſooner had we made our requeſt 
known to God, than he ſent her help from his 
holy place. | 
At my return from hence, I found Ms. Kinchin, 
juſt come from Dummer, whe earneſtly defired me, 
inſtead of ſetting out for London the next morning 
(as I deſigned) to go to Dummer and ſupply his 
church on Sunday. On Friday morning I et out, 
according to his deſire, and in the evening came 
to Reading, where I found a young man who 
had in ſome meaſure known the powers of the world 
to come, I ſpent the evening with him and a few 
of his ſerious friends; and it pleaſed God much to 


| ſtrengthen and comfort them, 


Saturday 10, In the afternoon I came to Dummer ; 
and on Sunday morning had a large and attentive 
congregation, I was delired to expound in the 
evening at Baſingſtoke, The next day I returned 
to Reading, and thence on Tueſday to Oxford, 
where I found many more and mare rejoicing in 
God their Saviour. Wedneiday 11. I had an op- 
portunity of preaching once again to the poor 
priſoners in the Caſtie, Thurſday 15. I ſet out 
early in the morning, and in the afternoon came 
to London, 

During my ſtay here, I was fully employed; 
between our own Society, in Fetter-Lane, and 
many others, where I was continually deſired to 
expound; ſo that I had no thought of leaving 
London, when I received /after ſeveral others} 
a letter from Mr, IW/hiteficld, and another from Mr, 
Seward, intreating me in the moſt preſſing manner, 

| to 
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to come to Briſtol without delay. This I was not 
at all forward to do; and perhaps a little the 
leſs inclined to it (though I truſt, I do not count 
my life dear unto mylelt, fo I may finiſh my courſe 
with joy] becaule of the remarkable Scriptures 
which offered as often as we enquired, touching 
the conſequence of this removal] : though whether 
this was permitted only for the trial of our faith, 
God knoweth, and the event will ſhew, Till 
then, let me not be accounted ſuperſtitious, if 1 
barely recite them in the ſame order as they occurred, 
And ſome of them would have taken him ; but no 
man laid hands on him, (not till the time was come.) 
+ Becauſe I tell you the truth, ye believe me not, 
Which of you ' convinceth me of fin ? And if 1 ſay the 
truth, why do ye not believe me ? Wet thee up into 
this Mountain and die in the Mount, whither thou 
goeſt up, and be gathered unto thy people. | And the 
children of HVrael wept * Moſes in the plains of 
Moab thirty days: & 4 will 7 
ne muſt ſuffer for my name's ſake, J And devout men 
2 . to Ls 1 and made great lamen- 
tation over him. 

Wedneſday 28. My journey was propoſed to our 
Society in Fetter-Lane. But my brother Charts 
would ſcaice bear the mention of it; till appealing 
to the oracles of God, he received thoſe words, 
as ſpoken to himſelf, and anſwered not again: 
Son of man, behold I take from thee, the defire of thine 
eyes with a ſtroke : yet Malt thou not mourn or weep, 
neither ſhall thy tears run down. Our other brethren 
however continuing the diſpute, without any pro- 
bability of their coming to one concluſion, we at 
length all agreed, To decide it by lot. And by this 
it was determined, * I ſhould go.” Several after- 
wards deſiring, we might open the Bible, concern- 
ing the iſſue of this, we did fo on the ſeveral por- 
tions of Scripture, which I ſhall ſet down, without 


* John vii. 44. + chap. viii. 45, 46. 1 Deut. xxxii. 49, 50. 
|| chap. xxxiv. 8. Acts ix. 16. 1 chap. viii 2, 
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any reflection upon them. Now there was long 
war between the houſe of Saul and the houſe of David ; 
but David waxed ſtronger and ſtronger, and the houſe 
f Saul waxed weaker and weaker, + When wicked 
men have flain a righteous perſon in his own houſe 
upon his bed : ſhall I not now require his blood at your 
hands, and take you away from the earth? | And 
Ahaz flept with his fathers, and they buried him in the 
city, even in Jeruſalem. SD 

Perhaps it may be a ſatis faction to ſome, if before 
I enter upon this new period of my life, I give the 
reaſons, why 1 preferred for ſo many years an 
Univerlity-life before any other: then eſpecially, 


when I was earneſtly preſſed by my father, to ac- 


cept of a cure of ſouls, I have here therefore ſub- 


joined the letter I wrote ſeveral years ago on that 
occaſion ; 


Oxon, Dec. 10, 1734. 
Dear Sir, | | | 
t, HE authority of a parent and the call of 


Providence are things of ſo ſacred a nature, 
that a queſtion in which theſe are any way con- 


_ cerned, deſerves the moſt ſerious conſideration, I 
am therefore greatly obliged to you, for the pains 


you have taken to ſet our queſtion in a clear light; 
which I now intend to conſider more at large with 
the utmoſt attention of which I am capable, And 
1 ſhall the more cheerfully do it, as being aſſured 
of your joining with me in imploring his guidance, 
who will not ſaffer thoſe that truſt in him, to ſeek 
death in the error of their life, 

2, I entirely agree, © That the glory of God and 
the different degrees of promoting it, are to be our 
fole conſideration and direction in the choice of 
any courſe of life:“ and conſequently, That it muſt 


_ wholly turn upon this ſingle point, which I ought 


22 Sam; iii. 1. 1.2 Sam, iv. ver. 11. f 2 Chron, AK. 
ver. 30. 
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to prefer, A College life, or that of the Rector of a 
Pariſh ? I do not lay, The glory of God is to be my 


firſt or my principal conſideration : but my only 


one; fince all that are not implied in this, are ab- 


ſolutely of no weight. In the preſence of this, they 
all vaniſh away: they are leſs than the fmall duſt 
of the balance, 8 | 

3. And indeed, till all other conſiderations were 
ſet aſide, I could never come to any clear deter- 
mination : till my eye was ſingle, my whole mind 
was full of darkneſs, Whereas lo long as it is fixt 
on the glory of God, without any other confider- 
ation, I have no more doubt of the way where- 


in I ſhould go, than of the (hining of the mid- 


day ſun, | 
4. Now that life tends moſt to the glory of God, 
wherein we moſt promote holineſs in ourſelves and 


others, I ſay, in ourſelves and others; as being 


fully perſuaded, That theſe can never be put 
aſunder. And if not, then whatever ſtate is beſt 
on either of theſe accounts, is ſo on the other 
likewiſe, If it be, in the whole, beſt for others, 
ſo it is for ourſelves: if it be beſt for ourſelves, 

5. However, when two ways of life are pro- 
poled, I would chuſe to conſider firſt, Which 
have I reaſon to believe, will be beſt for my 
own ſoul? Will moſt forward me in holineſs? 
By holineſs meaning, Not faſting (as you ſeem 
10 ſuppoſe) or bodily auſterities; but the mind 


that was in Chrilt, a renewal of ſoul in the 


image of God. And I believe the ſtate where- 
in I am will moſt forward me in this, becauſe 
of the peculiar advantages I now enjoy. 

6. The firſt of theſe is, Daily converſe with my 


friends. I know no other place under heaven, 


where I can have {ome always at hand of the 
ſame judgment, and engaged in the ſame ſtudies: 
perſons who are awakened into a full convittion, 
that they have but one work to do upon earth 
who ice, at a diſtance, what that one work is, 

even 


— 
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even the recovery of a ſingle eye and a clean heart; 
who in order to this, have according to their power, 
abſolutely devoted themſelves to God, and follow 
after their Lord, denying themſelves and taking up 
their croſs daily, To have even a ſmall number of 
ſuch friends, conſtantly watching over my ſoul, 
z and adminiſtering, as need is, reproof or advice 
F with all plainneſs and gentleneſs, is a bleſſing I 
F know not where to find, in any other part of 
the kingdom, f 
J. Another bleſſing which J enjoy here, in a: 
greater degree than 1 could expect elſewhere, 1s. 
retirement, I have not only as much, but as little 
company as I pleaſe. Trifling viſitants I have 
none. No one takes it into his head, to come with. 
in my doors, unleſs I defire him, or he has buſineſs. 
with me, And even then, as ſoon as his buſineſs. 
is done, he immediately goes away. | 
8. Both theſe bleſſings are greatly endeared to- 
me when I ſpend but one week out of this place, 
The far greateſt part of the converſation I met with- 
abroad, even with the better ſort of men, turns on 
points that are quite wide of my purpoſe, that no 
way forward the end of my life, Now, if they 
have time to ſpare, I have not, It is abſolutely 
needful for ſuch a one as me, to follow with all 
poſſible care and vigilance that wiſe advice of Mr, 
Herbert ; 


Still let thy mind be bent; till plotting how 
And when and where the buſineſs may be done,” 


And this, I bleſs God, I can in ſome meaſure do, 
while 1 avoid. that bane of all religion, the com- 
pany of good fort of men, as they. are called; 
perſons who have a liking to, but no ſenſe of 
religion, But theſe inſenſibly undermine all m 
reſolution, and iteal away what little zeal I have, 
So that I never come from among theſe Saints of 
thee world (as ohn Valdeſſo terms them) faint, diſ- 
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fipated and ſhorn of all my ſtrength, but 1 ſay, 


© God deliver me from a half-chriſtian,” | 

9. Freedom from care is yet another invaluable 
bleſſing. And where could 1 enjoy this as I do 
now? I hear of ſuch a thing as the cares of this 
world ; but I feel them not, My income is ready 
for me on ſo many ſtated days: all I have to do is, 
to carty it home. The grand article of my ex- 
pence is food, And this too is provided without 
any Care of mine. The ſervants I employ are 


always ready at Quarter- day; ſo J have no trouble 


on their account, And what I occafionally need 
to buy, I can immediately have, without any ex- 
pence of thought. Here therefore I can be with- 
out carefulnels, I can attend upon the Lo1d with- 


out diſtraction. And I know what a help this is 


to the being holy both in body and ſpirit. 
10, To quicken me in making a diligent and 
thankful ule of theſe peculiar advantages, I have 


the opportunity of communicating weekly, and of 


public prayer twice a day, It would be eaſy to 
mention many mone, as well as to ſhew many dis- 
advantages, which one of greater courage and {kil} 
than me, could ſcarce ſeparate from the way of 
life you ſpeak of, But whatever others could do, 
J could not, I could not ſtand my ground one 
month, againſt intemperance in ſleep, ſelf-indul— 
gence in food, irregularity in ſtudy: againſt a 
general lukewvarmnels in my affections, and remill- 
nels in my 2Ctions, againſt a loftneſs directly op- 


poſite to the character of a good ſoldier in Jeſus 


Chriſt, And then, when my ſpirit was thus diſ- 
ſolved, I ſhould be an cafy prey to every tempta- 
tion, Then might the cares of the world and the 


deſire of other things, roll back with a full tide 


upon me: and it would be no wonder, if while I 


preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a caſt-away, 


1 cannot therefore but obſerve, That the queſtion 


does not relate bately to the degrees of holineſs, 
but to the very being of ut; 


The 
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The point is, Whether I ſhall or ſhall not work 
out my ſalvation ? Whether I ſhall ſerve Chriſt or 
Belial ? 


11. What ftill ng ye my fear of this untried 


ſtate, is, that when Lam once entered into it, I am 
entered irrecoverably, once for all; 


Vieſtigia nulla Retrorſum. 
If I ſhould ever be weary of the way of life 1 


am now in, I have frequent opportunities of quit- 


ting it: but whatever difficulties occur in that, 
_ foreſeen or unforeſeen, there is no return, any more 


than from the grave, When I have once launched 
out into the unknown fea, there's no recovering 
my harbour, 1 muſt go on, through whatever 
Whirlpools or rocks, or ſands, though all the 
waves and ſtorms go over nme. | 

12, Thus much as to myſelf, But I cannot 
deny, © That we are not to conſider ourſelves 
alone, feeing God made us all tor a locial life, to 
which Academical Studies are only preparatory,” 
I allow too, That he will take an La account 
of every talent which he has lent us, not to bury 
them, but employ every mite which we have re- 
ceived according to his will, whole ſtewards we 
are,” Il own alſo, „That every follower of Chriſt, . 
is, in his proportion, the light of the world: that 
wholoever is ſuch, can no more be concealed, than 


the ſun in the midſt of heaven; that if he is ſet as 


a light in a dark place, his ſhining muſt be the 
more conſpicuous; that to this very end was his 
light given, even to ſhine on all around him:“ 
and indeed, That © there is only one way to hide 
it, which is, To put it out,” I am obliged like- 
wiſe, unleſs I will be againſt the truth, to grant, 
„ That there is not a more contemptible animal 
upon earth, than one that drones away life, with- 
Out ever labouring to promote, either the glory of 


God, 
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God, or the good of man; and that, whether he be 


young or old, learned or unlearned, in a College 
or out of it;“ yet granting, „The ſuperlative 
degree of contempt to be on all accounts due to a- 
College-drone:“ a wretch who has received ten 
talents and employs none; that is not only 
promiſed a reward hereaſter, but is alſo paid 
before-hand for his work, and. yet works not at 


all.” But allowing all this, and whatever elſe you 


can ſay (for I own, you can never lay enough) 


_ againſt the drowzy ingratitude, the lazy perjury of 


thoſe who are commonly called harmleſs men, a 
ſair proportion of whom I muſt, to our ſhame, 
confeſs, are to be found in Colleges: allowin 

this, I ſay, I do not apprehend, it concludes ain 
a College life in general, For the abuſe of it, 
does not deſtroy the uſe, Though there are ſome 
here who are the mere lumber of the creation, it 


does not follow that others may not be of more 


fervice to the world, in this ſtation than they could 
be in any other. | | 
13. That I in particular, could, might (it ſeems); 


be inferred, from what has been ſhewn already, 


viz, That I may myſelf be holier here than any 
where elſe, if I faithfully uſe the bleſſings I enjoy. 
But to wave this, I have other reaſons ſo to judge; 
and the firſt is, The plenteouſneſs of the harveit, 
Here is indeed a large ſcene of various action. 
Here is room for charity in all its forms: there is 
fcarce any poſhble way of doing good, for which. 
here is not daily occaſion. I can now only touch 
on the ſeveral heads. Here are poor families to- 
be relieved, Here are children to be educated. 
Here are workhouſes, wherein both young and old 


gladly receive the word of exhortation, Here are 
priſons, and therein a complication of all human Ps 


wants, And, laſtly, here are the ſchools of the 
Prophets. Of theſe in particular we muſt obſerve, 


That he who gains one does thereby do as much 


ſervice to the world, as he could do in a pariſh in 
his whole life, For his name is Legion: in him 


are 
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are contained all thoſe who ſhall be converted to 
God by him, He 1s not a ſingle drop of the dew 
of heaven, but a river to make glad the city of 
Ged, „ WER. | 
14. © But Epworth, you ſay, is a larger ſphere of 
ation then this, There I ſhould have the care of 
two thouſand fouls.” Two thouſand fouls! I ſee 
not how it is polkible for ſuch a one as me, to take 
care of one hundred, Becauſe the weight that is 


now upon me is almoſt more than 1 can bear, ſhall 
I encreale it tenfold ? 


Imponere Pelio Ofſam 
Sculicet, atq; Offa frondoſum involvere Olympum | 


Would this be the way to help either myſelf or 
others up to heaven? Nay, the mountains I reared 
would only cruſh my own ſoul, and ſo make me 


| Utterly uſeleſs to others, 


15, I need but juſt glance on ſeveral other 


reaſons, why I am more likely to be uſeful here 


than elſewhere; as, becauſe I have the advice of 


many friends in any difficulty, and their encourage- 


ment in any danger: becauſe we have the eyes of 
multitudes upon us, who even without deſigning it 
perform the moſt ſubſtantial office of friendſhip; 
appriſing us, if we have already done any thing 
wrong, and guarding us againſt doing ſo again: 
laſtly, becauſe we have a conſtant fund (which I 
believe this year will amount to near eighty 
pounds) to ſupply the bodily wants of the poor, 
and thereby open a way for their ſouls to receive 
inſtruction. | 

16. If you ſay, „The love of the people of 
Epworth, to me, may balance theſe advantages :" 
I aſk, how long will it laſt ? Only till I come to 
tell them plainly, That their deeds are evil; and 
Particularly to apply that general ſentence, to ſay 
to each, Thou art the man! Alas, Sir, do not I 
know, what love they had to you once ? And how 
have many of them uſed you lince? Why, juſt as 


every 


( 46 ) 


every one will be uſed, whoſe buſineſs it is to bring 
light to them that love darknels, 

17. Notwithſtanding therefore their preſent pre- 
Judice in my favour, I cannot ſee that I am likely 
to do that goed either at Epworth or any cther 
place, which I may hope to do in Oxford, And 
yet one terrible objection lies in the way, Have 
you found it ſo in fact? What have you done there 
m fourteen years? Have not your very attempts 
to do good there, for want either of a particular 
turn of mind for the buſineſs you engaged in, or of 
prudence to dire& you in the right method of 

doing it, been always unſucceſsful? nay, and 
brought ſuch contempt upon you as has in ſome 
meaſure diſqualified you for any future ſucceſs r 
And are there not men in Oxford, who are not 
only better and holier than you, but who having 
preſerved their reputation, and being univerſally 
_ eſteemed, are every way fiiter to promote the glory 
of God in that place?“ 


18. I am not careful to anſwer in this matter. 


It is not my part to ſay, Whether God lath done 
good by my hands, whether I have a particular 
turn of- mind for this, or not; and whether want 
of ſucceſs (where our attempts did not ſucceed) 
was owing to imprudence, or to other cauſes, But 
the latier part of the objection, © That one who is 
deſpiſed can do no good, that without reputation a 


man cannot be uſeful,” being the ſtrong-hold of all 


the unbelieving, the vain-glorious, the cowardly 
Chriſtians, (ſo called.) Iwill by the grace of God, 
ſee, what reaſon there is for this, thus continually 
to exalt itſelf againſt the goſpel of Chriſt, | 

19. With regard to contempt then (under which 
word I thclude all the paſhons that border upon 


it, as hate, envy, &c. and all the fruits that ſpring 


from it, ſuch as calumny and perſecution in all its. 
forms) my firſt poſition in defiance of worldly 


wiſdom, is, Every true Chriſtian us contemned wheres 


euer he lives, by all who are not fo, and who know him 
to be ſuch, that is, in effect, by all with whom he 
converles, 
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converſes, ſince it is impoſſible for light not te 
ſhine. This poſition I prove, both from the ex- 
ample of our Lord, and his exprels aſſertion, Firſt, 
from his example: If the diſciple is not above his 
Maſter; nor the fervant above bis Lord, then as 
our Maſter was deſpiſed and rejected of men, ſo 
will every one of his true diſciples, But the diſ- 
ciple is not above his Maſter, nor the ſervant above 


. his Lord. Therefore The conſequence will not 


fail him a hair's breadth, I prove this ſecondly, 
from his own expreſs aſſertion of this conſequence. 
If they have called the maſter of the houſe Bel- 
zebub, how much more them of his houſehold ? 
Remember (ye that would fain forget or evade this) 
the word which I ſaid unto you, the ſervant is not 
greater than the Lord: if they have perſecuted me, 
they will alſo perſecute you. And as for that vain 
hope, that this belongs only to the firſt followers 
of Chriſt, hear ye him; All theſe things they will 
do unto you, becauſe they know not him that ſent me. 
And again, Becauſe ye are not of the world, therefore. 


the world hateti: you. Both the perſons who are 


hated, the perſons who hate them, and the cauſe of 
their hating them are here ſet down, The hated 
are all that are not of the world, that know and 
love God; the haters are all that are of the 
world, that know not, love not God, The cauſe 


Ok their hatred is the entire irreconcileable dif- 


ference, between their deſigns, judgments and 
affections: becauſe theſe know not God; and thoſe 
are determined to know and. purſue nothing beſide 
him. Theſe eſteem and love the world; and 
thoſe count it dung and dreſs, and fingly deſire the 
love of Chriſt, | 

20, My next poſition is this: Till he is thus 


_ deſpiſed, no man is in a ſtate of falvation. And 


this is a plain conſequence of the former; for if all 
that are not of the world, are therefore deſpiſed by 
thoſe that are, then, till a man 1s deſpiſed, he 1s of 
the world, that is, out of a ſtate of ſalvation. Nor 
is it poſſible for all the trimmers between God _ | 

tne 
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the world, to elude the conſequence, unleſs they 
can prove, that a man may be of the world, and 
yet be in a ſtate of ſalvation, I muſt therefore, 
with or without the conſent of theſe, keep-clole to 
my Saviour's judgment, and maintain, that con- 
tempt is a part of the croſs, which every man bears 
who follows him: that it is the badge of his Diſ- 
cipleſhip, the ſtamp of his profeſſion, the conſtant 
ſeal of his calling; inſomuch that though a man 
may be deſpiſed without being ſaved, yet he cannot 
be ſaved, without being deſpiſed. 

21. I ſhould not ſpend any more words on this 
great truth, but that it 1s at preſent voted out of 
the world. The maſters in Jrael, learned men, 
men of renown, ſeem abſolutely to have forgotten 
it: nay, and cenſure thoſe who have not forgotten 
the words of their Lord, as Setters forth of ſtrapge 
_ doctrine, Yet they who hearken to God rather 
than man, muſt lay down one ſtrange poſition 
more, That the being deſpiſed is abſolutely neceſſary to 
our doing good in the world : if not, to our doin 
ſome good (for God may whrk by Judas,) yet to 
our doing ſo much g S we otherwiſe might: 
feeing we mult know 
others to knew him, "But if we do, we muſt be 
deſpiſed of them that know him not. Here then 
is the Scribe? Where it the wife ? Where is the dif- 
puter of this world? Where is the replier againſt 
God with his ſage maxims, © He that is deſpiſed 
can do no good in the world? To be uſeſul, a man 
muſt be eſteemed: to advance the glory of God, 

ou muſt have a fair reputation.” Saith the 
world ſo? Well; what faith the Scripture ? Why, 
that God hath laughed all this Heathen wiſdom to 
ſcorn. It ſaith, that twelve deſpiſed followers of 
a deſpiſed maſter, all of whom were of no reputa- 
tion, who were eſteemed 
ſcouring of the world, did more good 1a it, than all 
the twelve tribes of J//rael, It faith, that their 
deſpiſed Maſter, left an expreſs. declaration to us 
and to our chuldren, Bleſſed are ye (not accurſed with 
| | the 
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(49) 
the heavy curſe of doing no good, of being uſeleſs 
in the world) when men ſhall reoile you and per- 


ſecute you, and ſay all manner of evit of you falfely 


for my name's ſake, Rejoice and be exceeding glad ; 
for great is your reward in heaven. | 

22, Theie are a part of my reaſons for chuſing to 
abide as vet in the ſtation wherein Il now am. As 
to the flock committed to your care, whom you 


have many years fed with the ſincere milk of the 


word, I truſt in God, your labour ſhall not be in 
vain, Some of them you have ſeen gathered into 
the garner. And for yourſelf, I doubt not, when 
Your warfare is accompliſhed, when you are made 
perfeft through ſufferings, you ſhall follow the chil- 
dren of whom God hath given you, full of years 
and victories, And he that took care of thoſe 
poor ſheep before you was born, will not forget 
them when you are dead,” 
Thurſday, March 29. I left London, end in the 
evening expounded to a {mall company at Baſing- 
ſtoke, Saturday 3. In the evening I reached 
Briſtol, and met Mr, Whitefield there, I could 
{carce reconcile myſelf at firſt to this ſtrange way 
of preaching in the fields, of which he ſet me an 
example on Sunday: having been all my life (tl! 
very lately) ſo tenacious of every point relating to 
decency and order, that 1 ſhould have thought the 
ſaving of ſouls almoſt a fin, if it had not been done 
in a church, 
April 1. In the evening (Mr. Whitefield being 
gone) I begun expounding our Lord's lermon on 


the Mount (one pretty remarkahle precedent of 


field-preaching, I ſuppoſe there were churches at 
that time alſo} to a little Society which was accul- 
tomed to meet once or twice a week in Arckolage 


ſtreet, 


Monday 2. At four in the afternoon, I ſubmitted 
to be more vile, and proclaimed in the highways | 
the glad tidings of ſalvation, ſpeaking from a little 
eminence in a ground adjoining io the city, to 
about three thouſand people, The Scripture on 
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which I ſpoke was this, (Is it poſſible, any one 
ſhould be ignorant. that it is fulfilled in every true 
miniſter of Chriſt ?) The ſpirit of the Lord is upon 
Me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preach the goſpel to 
the poor. He hath ſent me to heal the broken-hearted ; 
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovery of 
fight to the blind: to ſet at liberty them that are 
bruiſed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. 

At ſeven I began expounding the Atts of the 
Apoſtles, to a Society meeting at Baldwin-ſtreet : 
and the next day, the goſpel of St. John in the 
chapel at Newgate; where I alſo daily read the 
morning lervice of the church, 

Wedneſday 4. At Baptiſt- Mills, (a ſort of a ſuburb 
or village about halt a mile from Briſtol) I offered 
the grace of God to about fifteen hundred perſons 
from theſe words, I will heal their backfliding, I will. 
love them freely. 

In the evening three women agreed to meet. 
together weekly, with the ſame intention as thole 
at London, viz. To confeſs their fauits one to another, 
and pray one for another, that they may be healed. 
At eight, four . men agreed to meet, in pur- 
ſuance of the fame deſign. How dare any man 
deny this to be (as to the ſubſtance of it) a means 
of grace, ordained by God ? Unleſs he will affirm 
{with Luther in the fury of his Solifidianiſm) That 
St. James epiſtle, is an epiſtle of ſtraw ? 

Thurſday 5. At five in the evening I began, at a 
Society in Caftle-ftreet, expounding the epiſſle to the 
Romans; and the next evening at a Society in 
Glouceſter-Lane, the firſt Epiſtle of St. John. On 
Saturday evening at Weavers- Hall alſo 1 begun 
expounding the epiſtle to the Romans, and de- 
clared that goſpel to all, which is the Power of God 
unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth, 

Sunday 8. At ſeven in the morning I preached 
to about a thouſand perſons at Briſtol, and after- 
Wards to about fifteen hundred, on the top of 

Hannam- Mount in Ringtwood. I called to them 
in the words of the evangelical Prophet, Ho / Every 
| | one 
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one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters; come and buy 
wine and milk without money, and wuhout price. 
About five thouſand were in the afternoon at Roſe- 
Green, (on the other fide of Aingswood) among 
whom I ſtood and cried, in the name of the Lord, 
If any man thirſt, let him come unto me and drink, 
He that believeth on me, as the ſcripture hath ſaid, 
out of his belly ſhall flow rwers of living water. 
Tueſday 10. I was defired to go to Bath; where 
I offered to about a thouſand fouls, the free grace 
of God to heal their backſltdings, and inthe morning 
to (I believe) more than two thouland, I preached 


to about the ſame number, at Baptiſt- Mills in the 


afternuon, on Chrift, made 6of God unto us, wifdon 
and righteouſueſs and ſunfication and redemption. 
Saturday 14. I preached at the Poor-houle : 
three or four hundred were within, and more then 
twice that number without: ſo whom | explained 
thole comfortable words, Ihen they had nothing to 
pay, he frankly forgave them bath, ig 
Sunday 15, I explained at ſeven to five or ſix 
thouſand perſons, the ſtory of the Phariſee and the 
Publican. About three thouſand were preſent at 
Hannam- Mount, I preached at Newgate after din- 
ner to a crowded congregation, Between five and 
ſix we went to Roſe Green it rained hard atiBriftad, 
but not a drop fell upon us, while I declared to 
about five thouſand, Chrijt our wifdom and rig hteou/- 
neſs and ſanctiſication and redemption. I concluded 
the day by ſhewing at the Society in Bald uin- 


ſtreet, That his blood cleanſeth us from all ſin. 


Tueſday 17. At five in the afternoon, I was at a 
little Society in the Back-Lane. The room in 
which we were was propped beneath; but the 
weight of the people made the floor give way, fo 


that in the beginning of the expounding the 


poſt which propped it, fell down with a great 
noiſe, But the floor ſunk no further, ſo that after 


_ a little ſurprize at firſt, they quietly attended to the 


things that were ſpoken. 
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upon God as out of the belly of hell, was 1 


( 52 ) 


Thence I went to Baldwin-ftreet, and expounded 


as it came in courle, the fourth chapter ofthe Acts. 


We then called upon God, to confirm his word, 


Immediately one that ſtood by (to our no {mall 
furpriſe) cried out aloud, with the utmoſt vehe- 
mence, even as in the agonies of death, But we 
continued in prayer, till a new ſong was put in her 
mouth, a thankſgiving unto our God, Soon aſter, 
two other perions (well known in this place, as 
lahouring to live in all good conſcience towards all 


men) were ſeized with ſtrong pain, and conſtrained 


to roar for the diſquietneſs of their heart. But it 


was not long before they likewiſe burſt forth into 


praiſe to God their Saviour, The laſt who called 


2 „a ſtranger in Briftol, And in a ſhort 
ſpace, he alſo was overwhelmed with joy and 
love, knowing that God had healed his back- 
ſlidings. So many living witneſſes hath God 
given, that His hand ts fiall firetched out to heal, 
and that figns and wonders are even now wrought, by 
hes holy child Jeſus. | 

Wedneſday 18, In the evening L——e S 


(late a Quaker, but baptized the day before) 


R -a M and a few others, were admit- 
ted into the Society, But R a M 


was ſcarcely able, either to ſpeak or look up. 


Je forrows of death compaſſed her about, the pains 


of hell got hold upon her, We poured cut our com- 


plaints before God, and ſhewed him of her trouble, 
And he ſoon fhewed, he is a God that hearethk 
Prayer, She felt in herſelf, that being guſtified freely, 


fhe had peace with God, through Feſus Chriſt. She 


rejoiced in hope of the glory of God, and the love of 
Cod was ſhed abroad in her heart. 

April 20. Being Good-Friday, E——th Rn, 
T - IV. „ and one or two others, firſt 
knew they had Redemption in the blood of Chriſt, the 
remiſſion of their fins, 


Saturday 


= 


e 


Saturday 21. At IWeavers-Hall a young man was 
ſuddenly ſeized with a violent trembling: all over, 
and in a few minutes, the ſorrows of hit heart 


being enlarged, ſunk down to the ground, | But We 
| —— not calling upon God, till he raiſed him up 
full of Peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, _ | 

3 On Ealter-day, it being a thorough rain, I could 
A only preach at Newgate at eight in the morning, 


and two in the afternoon ; ina houſe near Hannam- 
Mount at eleven; and in one near Roſe-Gr-en at 
five, At the Society in the evening, many were 
cut to the heart, and many comforted, | 
Monday 29g. On a repeated invitation I went to 
Pensford, about five miles from Briſtol, I ſent to 
the miniſter, to alk leave to preach in the church, 
but having waited ſome time and received no 
anſwer, I called on many of the people who were 
gathered together in an open, place, If any man 
thirſt, let him come unto me and drink. At four in 
the afternoon there were above three thouland, 
in a convenient place near the city; to whom I 
declared, Ihe hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead fhall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they 
that hear ſhall live. 7 
I preached at Bath to about four thouſand on 
Tueſday morning, and at four in the afternoon to 
the poor Colliers, at a place about the middle of 
 MKingswood, called Two Mile- Hill. In the evening 
at Baldwin-ſtreet, a young man, after a ſharp (tho? 
ſhort) agony, both of body and mind, found his 
1 ſoul filled with peace, knowing in whom he had 
2 believed. | PFs 
Z* Wedneſday 25. To above two thouſand at Ba- 
1 tiſt- Mills, I explained that glorious, Scripture: 
(deſcribing the ſtate of every true believer in 
Chriſt, every one who by faith is born of God) 
Je have not received the ſpirit of bondage again unto, 
fear, but ye have received the ſpirit of adoption, whe) e- 
by, we cry Abba, Father. u 
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Thurſday 26. While I was preaching at News 


gate on theſe words, He that believeth hath everlaſting 
life; I was inſenſibly led, without any previous 
deſign, to declare ſtrongly and explicitly, That 
God willeth all men to be thus ſaved ; and to pray 
that If this were not the truth of God, he would 
not ſuffer the blind to go out of the way; but if 
it were, he would bear witneſs to his word,” 
Immediately one and another and another ſunk to 
the earth: they dropped on every ſide as thunder- 
ſtruck. One of them cried aloud. We beſought 
God in her behalf, and he turned her heavineſs 
into joy. A fecond being in the ſame agony, we 
called upon God for her allo; and he ſpoke peace 
unto her foul, In the evening I was again preſt 


in ſpirit to declare, that Cxriſt gave himfelf a ranſom 


for all, And almoſt before we called upon him, 
to ſet to his ſeal, he-anſwered;; one was fo wounded 
by the ſword” of the ſpirit, that you would have 
imagined ſhe could* not live a moment. But im- 
mediately his abundant kindneſs was ſhewed, and 
the loudly ſang of his righteouſneſs, 

Friday 27: All Newgate rang with the cries of 
thoſe whom the word of God cut to the heart; 
To of them were in a moment filled with joy, ta 
the aſtoniſhment of thoſe that beheld them. 
Sunday 29. 1 declared the free grace of God to 
about four thouſand people, from theſe words; 
He that ſpared: not his own ſon, but delivered him up 
for us all, how ſhalt he not with' him alſo freely give 
us all things? At that hour it was, that one who 
had long continued in fin, from a deſpair of finding 
' mercy, received a full, elear ſenſe of His pardoning 
love, and power to fin no more. I then went to 
Clifton (a mile from Briſtol] at the miniſter's deſire, 
who was dangerouſly ill, and thence returned to a 
little plain, near Hannam- Mount, where about three 


thouſand were preſent, After dinner I went to | | 


Clifton again. The church was quite full at. 
the prayers and ſermon, as was the church-yard: 
at the burial which followed, From Clifton we 

| | went 
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went to Roſe- Green, where were (by computation) 
near ſeven thouſand, and thence to Gloureſter-Lawe 
Society, After which was our firſt love-feaſt 


in Baldwin-ſtreet, O how has God renewed my a 
ſtrength! Who uſed ten years ago to be ſo faint | 


and weary, with preaching twice in one day ! 
Monday go. We underſtood that many were 
offended at the cries of thoſe on whom the power 
of God came: among whom was a Phyſician, who 
was much afraid, there might be fraud or impoſture 
in the caſe, To-day one whom he had known 
many years, was the firſt (while I was preaching 
in Newgate) who broke out into ſtrong cries and 
tears, He could hardly believe his own eyes and 
ears, He went and ſtood cloſe to her, and ob- 
ſerved every ſymptom, till great drops of ſweat 


ran down her face, and all her bones ſhook, He 


then knew not what to think, being clearly con- 
vinced, it was not fraud, nor yet any natural dif. 
order. But when both her ſou} and body were 
healed in a moment, he acknowledged the finger 
of God. | | 

Tueſday May 1, Many were offended again, and 
indeed, much more than before. For at Baldwin 
ſtreet my voice could ſcarce be heard, amidſt the 
groanings of ſome, and the cries of others, callin 
aloud to Him that is mighty to fave, I defired al 
that were fincere of heart, To beſeech with me 
the Prince exalted for us, that he would proclaim 
deliverance to the captives, And he ſoon ſhewed 
that he heard our voice, Many of thoſe who had 
been long in darkneſs, ſaw the dawn of a great 
light: and ten perſons (I afterwards found) then 
began to ſay in faith, My Lord and my God / 

A Quaker, who ſtood by, was not a little dif 
pleaſed at the diſſimulation of theſe creatures, and 
was biting his lips and knitting his brows, when he 
dropped down as thunder-ſtruek. The agony he 
was in, was even terrible to behold. We beſought 
God, not to lay folly to his charge. And he ſoon 
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( 56 ) 
lifted up his head and cried aloud, © Now I know, 
thou art a prophet of the Lord.“ 
Wedneſday 2. At Newgate, another mourner 


was comforted, I was deſired to ſtep thence to a 
neighbouring houſe to ſee a letter wrote againſt 


me, as a deceiver of the people, by teaching that C 


willeth all men to be ſaved, One who long had 
allerted the contrary was there, when a young 
woman came in (who could ſay. before, I know 
that my Redeemer liveth”) all in tears and in dee 

anguiſh of ſpirit, She ſaid, „She had been reaſon- 
ing with herſelf, How theſe things could be, till 
ſhe was perplexed more and more, and ſhe now 


found the ſpirit of Chriſt was departed from her.“ 


We began to pray, and ſhe cried out, © He is 
come! He is come! I again rejoice in God my 


Saviour,” Juſt as we roſe. from giving thanks, 


another perſon reeled four or five ſteps, and then 


dropped down, We prayed with her, and left her 
ſtrongly convinced of fin, and earneſtly groaning 
for deliverance. | 

1 did not mention one F——n H— u, 


a Weaver, who was at Baldwin: ſtreet the night 


before, He was (I underſtood) a man of a regular 
life and converſation, one that conſtantly attended 
the publick prayers and ſacrament, and was zealous 
for the church, and againſt Diſſenters of every de- 
nomination. Being informed that people fell into 
ſtrange fits at the Societies, he came to ſee and 
judge for himſelf. But he was leſs ſatisfied 
than before; inſomuch that he went about to ſee 
his acquaintance one after another, till one in the 
morning, and laboured above meaſure to convince 
them It was a deluſion of the devil,” We were 
going home, when one met us in the ſtreet and in- 
formed us, That F———=n H— n was fallen 
raving mad.“ It ſeems he had {at down to dinner, 
but had a mind firſt to end a ſermon he had bor- 
rowed on «© Salvation by faith.” In reading the 
laſt page, he changed colour, fell off his chair, and 
began ſcreaming terribly and beating himſelf 


againſt 
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againſt the ground, The neighbours were alarmed 


and flocked together to the houſe, Between one 


and two I came in, and found him on the floor, 
the room being full of people, whom his wife 
would have kept without ; but he cried out aloud, 
« No; let them all come, let all the world ſee the 
juſt judgment of God.” Two or three men were 
holding him as well as they could, He imme- 
diately fixed his eyes upon me, and ſtretching out 
his hand, cried, © Ay, this is he, who I ſaid was a 
deceiver of the people. But God has overtaken 
me. I ſaid, it was all a deluſion.“ But this is 
no deluſion.” He then roared out, © © thou devil! 


Thou curſed devil! Yea, thou legion of devils} 


Thou canſt not ſtay, Chriſt will caſt thee out, I 
know his work is begun. Tear me to pieces, if 
thou wilt: but thou canſt not hurt me.” He then 
beat himſelf againſt the ground again ; his breaſt 
heaving at the ſame time, as in the pangs of death, 
and great nou of ſweat trickling down his face, 
We all betook ourſelves to prayer. His pangs 
ceaſed, and both his body and ſoul were ſet at 
liberty, 

Thence I went to Baptift- Mills, and declared 
him whom God hath exalted to be a Prince and 4 
Saviour, to give repentance unto Iſrael and remiſſion of 
fins, Returning to n H--——— , we found 
his voice was loſt, and his body weak as that ot an 
infant. But his ſoul was in peace, full of love, 
and rejotcing in hope of the glory of God. 

he women of our Society met at ſeven. During 
our prayer, one of them fell into a violent agony ; 
but ſoon after began to cry out with confidence, 
My Lord, and my God ! Saturday 5, L preached at 
the defire of an unknown correſpondent, on thoſe 
excellent words, (if well underſtood, as recom- 
mending faith, reſignation, patience, meeknels) 
Be ſtill, and know that I am God. 

Sunday 6. I preached in the morning, to five or 
ſix thouſand people, on, Except ye be converted and 


become as little children, ye cannot enter into the king- 


dom 


& 


dom of heaven. (The ſame words on which 1 


preached the next day, and on Wedneſday at Bap- 
tſt- Malls.) On Hannam-Mount | preached to about 
three thouſand, on the Scripture hath included all 
under . fin: at two at Clifton church, on Chriſt our 
wifdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication, and redemption ; 
and about hve at Roſe-Green on the Promiſe by 


faith of Jeſus Chrift which is given to them that 


belteve. 


Monday 7. I was preparing to {et out for Penf- 


Jord, having now had leave to preach in the 
Church, when I received the following note : 


Sir, Our Miniſter, having been in formed, You are 
beſide yourſelf, dots not care you ſhould preach in any 
of hes Churches, ——1 went however, and on Preeft- 
Down, about half a mile from Pensford, preached 
 Chrift our wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication and 
redemption. 


Tueſday 8, I went to Bath, but was not ſuffered 
to be in the meadow where I was before; which 
occaſioned the offer of a much more convenient 
place; where I preached Chriſt to about a thou- 

ſand ſouls, | | 8 
Wedaeſday 9. We took poſſeſſion of a piece of 
ground, near St, Fames's church-yard, in the 
Horfe- Fair, where it was deſigned to build a room, 
large enough to contain buth the Societies of 
Nicholas and Baldwin-ſtreet, and ſuch of their 
acquaintance as might deſire to be preſent with 
them, at ſuch times as the Scripture was ex- 
pounded, And on Saturday 12, the firſt ſtone 
was laid, with the voice of praiſe and thankſ- 

wing, 

I had not at firſt the leaſt apprehenſion or deſign, 
of being perſonally engaged, either in the expence- 
of this work, or in the direction of it: having ap- 
pointed eleven Feoffees, on whom 1 ſuppoled 
thele burthens would fall of courſe. But I quickly 


found my miſtake; firſt with regard to the ex- 
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( 59 ) 
ence: for the whole undertaking muſt have ood 


ſtill, had not I immediately taken upon myſelf the 
payment of all the workmen; fo that before [ 


knew Where I was, I had contratted a debt of 


inore than a hundred and fifty pounds, And thig 
was to diſcharge how I could; the ſubſcriptions. 
of both Societies not amounting to one quarter of 


the fum, And as to the direction of the work, 1 


preſently received letters from my friends in Lon- 
don, Mr, Whitefield in particular, backed with a 
meſſage by one juſt come from thence, that neither 
he nor they would have any thing to do with the. 
building, neither contribute any thing towards it, 
unleſs I would inſtantly diſcharge all Feoffees, and 
do every thing in my own name, Many reaſons 
they gave for this; but one was enough, viz, 
© [hat ſuch Feoffees always would have it in their 
power, to controul me, and if I preached not as 
they liked, to turn me out of the room I had built.“ 
I accordingly yielded to their advice, and calling 
all the Feoffees together, cancelled {no man op- 
poſing) the inſtruments made before, and took the 
whole management into my own hands, Money, 
it is true, I had not, nor any human proſpect or 
probability of procuring it. But I knew the earth 
is the Lord's, and the fulnefs thereof, and in his 


name ſet out, nothing doubting. 


In the evening, while I was declaring, That 
Feſus Chriſt had given himſelf a ranſom for all, three 

erſons almoſt at once, ſunk down as dead, having 
all their ſins ſet in array before them. But in a 
ſhort time they were raiſed up, and knew that 
the Lamb of God who taketh away the fin of the 
world, had taken away their fins, 

Sunday 13. I began expounding in the morning, 
the thirteenth chapter of the firſt epiſtle to the 
Corinthians. At Hannam I farther explained, the 
promiſe given by faith; as I did alſo at Roſe-Green. 
At Clifton it pleaſed God to afſiſt me greatly, in 
ſpeaking on thoſe words, He that drinketh of this 


water ſhall thirſt again ; but whofa' drinketh of the 
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water that I ſhall give him fall never th irſte but 
| the water which 1 ſhall give him ſhall be in him a 
well of water, ſpringing up into everlaſting life. 
My ordinary employment (in 3 was now 
as follows: every morning I read prayers and 
preached at Newgate, Every evening I ex- 


pounded a portion of Scripture, at one, or more 


of the Societies. On Monday in the afternoon I 
prezched abroad near Briſtol: on Tueſday at Bath 
and Tuo Mile-Hill alternately, On Wedneſday at 
Baptiſt- Mills, Every other Thurſday near Pens- 


ford. Every other Friday in another part of 


Kingswood, On Saturday in the afternoon and 
Sunday morning, in the Bowling-Green (which lies 


near the middle of the city.) On Sunday at eleven 


near Hannam-Mount, At two at Clifton, and at 
| kive on Roſe-Green, And hitherto, as my day is, 
fo my ftrength hath been, e 

Tueſday 15. As I was expounding in the Back- 
Lane, on the righteouſneſsoftheScribes and Phariſees, 
many who had before been righteous in their own 
eyes, abhorred themſelves as in duſt and aſhes, 
But two, who ſeemed to be more deeply convinced 
than the reſt, did not long ſorrow as men without 
hope; but found in that hour, that they had an 
advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteous : 
as did three others in Glouceſter-Lane the evening 
before, and three at Baldwin-ſtreet this evening. 
About ten, two who after having ſeen a great light, 
had again reaſoned themſelves into darkneſs, came 
to us, heavy-laden, We cried to God, and they 

were again filled with peace and joy in believing. 
Wedneſday 16. While I was declaring at Bap- 
ti. Mills, He was wounded for our tranſgrefſion, a 
middle-aged man began violently beating his 
breaſt, and crying to him by whoſe ftripes we are 
healed, During our prayer, God put a new ſong 
in his mouth, Some mocked and others owned 
the hand of God. Particularly a woman of Baptift- 
Mills, who was now convinced of her own want. 
of an advocate with God, and went home full of 
anguiſh, 
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anguiſh, but was in a few hours filled with joy, 
knowing he had blotted out all her tranfgreſtons, | 


"1" Scripture which came in turn at Newgate 


| to-day, was the leventh of St. John, The words 


which 1 chielly inſiſted en as applicable to every 
miniſter of Chiiſt, who in any wiſe follows the 
ſteps of his Maſter, were thele, The world cannot 
hate you ; but me it hateth, becauſe 1 teſtify of it, that 
its deeds are evil. There was a murmuring therefore 
concerning him among the muilitude ; for ſome ſaid, 
he is a good man. others ſaid, nay, but he deceioetn 
the people, After ſermon | was informed the Sheriffs 
had ordered, I ſhould preach here for the future, 


but once a week,”” Yea, and this once too often, 


it he deceiveth the people: but if otherwiſe, why 
not once a day? ' 


then a boy {about fourteen years of age) was over- 


whelmed with ſin, forrow and fear. But we cried . 


to God, and. their ſouls were delivered. 

Sunday 20. Seeing many of the rich at Clifton 
church, my heart was much pained for them, and 
1 was earneſtly deſirous that ſome even of them 
might enter into the kingdom of heaven, But full as 
I was, I knew not where to begin, in warning 
them to flee from the wrath to come, till my Tei- 
tament opened on theſe words, 1 came not to call the 
righteous, but funners to repentance; in applying 


which, my foul was fo enlarged, that methought I 


could have cried out (in another ſenſe than poor, 
vain Archimedes) Give me where to {tand, and I 


will ſhake the earth,” God's ſending forth light- | 


ning with the rain, did not hinder about fifteen 


hundred, from ſtaying at Roſe-Green, Our Scripture 


was, It is the glorious God that maketh the thunder, 
The voice of the Lord is mighty in operation, the voice 
of the Lord 1s a glorious voice, In the evening, he 
poke to three whole fouls were all ſtorm and 
tempeſt, and immediately there was a great calm. 
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Saturday 19. At Weaver's- Hall, a woman firſt, 
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During this whole time, I was almoſt con- 
tinually aſked, either by thoſe who purpoſely 
eame to Briftol, to enquire concerning this ſtrange 
work, or by my old new correſpondents, How can 
theſe things be? And innumerable cautions were 
given me (generally grounded on grols miſrepre- 
ſentations of things + Not to regard viſions or 


dreams; or to fancy people had remiſſion of fins, 


becauſe of their cries or tears, or bare outward 
profeſſions.” To one who had many times wrote 
to me on this head, the ſum of my anſwer was as 


. follows: 


+ The queſtion between us turns chiefly, if not 
wholly, on matter of fact. You deny, That God 


does now work thele effects: at leaſt, that he 


works them in this manner, I affirm both; be- 
cauſe I have heard theſe things with my own ears, 
and ſeen them with my eyes. I have ſeen (as far 
as a ding of this kind can be ſeen) very many 
perſons changed in a moment, from the ſpirit of 


tear, horror, deſpair, to the ſpirit of love, joy and 


peace; and from ſinſul defire, till then reigning 
over them, to a pure deſire of doing the will of 
(God. Thefe are matters of fact, whereof J have 
been, and almoſt daily am, an eye or ear-witneſs, 


„What I have to ſay, touching viſions or dreams, is 


this: I know ſeveral perſons in whom this great 
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zrong repreſentation to the eye of their mind, 
of Chriſt either on the croſs or in glory, This is 


the fat; let any judge of it as they pleaſe, And 


that ſuch a change was then wrought, appears (not 
from their ſhedding tears only, or falling into fits, 
or crying out : theſe are not the fruits, as you ſeem 


to ſuppole, whereby I judge) but from the whole 


tenor of their life, till then many ways wicked; 


from that time, holy, juſt and good, 


& will ſhew you him that was a lion till then, 
and is now a lamb; him that was a drunkard, and 
is now exemplarily ſober; the whoremonger that 
was, who now abhors the very garment ſpotted bY 

h | the 


the fleſh, Theſe are my living arguments for what 
I aſſert, viz. That God does num, as aforetime, give 
remiſſion of fins and the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, even 
to us and to our children: yea, and that always fud- 
denly, as far as I have known, and often in dreams 
or in the viſions of God. If it be not fo, J am found 
a falle viitneſs before God, For thele things I do, 
| and by his grace will, teftify.” 

Perhaps it might be, becauſe of the hardneſs of 
our heaits, unready to receive any thing, unlels we 
lee it with our eyes and hear it with our ears, that 
God in tender condeſcenſion to our weakneſs, 
ſuffered ſo many outward ſigns at the very time 
when he wrought this inward change, to be con- 
tinually ſeen and heard among us. But although 
they ſaw ſigns and wonders (for ſo I muſt term 
them) yet many would not believe. They could 
not indeed deny the fe(ts; but they could explain 
them away, Some faid, * Theſe were purely 
natural effects; the people fainted away, only 
becauſe of the heat and cloſeneſs of the rooms.“ 
And others were ſure, „It was all a cheat: they 
might help it if they would, Elſe why were thele 
things only in their private Societies? Why were 
they nut done in the face of the ſun?” To-day 
Monday 21. our Lord anſwered for himſelf, For 
while I was enforcing theſe words, Be ftill and 
know that I am God, he began to make bare his 
arm, not in a cloſe room, neither in private, but in 
the open air, and before more than two thouſand 
witneſſes. One and another and another were 
ſtruck to the earth, trembling exceedingly at the 
Preſence of his power, Others cried, with a loud 
and bitt r cry, What muſt we do to be ſaved? And 
in leſs than an hour, ſeven perſons, wholly un- 
known to me till that time, were rejoicing and 
ſinging, and with all their might giving thanks to 
the God of their ſalvation, 

In the evening, I was interrupted at Nicholas- 
ſtreet, almoſt as ſoon as I had begun to ſpeak, by 
the cries of ane who was pricked to the heart, and 


F 2 | | ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly groaned for pardon and peace, Yet I 
went on to declare what God had already done, 
in proof of that important truth, That he is not 
willing any ſhould pertſh, but that all fhould come to 
repentance, Another dropped down, cloſe to one 
who was a ſtrong aflerter of the contrary dectrine. 
While he ſtood aſtoniſhed at the fight, a little boy 
near him was ſeized in the ſame manner. A 
young man who {tood behind, fixed his eyes on 
him, and ſunk down himſelf as one dead: but 
Joon began to roar out and beat himſelf againſt the 
ground, ſo that ſix men could ſcarcely hold him. 
His name was Thomas Maxfield, Except J——— 
125 n, I never ſaw one fo torn of the evil one, 
mean While many others began to cry out to the 


Saviour 4 all, that he would come and help them, 


inſomuch that all the houſe, (and indeed all the 
itreet for ſome ſpace) was in an uproar; But we 
continued in prayer; and before ten, the greater 
Part found reſt to their ſouls, 

T was called from ſupper to one, who feeling in 
herſelf ſuch a conviction as ſhe never had known 
before, had run out of the Society in all haſte, 
that ſhe might not expoſe herſelf, But the hand 


of God followed her till, ſo that after going a few 


ſteps, ſhe was forced to be carried home, and when 
ſhe was there, grew worſe and worſe, She was in 
a violent agony when we came, We called upon 
God, and her ſoul found reſt, | 

About twelve I was greatly importuned, to go 
and viſit one perſon more, She had only one 
ſtruggle after I came, and was then filled with 
peace and joy. I think twenty-nine in all, had 
their heavineſs turned into joy, this day. 

Tueſday 22, I preached to about a thouſand at 
Bath. There were ſeveral fine, gay things among 
them, to whom eſpecially I called, Awake thou that 
fleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and Chrifi ſhall give 
' thee tight ! | 


Saturday 
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Saturday 26. One came to us in deep deſpair”; 
but after an hour ſpent in prayer, went away in 
peace, The next day, having obſerved in many a 


zeal which did not ſuit with the ſweetneſs and 


gentleneſs of love, I preached at Reſe- Green on 
thoſe words (to the largeſt congregation I ever hed 
there, I believe upwards of ten thouſand ſouls) 
Ye know not what manner of ſpirit ye are of. For 
the fon of man is not come to deſtroy men's lives, 
but to ſave them, At the Society in the evenzny, 
eleven were deeply convinced of fin, and ſoon after 
comforted, ba | 


Monday 28, I began preaching at Weaver's- Hall. 


at eleven in the foitenoon; where two perſons: 


were enabled to cry out in faith, My Lord, and my 
God ! As were ſeven, during the ſermon in the 
afternoon, before ſeveral thouſand witneſſes; and 


ten in the evening at Baldwin-ftrect ; of whom two” 
were children. 


Tueſday 29. I was unknowingly engaged in 
converſation, with a famous infidel, a confirmer of 
the unfaithful in theſe parts. He appeared a little 


furprized, and ſaid, He would pray to God to feu 


him the true way f worſhipping him. 

On Aſcenſion-Day in the morning, ſome of us 
went to King's. Veſton-Hill, four or five miles from 
Briſtol. Two gentlemen going by, ſent up to us in 
port, many perſons from the neighbouring villages : 
to whom therefore I took occaſion to explain thoſe 
words, Thou art aſcended up on hagh, thou haſt led 
captivity captive ; and received gifts for men, yea even 


for the rebellious, that the Lord God might dwell 


among them. 


* 


Sunday, June g. In the morning to about ſix 
thouſand perſons, in concluding the thirteenth 
chapter of the firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, I 
deſcribed a truly charitable man. At Hannam 1 
enforced theſe words, That every mouth may be 
ſtopped, and all the world become guilty before God. 
And again in the afternoon at Roſe- Green, to I 
believe eight or nine thouſand, In the evening 
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not being permitted to meet in Baldwin. ſtreet, we 
met in the ſhell of our new Society Room. The 
Scripture which came in courſe to be explained, 
was, Marvel not, if the world hate you, We 
ſung | | 


Arm of the Lord, awake, awake, 
Thine own immortal ſtrength put on : 


And God even our own God, gave us his bleſſing, 

Monday 4.. Many came to me and earneſtly ad- 
viſed me, „Not to preach abroad in the afternoon, 
becauſe there was a combination of ſeveral perſons, 
who threatened terrible things,” This report 
being ſpread abroad brought many hither, of 
better ſort of people {ſo called) and added, I be- 
lieve, more than a thouſand, to the ordinary con- 
gregation. The Scripture to which, not my 
choice, but the providence of God directed me 
was, Fear not thou, for I am with thee : be not dij- 
mayed, for I am thy Cod. I will ſirengthen thee, 
yea I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee with the 
Tight hand of my righteauſneſs. Ihe power of God 
came with his word: ſo that none ſcoffed, or in- 
_ terrupted, or opened his mouth, 
Tueſday 3. There was great expectation at Bath, 
of what a noted man was to do with me there: 
and I was much intreated, “Not to preach ; be- 
cauſe no one knew what might happen.” By this 
report I alſo gained a much larger audience, among 
whom were many of the rich and great. I told 
them plainly, The Scripture had concluded them all 
under fin, high and low, rich and poor, one with 
another. Many of them ſeemed to be not a little 
ſurprized, and were ſinking a- pace into ſeriouſneſs, 
when their champion appeared, and coming clo'e 
to me, aſked, By what authority I did theſe 
| things?” I replied, By the authority of Jelug 
Chriſt, conveyed. to me by the (now) Archbilkop 
of Canterbury, when he laid his hands upon me 
and ſaid, „Take thou authority to preach the 
7 2 | goipel,” 
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goſpel.” He ſaid, „ This is contrary to A& of 
Parliament. This is a Conventicle.” I anſwered, 
© Sir, The Conventicles mentioned in that Act 
(as the Preamble ſhews) are ſeditious meetings, 
But this 1s not ſuch, Here is no ſhadow of 
ſedition. Therefore it is not contrary to that Act.“ 
He replied, “I ſay it is. And beſide, your 
preaching frightens people out of their wits,” Sir, 
did you ever hear me preach ? No. How then can you 


judge of what you never heard? Sir, by common 


report, Common report is not enough. Give me leave, 
Ser, to aſk, Is not your name Naſh? My name is 
Naſh. Sir, I dare not judge of you by common 
report, 1 think it not enough to judge by. Here he 
pauſed awhile, and having recovered himſelf aſked, 
«I defire to know, what this people comes here 


ſor?” On which one replicd, “Sir, leave him io 


me, Let an old woman anſwer him.” © You, 
Mr. Naſh, take care of your body. We take care 
of our fouls, and for the food of our ſouls we 
come here,” Ile replicd not a word, but walked 
away. : | 
As I returned the ftreet was full of people, 
Hhurrying to and fro, and ſpeaking great words. 
But when any of them aſked, © Which is he? 
and I replied, „I am he.” They were imme- 
diately ſilent. Several ladies following me into 
Mr. Marchant's houſe, the ſervant told me, © There 
were ſome wanted to ſpeak with me.“ I went to 
them and ſaid, „I believe, ladies, the maid miſ- 


took: you only wanted to look at me.” I added, 


«I do not expect that the rich and great ſhould 

want either to ſpeak with me, or hear me, for I 

ſpeak the plain truth; a thing you little hear of, 

and do not defire to hear.” A few more words 
aſt between us, and I retired, - 


Thurſday 7. I preached at Prieft-Down, on Hat 


muſt we do to be ſaved ? In the midit of the prayer 
after ſermon, two men, hired, as we afterwards 
underſtood, far that purpoſe; began ſinging a ballad, 
After a few mild words (for I law none that were 


augry) 
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( 68 ) 
angry) uſed without effect, we all began ſinging a 
plalm which put them utterly to filence, We 
then powed out our ſouls in prayer for them, and 
they appeared altogether confounded, O may this 
be a day much to be remembered by them, for the 
loving-kindneſs of the Lord! | 

Monday 11. I received a preſling letter from 
London (as I had ſeveral others before) io come 
thither as ſoon as poſſible: “Our brethren at 
Fetter-Lane being in great confuſion for want of 
my prelence and advice.“ I therefore preached in 
the afternoon on thele words, I take you to record 
this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men ; 
| for I have not ſhunned ta declare unto you all the 

counſel of God. After ſermon, I commended them 
to the grace of God, in whom they had believed, 
Surely God hath yet a work to doin this place. I. 
have not found ſuch love, no not in England; nor 
{o childlike, artleſs, teachable a temper, as he hath 
given to this people, =—_ 

Yet during this whole time I had many thoughts, 
concerning the unuſual manner of my miniſtering. 
among them, But aſter frequently laying it before 
the Lord, and calmly weighing whatever objections 
I heard againſt it, I could not but adhere to what I 
had ſome time ſince wrote to a friend, who had 
freely ſpoken his ſentiments concerning it, An 
extract of that letter I here ſubjoin; that the mat- 
ter may be placed in a clear light, 


Dear Sir, 
HE beſt return I can make for the kind 
freedom you uſe, is to ule the ſame to you, 

O may the God whom we ſerve ſanctify it to 
us both, and teach us the whole truth as it is in 

Jeſus! . 
| You ſay, © You cannot reconcile ſome parts of 
my behaviour with the character I have long ſup- 
orted.“ No, nor never will, Therefore 1 have 
diſclaimed that character on every public occaioen, 
| ] told 


BE 


Wold all in our ſhip, all atSavannah, all at Frederica, 

and that over and over, in exprels terms, „I am 
not a Chriſtian: I .aly follow after, it haply 1 
may aitain it,” When they urged my works and 
ſeif-denial, I anſwered ſhort, Though [ give ai! my 
goods to feed the poor, and my body to be burned, I am 
notiins, For 1 have not charity. I do not love 
God with all my heart, If they added, © Nay, 
but yau could nut preach as you do, if you was not 
a Cariſtian;” 1 again confronted them with St. 
Paul, Though I ſpeak with the tongue of men and 
angels, and have not charity, I am nothing. Moſt 
earncitiy therefore, both in public and private did 
I inculcate this, „Be not ye ſhaken however I 
may fall; for the foundation ſtandeth ſure,” 

If you aſk, On what principle then I acted ?” 
It was this, „A defire to be a Chriſtian, and a 
conviction that whatever I judge conducive there- 
to, that I am bound to do; wherever I judgeIcan 
beſt anſwer this end, thither it is my duty to go,” 
On this principle I ſet out for America ; on this, I 
viſited the Moravian church; and on the ſame, am 
I ready now (God being my helper) to go to Aby/- 
finia or China, or whitherſoever it ſhall pleaſe God 
by this conviction to call me. 

As to your advice, * That I ſhoy!4 ſettle in Col - 
lege,” 1 have no buſineſs there, having now mo 
office, and no pupils, And whether the other 
branch of your propoſal be expedient for me, viz. 
„Lo accept of a cure of ſouls,” it will be time 
enough to conſider, when one is offered to me. 
But in the mean time, you think I ought to fit 
ſtill; becauſe otherwiſe I ſhould invade another's 
office, if I interfered with other people's bulineſs 
and intermeddled with ſouls that did not belo 
to me.“ You accordingly aſk, * How is it that 
aſſemble Chriſtians who are none of my charge, 
o ling pſalms and pray and hear the Scriptures 
expounded; and think it hard to juſtify. doing 
this in other men's pariſhes, upon Catholic Prin- 
ciples ?“ | ; 
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„ 
Permit me to ſpeak plainly, If by Catholic 
Principles, you mean any other than Scriptural, they 
weigh nothing with me: I allaw no other rule, 


whether of faith or practice than the Holy Scrip- 
tures, But on Scriptural Principles, I do not think 


it hard, to juſtify whatever I do, God in Scrip- 


ture commands me, according to my power, to in- 
ſtruct the ignorant, reform the wicked, confirm the 
virtuous, Man forbids me to do this, in another's 
pare that is, in effect, to do it at all; ſeeing I 

ave now no pariſh of my own, nor probably ever 
ſhall, Whom then ſhall I hear? God or man? 
Tf it be juſt to obey man rather than God, judge you. 
A diſpenſation # the goſpel is committed to me, and 
woe is me if 1 preach not the goſpel, But where 


all I preach it upon the principles you mention ? 


Why, not in Exrope, Afia, Africa, or America; 
not in any of the Chriſtian parts, at leaſt of the 
habitable earth. For all -theſe are, after a fort 


divided into pariſhes, If it be ſaid, * Go back 


then to the Heathens frem whence you came.” 
Nay, but neither could I now, (on your prin- 
Ciples) preach to them, For: all the Heathens in 
Georgia belong to the pariſh either: of Savannah or 


Frederica. 


Suffer me now, to tell you my principles in this 


matter. I look upon all the world as my pariſh ; 


thus far I mean, that in whatever part of it I am, 
I judge it meet, right and my bounden duty, to 


declare unto all that are willing to hear the glad 


tidings of ſalvation, This is the work which I 
know God has called me to. And ſure I am, that 
his bleſſing attends it, Great encouragement have 


1 therefore to be faithful, in fulfilling the work he 
hath given me to do. His ſervant I am, and as 


ſuch am employed (glory be to him) day and night 


in his ſervice, I am employed according to the 


plain direction of his word, As 7 have opportunity of 
doing good unto all men. And his providence clearly 
concurs with his word; which has diſengaged me 
from all things elſe, that I might ſingly attend on 
this very thing, and go about doing good, Ii 


1 


je 

'y If you aſk, © How can this be? How can one 
e, do good, of whom Men ſay all manner of evil ?" 
p- 1 will put you in mind, (though you once knew 
K | this, yea, and much eſtabliſhed me in that great 
o- truth) the more evil men ſay of me for my Lord's 
I ſake, the more good he will do by me, That it is 
oc | ſor his fake I Know and he knoweth, and the 
8 event agreeth thereto; for he mightily confirms 
I the words I ſpeak. by the Holy Ghoſt given unto 
r thoſe that hear them. O my friend, my heart is 
7 moved toward you. I fear, vou have herein made 
* ſhipwreck of the faith. I fear, Satan transformed 
1 into an angel of light, hath aſſ.ulted you, and pre- 
> vailed alſo. I fear, that offspring of hell, worldly 
F or myſtick prudence, has drawn you away from 


the fimplicity of the goſpel, How elſe could you 
3 ever conceive, That the being reviled and hated of 
all men, ſhould make us leſs fit for our Maſter's 
fervice? How elle could you ever think, of {aving 
yourſelf and them that hear you, without being the 
filth and offscouring of the world To this hour, is 
this Scripture true, And I therein rejoice, yea 
and will rejoice. Bleſſed be God, I enjoy the 
reproach of Chriſt! O may you allo be vile, ex- 
ceeding vile for his fake! God forbid that you 
ſhould ever be other than generally ſcandalous, I 
had almoſt ſaid, univerſally, If any man tell you, 
there is a new way of following Chriſt, ke is a liar 
and the truth is not in him. 


I am, &c. 


Wedneſday 13. In the morning I came to Lon- 
don, and after receiving the holy communion at 
{/lington, | had once more an opportunity of ſzeing 
my mother, whom I had not ſeen ſince my return 
from Germany. | - 

I cannot but mention an odd circumſtance here, 

I had read her a paper in June laſt year, contain- 
ing a ſhort account of what had paſſed in my ſoul, 
till within a few days of that time, She greatly | 
| 1 ö approved | 
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approved of it, and ſaid, „She had heartily ene 


God, who had brought me to ſo juſt a Way of 
thinking.” While I was in Germany, a copy ct 


that paper was ſent (without my knowledge. to 
one of my relations, He ſent an account of it to 


my mother; whom I now found under itrange 
fears concerning me, being convinced by “an 
account taken from one of my own peers, that I had 


greatly erred from the faith.” I could nut con- 


ceive, what paper that ſhould be; but on enquiry 
found, it was the ſame I had read her myſelf, 


How. hard is it, to form a true judgment of any 


perſon or thing, from the account of a prejudiced 
relater! Yea, though he be ever {o honeſt a man: 
for he who gave this relation, was one of unqueſ- 
tionable veracity. And yet by his ſincere account 
of a writing which lay before his eyes, was the 
truth ſo totally diſguiſed, that my mother knew 
not the paper ſhe had heard from end to end, nor 
I that I had myſelf wrote, | 

At fix I warned the women at PFetter- Lane 
(knowing how they had been lately ſhaken) 
Not to believe every ſpirit, but to try the ſpinits, 
whether they were of God, Our brethren inet at 
eight, when it pleaſed God to remove many mil- 
underſtandings and offences. that had crept in 
among them: and to 1eſtore in good meaſure the 


| Jpirit of love and of a ſound mind. 


Thurſday 14. I went with Mr, Ihiefield to 

Blackheath, where were, I believe, twelve or 
fourteen thouſand people. He a little ſurprized 
me, by deſiring me to preach in his ſtead; which 
1 did (though nature recoiled) on my favourite 
ſubject, eus Chriſt, who of God ts made unto us, 
roi dom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſcation and redemption, 
I was greatly moved with compaſſion for the 
rich that were there, to whom I made a particular 
application, Sume of them ſeemed to attend, 
while others drove away with their coaches, from 
Io uncouth a Preacher, | 


Friday 


BB 


4 Friday 15. I had much talk with one who is 
t called a Quaker. But he could not receive my 
f ſaying. 1 was too ſtrict for him, and talked of 
0 ſuck a perfection, as he could not think neceſlary : 
0 being perſuaded, there was no harm in coltly ap- 
2 | pare], provided it was plain and grave: nor in 
n putting ſcarlet or gold upon our houles, ſo it were 
d not upon our clothes, ER ; 
- | In the evening I went to a Society in Wapping, 
y weary in body and faint in ſpirit, I intended to 
ſpeak on Romans iii, 19, bat could not tell how to 
y open my mouth: and all the time we were ſinging, 
d my mind was full of ſome place, I knew not 
: where, in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, I begged 
6 God to direct, and opened the book cn Heb. x. 19. 
t | Having therefore, brethren, N to enter into the 
holteſt, by the blood of us: by a new and living 
* way which he hath conſecrated for us, through the 


r veil, that is to fay, his fleſh. Let us draw near 

with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith ; having 
p our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and our 
) bodies waſhed with oy water. hile I was 
: earneſtly inviting all ſinners to enter into the holieſt 
t by this new and living way, many of thoſe that 
1 
e 


heard, began to call upon God, with ſtrong cries 
and tears, Some-ſunk down and there remained 
no ſtrength in them; others exceedingly trembled 
and quaked ; ſome were torn with a kind of con- 
J vulſive motion, in every part of their bodies, 
- and that ſo violently that often four or five per- 
| {ons could not hold one of them. I have ſeen 
many hyſterical and epileptick fits; but none of 
| them were like theſe, in many reſpects. I im» 
| | — mediately prayed, „That God would not ſuffer - 
thoſe who were weak to be offended, But one 
woman was greatly; being ſure „they might 
help it if they would, no one ſhould perſuade 
her to the contrary ;'' and was got three or four 
yards, when ſhe alſo dropped down, in as violent 
an agony as the reſt, Twenty-ſix of thoſe who 
had been thus —— of whom during the 


prayers 


In the afternoon I ſaw poor R 
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prayers which was made for them, were in a 
moment filled with peace and joy) promiſed to 
call upon me the next day. But only eighteen 
came; by talking cloſely with whom J found 
reaſon to believe, That ſome of them had gone 
home to their houſe. jultified, The reſt ſeemed to 
be patiently waiting for it, | | 
Saturday 16. We met at Fetter-Lane, to humble 
ourſelves before God, and own. he had juſtly 
withdrawn his ſpirit from us, fer our manifold 
unfaithfulneſs. We acknowledged our having 
grieved him by our diviſions, one ſaying, 1 am of 
Paul, another, 4 am of Apollos; by our leaning 
again to our own works, and tiuſting in them, 1n- 
ſtead of Chriſt ; by our reſting in thoſe little begin- 
nings of ſanctification, which it has pleaſed him to 
work among us, imputing it either to nature, to the 
force of imagination and animal ſpirits, or even io 
the deluſion of the devil, In that hour, we found 
God with us as at the firſt. Some fell proſtrate 
upon the ground, Others burſt out, as with one 
conſent, into loud praiſe and thankſgiving. And 
many openly teſtihed, There had been no ſuch 
day as this, ſince January the firſt preceding. 
Sunday 17. 1 preached at ſeven in Upper-Moor- 
fields, to (I believe) ſix or ſeven thouſand people, 
on, Ho! every one that thirſteth come ye to the waters, 
| 1, who 
had left our Society, and the Church, We did 
not diſpute, but pray; and in a ſhort ſpace the 
ſcales fell from his eyes. He gladly returned to 
the Church, and was in the evening re-admiticd 
into our Society, | , 
At five I preached on Kennington-Common, to 
about fifteen thouſand people, on thole words, 
Look unto him, and be ye ſaved, all ye ends of the 
earth. | 
Monday 18, I left London early in the morning, 
and the next evening reached Briſtol, and preached 


(as I had appointed, if God {ſhould permit) to a 


numerous congregation, My text now allo was, 
Look 


(08 ] 
Joo unto him, and be ye ſaved, all ye ends of the earth. 


Howel Harris called upon me an hour or two after. 
He faid, „He had been much diſſuaded from 
either hearing or ſeeing me, by many who ſaid all 
manner of evil of me. But, {aid he, As foon as I 
heard you preach, I quickly found what ſpirit you 
was of, And before you had done, I was lo over- 
powered with joy and love, that I had much ado 
to walk home.“ . ; 

It is ſcarce credible, what advantage Satan had 
gained, during my abſence of. only eight days. 
Diſputes had crept into our little Soctety, ſo that 
the love of many was already waxed cold, I 
ſhewed them the ſtate they were in the next wo d 
(both at Newgate and at Baptiſt- Mills) from thoſe 
words, Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath deſired to have 
you, that he may fift you as wheat, And when we met 
in the evening, inſtead of reviving the diſpute, we 
all betook ourſelves to prayer. Our Lord was 
with us. Our divitions were healed, Miſun— 
derſtandings vaniſhed away, And all our hearts 
were ſweetly drawn together, and united as at 


the firſt, 


Friday 22, I called on one who did run well, till 
he was hindered by ſome of thole called, French 


Prophets, Mo unto the Prophets, ſaith the Lord, who 


propheſy in my name, and I have not ſent them, At 
Weaver's-Hall, 1 endeavoured to point them out, 
and earneſtly exhorted all that followed after 
holineſs, to avoid as fire, all who do not ſpeak, 
according to the law and the teſtimony. 

In the afternoon I preached at the Fiſi-Ponds, 
but had no life or ſpirit in me; and was much in 
doubt, whether God would not lay me aſide, and 
{ſend other labourers into his harveſt, I came to 
the Society full of this thought; and began in 
much weaknels to explain, Beloved, believe not eve 
ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, whether they be of God, I 
told them, They were not to judge of the ſpirit, 
whereby any one ſpoke, either by appearances, 
or by common report, or by their own inward 
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feelings. No nor by any dreams, viſions or reve- 
lations, ſuppoled to be' made to their ſouls, any 
more than by their tears, or any involuntary 
effetts wroaght upon their bodies,” I warned 
t1em, all theſe were in themſelves, of a doubt— 
ful, gilputable nature; they might be from God; 
and they might not; and were therefore not 
hmply to be relied on (any more than ſimply 
to be condemned) but to be tried by a farther 
rule, to be brought to-the only certain teſt, the 
law and the teſtimony.” While 1 was ſpeaking, 
one before me dropped down as dead, and 
preſently a ſecond and a third, Five others 
ſunk down in half an hour, moſt of whom were 
in violent agonies, The pains as of hell came about 
them; the ſnares of death overtook. them, In their 
trouble we called upon the Lord, and he gave us 
an anſwer of peace. One indeed continued an 
hour in ſtrong pain; and one or two more for 
three days, But the reſt were greatly comforted 
in that hour, and went away rejoicing and praiſing 
God, 

Saturday 23. I ſpoke ſeverally with thoſe, who 
had been ſo troubled the night before. Some of 
them, I found were only convinced of fin; others 
had indeed found reſt to their fouls, This even- 
ing another was ſeized with ſtrong pangs. But in 
a ſhort time her ſoul alſo was delivered. 45 

Sunday 24. As I was riding to Roſe-Green, in a 
ſmooth, plain patft of the road, my horſe ſuddenly 

itched upon his head, and rolled over and over. 
1 no other hurt than a little bruiſe on one 
fide, which for the preſent I felt not, but preached 
without pain to fix or ſeven thouſand people on 
that important direction, Whether ye eat or drink, 
or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God, In the 
evening a girl of thirteen or fourteen, and four or 
five other perſons, ſome of whom had felt the 
power of God before, were deeply convinced of 
| fin, and with fighs and groans which could not be 
uttered, called upon God for their deliverance. 
| Monday 
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Monday 23. About ten in the morning, 7 
Cr, as ſhe was fitting at work was ſuddenly 
ſeized with grievous terrors of mind, attended with 
ſtrong trembling. Thus ſhe continued all the 


afternoon ; but at the Society in the evening God 


turned her heavineſs into joy. Five or ſix others 
were alſo cut to the heart this day; and ſoon after 
found him whoje hands make whole : as did one like- 
wiſe, who had been mourning many months, with- 
out any to comfort her, 

Tueſday 26. I preached near the houſe we had a 
few days before began to build for a ſchool, in the 
middle of Atngswood, under a little Sycamore-tree, 
during a violent ſtorm of rain, on thoſe words, As 
the rain cometh down from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth and maketh it bring 
forth and bud : 
out of my mouth: it ſhall not return unto me void. 
But it ſhall accompliſh that which I pleaſe, and it 
hall proſper in the thing whereto I ſent tt. 

Three perſons terribly felt the wrath of God 
abiding on them, at the Society this evening. But 
upon prayer made in their behalf, he was pleaſed 
{oon 'to lift up the light of his countenance upon 
them. | 

Friday 29. I preached in a part of Kingswood, 
where I never had been before, The places in 
Kingswood where I now uſually preached were 
theſe; once a fortnight, a little above Connam, a 
village on the South-lide of the Wood; on Sunday 
morning near Aannam-Mount :- once a fortnight, at 
the ſchool-houſe, in the middle of Kingswood, On 
Sunday in the evening at Roſe- Green; and once a 
fortnight near the F:/k-Ponds, on the North- ſide of 
the Wood, | | SER 

Saturday 30. At Ieaver's-Hall, ſeven or eight 


perſons were conſtrained to roar aloud, while the 


{word of the ſpirit was dividing aſunder their ſouls 


and ſhirits and joints and marrow. But they were 


all relieved upon prayer and.ſang praiſes uno our 
God and unto the Lamb that liveth for ever and ever. 
G 3 I gave 


EF; 


So fhall my word be that goeth. 


1 
I gave a particular account, from time to time of 
the manner wherein God here carried on his work 
to thole whom I believed to deſite the increaſe of 


his Kingdom, with whom I had any opportunity of 
correſponding. Part of the anſwer, which I re- 


_ ceived (ſome time after) from one of theſe I cannot 


but here ſubjoin. 


Delire to bleſs my Lord, for the good and great 
news your letter bears, about the Lord's turning 
many fouls from darkneſs to light, and from the 


power of Satan unto God ; and that ſuch a great and 
effeftual door is opened among you, as the many ad- 


verſaries cannot ſhut. O may fe that hath the 
keys of the houſe of David, that openeth and no man 
fautteth, and fhutteth and no man openeth, let the 
door of faith more and more open among you, till 
his houſe be filled and till he gather together the 
outcaſts of {fracl, And may that prayer for the 
adverſaries be heard, Fell their faces with ſhame that 
they may ſeek thy name, O Lord. 

As to the outwaid manner you ſpeak of, wherein 
moſt of them were affected who were cut to the 
heart by the ſword of the ſpirit, no wonder that 
this was at firſt ſurprizing to you, ſince they are 
indeed ſo very rare, that have been thus pricked 
and wounded, Yet ſome of the inſtances you 
give, ſeem to be exemplified, in the outward man- 
ner wherein Paul and the jailor were at firſt affected: 


as alſo Peter's kearers, Acts ii. The laſt inſtance 


you gave, of ſome ſtruggling as in the agonies of 
death, and in ſuch a manner as that four or five 
ſtrong men can hardly reſtrain a weak woman 
from hurting herſelf or others; this is to me ſome- 
what more inexplicable: if it do not reſemble the 


child ſpoke of, Mark ix. 26, and Luke ix, 42, Of 


whom it is ſaid, that while he was yet a coming, the 
devil threw him down and tare him, Or what in- 
fluence ſudden and ſharp awakenings may have 
upon the body I pretend not to explain, But I 
make no queſtion Satan, ſo far as he gets power, 
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may exert himſelf on ſuch occaſions, partly to 
hinder the good work in the perſons who are thus 
touched with the ſharp arrows of convittion, and 
partly to diſparage the work of God, as if it tended 
to lead people to diſtraction, However, the 
merciful iſſue of theſe conflicts in the converſion 
of the perſons thus affected, is the main thing. 
When they are brought by the ſaving arm of 
God to receive Chriſt Jeſus, to have joy and peace 
in believing, and then to walk in him, and give 
evidence that the work is a ſaving work at length, 
whether more quickly or gradually accompliſhed, 
there is great matter of praiſe, 
All the outward appearances of people's being af- 


ſected among us, may be reduced to theſe two ſorts ; 


one is, hearing with a cloſe, ſilent attention, with 
gravity and greedineſs, diſcovered by fixed looks, 
weeping eyes, and ſorrowful or joyful counte- 
nances: another fort, is when they lift up their 
voice aloud, ſome more depreſſedly, and others 
more highly ; and at times, the whole multitude in 
a flood of tears, all as it were crying out at once, 
till their voice be ready to drown the miniſter's, 
that he can ſcarce be heard for the weeping noiſe 
that ſurrounds him The influence on ſome of 
theſe, like a land-flood dries up; we hear of no 
change wrought. But in others, it appears in the 
fruits of righteouſnels, and the tract of a holy con- 
verſation. — 

May the Lord ſtrengthen you, to go on in his 
work! And in praying for the coming of his king- 
dom with you and us, and I hope you ſhall not be 
forgotten among us, in our joint applications to the 
throne of grace, 


I am, Reverend dear Sir, 
Your very affectionate Brother and Servant in Chriſt, 
R. E. 
Sunday, 
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Sunday, July 1: I preached to about five thou. 
ſand on that favourite advice of the infidel in Eccle. 
ſiaſties (ſo zealouſly enforced by his brethren now) 


Be not righteous overmuch. At Hannam and at Roye. 


Green I explained the latter part of the ſeventh of 
St, Luke: that verſe eſpecially, When they had 
nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. 

A young woman funk down at Roſe- Green, in a 
violent agony both of boay and mind : as did five 
or {ix perſons in the evening at the New Room, at 
whoſe cries many were greatly offended. The 
ſame offence was given in the morning by one at 
Weaver's Hall, and by eight or nine others, at 
Gloucefter-Lane in the evening. The firſt that was 
deeply touched was J N - ; whole 
mother had been not a little diſpleaſed a day or 
two beſore, when ſhe was told, how her daughter 
had expoled herſelf before all the congregation : 
the mother herſelf was the next, who dropped 


down, and loſt her ſenſes in a moment; but went 


home with her daughter, full of joy, as did moſt 
of thoſe that had been in pain, h 

Soon aſter ihe Society, I went to Mrs, T-—';, 
whole neareſt relations were: earneltly diſſuading 
her, from being Rigiteous over-much and by the 
old motive, Why fhouldſt thou deſtroy thyſelf ? She 
anſwered all they advanced with meekneſs and 
love, and continued ſtedfaſt and immoveable. 
Endure hardſhip ſtill, thou good ſoldier of Chiiſt } 
Perſecuted, but not forſaken : torn with inward, 
and encompaſt with outward temptations: but 
yielding to none, O may patience have its perfect 
work! | 

Tueſday g. I preached at Bath to the moſt at- 
tentive and ſerious audience | have ever ſeen 
there, On Wedneſday | preached at Newgate on 


thoſe words, Becauſe of the Phariſees, they durſt not 


confeſs him. For they loved the praiſe of men, 
more than the praiſe of God. A meilage was de- 
livered to me when I had done, from the Sheriffs, 
« That I muſt preach there no more.“ 


Friday 
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Friday 6. I preſt a ſerious Quaker to tell me, 


Why he did not come to hear me as formerly? 


He ſaid, ** Becauſe he found we were not led by 
the ſpirit ; we fixed times of preaching be ſore- 
hand; whereas we ought to do nothing unleſs we 
were ſenſibly moved thereto by the Holy Ghoſt,” I 
aſked, Whether we ought not to do what God 
in Scripture commands, when we have an oppor- 
tunity? Whether the providence of Gog thus 
concurring with his word, were not a ſufficient 
reaſon for our doing it, although we were not at 
that moment ſenſibly moved thereto by the Holy 
Ghoſt?” He anſwered, It was not a ſufficient 
reaſon, This was to regard the letter that killeth.” 
God grant, that I may ſo regard it all the days of 
my life! 

In the afternoon I was with Mr. Vite eld juſt 
come from London, with whom I went to Baptift- 
Mills, where he preached concerning the Holy Ghoft, 
which all who believe, are to receive: not without a 
Juſt, though ſevere cenſure of thoſe, who preach 
as if there were no Holy Ghoſt, 

Saturday 7. I had an opportunity to talk with 
him of thoſe outward figns, which had ſo often 
accompanied the inward work of God, I found his 
objeQions were chiefly grounded on groſs milrepre- 
ſentations of matter of fact. But the next day he 
had an opportunity of informing himſelf better, 
For no ſooner had he begun (in the application of 
his ſermon) to invite all ſinners, to believe in 
Chriſt, than four perſons ſunk down cloſe to him, 
almoſt in the fame moment, One of them lay 
without either ſenſe or motion. A ſecond trembled 
exceedingly, The third had ſtrong convulſions all 
over his body, but made no noiſe, unleſs by groans, 
The fourth, equally convulſed, called upon God, 
with ſtrong cries and tears, From this time 1 
truſt, we ſhall all ſufter God to carry on his own 
work in the way that plealeth him, 
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Thurſday 1g. I went toa gentleman who is much 
troubled with what they call lowneſs of ſhirits. 
Many ſuch have I been with before; but in ſeveral 
of them, it was no bodily diſtemper, They wanted 
ſomething, they knew not what, and were there- 
fore, heavy, uneaſy, and dillatisfied with every 
thing. The plain truth is, they wanted God, they 
wanted Chriſt, they wanted faith, And God con- 


vinced them of their want, in a way their phy- 


cians no more underſtood than themlelves, Ac- 
cordingly nothing availed till the great Phyſician 
came. For in ſpite of all natural means, he who 
made them for himſelf, would not ſuffer them to 
reſt, till they reſted in him. 

On Friday in the afternoon I left Briftol with 
Mr, Whitefield, in the midſt of heavy rain. But 
the clouds ſoon diſperſed, ſo that we had a fair, 
calm evening, 'and a ſerious congregation at 
Thornbury, | 


In the morning we breakfafted with a Quaker, 


% 


who had been brought up in the Church of 


England: but being under ſtrong convictions of 
inward fin, and applying to ſeveral perſons for 
advice, they all judged him to be under a diſorder 
of body, and gave advice accordingly, Some 
Quakers with whom he met about the ſame time, 
told him, it was the hand of God upon his ſoul ; 
and adviſed him to ſeek another ſort of relief than 
thoſe miſerable comforters had recommended, Vo 
unto you, ye blind leaders of the blind! How long 
will ye pervert the right ways of the Lord? Ye 
who tell the mourners in Zion, much religion hath 


made you mad! Ye who ſend them whom God 


hath wounded to the devil for cure; to company, 
idle books or diverſions! Thus ſhall they periſh in 
their iniquity ; but their blood ſhall God require at 
your hands ! 

We had an attentive congregation at Glouceſter 
in the evening. In the morning, Mr. Whitefield 
being gone forward, I preached to about five thou- 


ſand there, on Chrijt our wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſi- 


cation 


1 a0 Ad» © 


16 


cation and redemption, It rained violently at five 
in the evening; notwithſtanding which two or 
three thouſand people ſtayed, to whom I ex- 
pounded that glorious viſion of Ezekzet, of the 
reſurrection of the dry bones. | | 
On Monday 16. After preaching to two or three 
thouſand on IV hat muſt I do to be Javed ?-I returned 
to Briſtol, and preached to about three thouſand, 
on thoſe words of 7ob, There the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling ; there the weary are at reſt. 
Tueſday 17. I rode to Bradford, five miles from 
Bath, whither I had been long invited to come, I 
waited on the miniſter, and deſired leave to preach 
in his church, He faid „It was not ulual to 
preach. on the week-days: but if I could come 
thither on a Sunday, he ſhould be glad of my 
aſſiſtance.“ Thence I went to a gentleman in the 
town, who had been preſent when I preached at 
Bath, and with the ſtrongeſt marks of fincerity 
and affection, wiſhed me good luck in the name of the 
Lord. But it was paſt. 1 found him now quite 
cold, He began diſputing on ſeveral heads, and 
at laſt told me plainly, one of our own College had 


- iaformed him, „They always took me to be a 
little crack-brained at Oxford.” | 


However ſome perſons Who were not of his 
mind, having pitched on a convenient place 
88 Bear-field or Bury field) on the top of the 
ill under which the town lies; I there offered 
Chriſt to about a thouſand people, for wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs,  {anttification and redemption, 
Thence I returned to Bath, and preached on 
hat muſt I do to be ſaved “ to a larger audience 
than ever before. I was wondering the God of 
this world was ſo ſtill: when at my return from 
the place of preaching, poor R— M 
told me, Ile could not let me preach any more in his 
ground, I aſked him, why? He ſaid, „The 
people hurt his trees, and ſtole things out of his 
ground, And beſides (added he) I hive already 
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zy letting thee be there, merited the diſpleaſurt of my 


” 


neighbours,” O fear of man! Who is above thee, 
but they who indeed worſhip God in ſpirit and in 
truth'®, Not even thoſe who have one foot in the 
grave! Not even thoſe who dwell in rooms of 
Cedar; and who have heaped up gold as the duſt, 
and ſilver as the ſand of the fea! 


Saturday 21, I began expounding a ſecond time | 


our Lord's ſermon upon the Mount, In the morn- 
ing, Sunday 22, as I was explaining Bleſſed are the 
gore in ſpirit, to about three thouſand people, we 
ad a fair opportunity of ſhewing all men, what 
manner of ſpirit we were of, For in the middle of 


the ſermon, the Preſs-gang came, and ſeized on 


one of the hearers; (ye learned in the law, what 
becomes of Magna Charta, and of Engliſh liberty, 
and property? Are not theſe mere ſounds, while, 
on any. pretence, there is ſuch a thing as a Preſs- 
gang ſuffered in the land?) All the reſt ſtanding 
{till, and none opening his mouth or lifting up his 
hand to reſiſt them, | | 

Monday 23. To guard young converts from 
fancying, that they had already attained or were 


already perfect, I preached on thoſe words, So 


is the kingdom of God, as when a man caſteth ſeed 
into the ground,—— And riſeth day and night, and 
the ſeed buddeth forth and ſpringeth up he knoweth 
not how-——/jir/t the blade, then the ear, then the full 
corn in the ear. 25 

On ſeveral evenings this week, and particularly 
on Friday, many were deeply convinced; but 
none were delivered from that painful conviction. 
The children came to the birth ; but there was not 
firength to bring forth, I fear we have grieved the 
ſpirit of the jealous God, by queſtioning his 
work: and that therefore he is withdrawn from 


us for a ſeaſon, But he will return and abundantly 
pardon, : 


Monday 
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Monday 30. Two more were in ſtrong pain, 
both their ſouls and bodies being well-nigh torn 
allunder. But though we ctied unto God, there 
was no anſwer, neither did he as yet deliver them 
at all. | 

One of theſe had been remaikably zealous 
againſt thoſe that cried. out and made a noiſe, 
being ſure that any of them might ”Y it if they 
would, And the ſame opinion ſhe was ſtill in, till 
the moment ſhe was ſtruck through as with a 
ſword, and fell trembling to the ground. She 
then cried aloud, though not articulately, her 


words being ſwallowed up, In this pain ſhe con- 


tinued twelve or fourteen hours, and then her 
ſoul was ſet at liberty. But her matter (ſor ſhe 
was a ſervant till that time, at a gentleman's in 


town) forbid her returning to him, ſaying, Ile 


would have none in his houſe, who had rece:ued the 
Holy Ghoſt, 

Tueſday 31. I preached at Bradford to above two 
thouſand, many of whom were of the better rank, 
on What muſt J do to be ſaved? They all behaved 
with decency, and none went away till it was 
ended. While I was preaching at Bath, in my 
return, ſome of the audience did not behave io 
well; being, I fear, a little too nearly concerned, 
when I came to the application of thoſe words, 
Not only this our craft, is in danger to be ſet at 
nought; but alſo that the temple of the great goddefs 
Diana ſhould be deſpiſed——whom all Afia and the 
world worſhippeth, : 

Having à caution againſt religious deluſion, put 
into my hands about this time, I thought it my 
duty to write to the author of it: which I accord» 
ingly did, in the following terms : | 


Reverend SIR), 
1. E charge me (for I am called a Methodiſt, 


and conſequently included within your 
charge) with vain and confident boaftings, raſi, un- 
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charitable cenſures, damning all uho do not feel what 
1 feel; not allowing men to be in a falvable . ate, 
unleſs they have experienced ſome ſudden opera- 
tion, which may be diſtinguiſhed as the hand of 
God upon them, overpowering as it were the foul : 
with denying men the uſe of God's creatures, which 
he hath appointed to be received with thankſgiwing, 
end encouraging abjiinence, prayer and other reltgtous 
exerciſes, to the neglect of the duties of our ſtation, 


O Sur, can you prove this charge upon me? The 


Lord ſhall judge in that day! 

2. J do indeed go out into the highways and 
hedges to call poor finners to Chriſt, But not in 
a tumultuous manner, not to the diflurbance of the 
pubiuk peace, or the prejudice of families. Neither 
herein do I break any law which I know; 
much leſs ſet at nought all rule and authority, Nor 
can I be ſaid io intrude into the labours of thoſe, 
who do not labour at all; but ſuffer thouſands of 
thole ſor whom Chriſt died, to periſh for lack of 
knowledge. ; 

3. They periſh for want of knowing, That we as 
well as the Heathens, are alienated from the life of 


God that every one of us by the corruption of our 


inmoſt nature, ig very far gone from original righ- 


teouſneſs ; ſo far, that every perſon born into the world, 


deferveth God's wrath and damnation : that we have 
by nature no power either to help ourſelves, or 
even to call upon God to help us; all our tempers 
and works, in our natural ſtate, being only evil 
continually. So that our coming to Chriſt, as 
well as theirs, muſt infer a great and mighty change, 


It muſt infer, not only an outward change, from 


ſtealing. lying and all corrupt communication 
but a thorough change of heart, an inward renewal 
in the ſpirit of our mind. Accordingly, the old 
man implies infinitely more than outward evil con- 
verſation, even an evil heart of unbelief, corrupted 
by pride and a thouſand deceitful luſts. Of con- 
{cquence, the new man muſt imply infinitely more 
than outward geod converſation, even a good ur 
j to tc 


es Re Ye YT AN © 


- * 


co 


"is GR OY wh 0. 


— Q 


3 


4 
which after God is created in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs: a heart full of that faith, which working 
by love, produces all holineſs of converſation, 

4. The change from the former of theſe Rates to 
the latter, is what I call The New Birth, But you 
ſay, 1 am not content with this plain and eaſy notion 
of it, but fill myſelf and others with fantaſtical 
conceits about it. Alas, Sir, how can you prove 
this? And if you cannot prove it, what amends 
can you make, either to God or to me or to the 
world, for publickly aſſerting a groſs falſehood Y! 
5. Perhaps you ſay, You can prove this of Mr, 
Whitefield, What then? This is nothing to me, 


Lam not accountable for his words, The Journal 


you quote I never ſaw till it was in print, But 
3 you wrong him as much as me: firſt, 
where you repreſent him as judging the notions of 
the Quakers in general (concerning being led by 
the {pirit) to be right and good; whereas he ſpeaks 
only of thoſe particular men, with whom he was 
then converſing, And again, where you ſay, He 
Juppoſes a perſon believing in Chriſt, to be with- 
out any ſaving knowledge of him. He ſuppoſes 
no ſuch thing. To believe in Chriſt, was the 
very thing he ſuppoſed wanting : as underſtanding 
that term believing to imply, not only an allent to 
the articles of our Creed, but alſo A true truſt and 
Ce of the mercy of God through our Lord Jeſus 
rift, | 
6, Now this it is certain a man may want, 
although he can truly ſay, I am chaſte. I am ſober, 
T am juſt in all my dealings, 1 help my neighbour and 
uſe the ordinances of God. And however ſuch a man 
may have behaved in theſe reſpetts, he is not to think 
well of his own ſtate, till he experiences ſomething 
within himſelf, which he has not yet experienced, 
but which he may be before-hand afſured he ſhall, 
if the promiſes of God are true, That ſomething 
is, a living faith: A fure truſt and confidence in 
God, that by the merits of Chrift his fins are forgiven, 
H 2 
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and he reconciled to the favour of God, And from 


this will ſpring meny other things, which till then 
he experienced not, as, the love of God ſhed 


abroad in his heart, the peace of God which 


palleth all underſtanding, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, joy though not untelt, yet unſpeakable and 
full of glory, 5 

7. Theſe are ſome of thoſe Inward fruits of the 
ſpirit, which muſt be felt, whereſoever they are: 


and without theſe, I cannot learn from holy writ, 


that any man is born of the fpirit. I beſeech you, 
Sir, by the mercies of God, that if as yet you know 
nothing of ſuch inward feelings, if you do not feel in 
yourſelf- theſe mighty workings of the ſpiril of Chriſt, 
at lealt you would not conttadict and blaſpheme. 
When the Holy Ghoſt hath fervently kindled 
your love towards Cod, you will know theſe to be 


very ſenfible operations, As you hear the wind and 
feel it too, whale it ſtrites upon your bodily organs, 


you will know you are under the guidance of 
God's ſpirit the ſame way, namely, by feeling it in 
your own foul: by the preſent peace and joy and 
love which you feel within, as well as by its out- 
ward and more diſtant effects. 


I am, &c. 


I have often wiſhed, that all calm and impartial 
men, would conſider what is advanced by another 
Writer, in a little diſcourle concerning Enthafalm 
or Religious Deluſion, publiſhed about this time, 
His words are, : 

© A Miniſter of our church, who may look 
upon it as his duty to warn his pariſhioners, or an 
Author whowmay think it neceilaty to caution his 
readers, againſt ſuch Pricachers or their doctrine 
(Enthufiaſtick Preachers, I ſuppoſe, ſuch as he 
takes it for granted the Methodiſt Preachers are) 
ought to be very careful to att with a Chriſtian 
ſpirit, and to advance nothing but with temper, 

charity 


YES 

ee 

xy e 
iS: 


FFV 


wg ASSO 


„ 


charity and truth. Perhaps the following 
rules may be proper to be obſerved by them. 

1. Not to blame perſons for doing that now, 
which Scripture records holy men of old to have 
practiſed, leaſt had they lived in thoſe times, they 
ſhould have condemned them alſo. 

2. Not to cenſure perſons in holy orders, for 
teaching the ſame doctrines which are taught in 
the Scriptures and by our church; lealt they 
ſhould ignorantly cenſure, what they profels to 


defend, 


3. Not to cenſure any profeſſed members of our 
church, who live good lives, for reſorting to 
religious aſſemblies in private houſes, to perform 
in Society acts of divine worthip; when the fame 
ſeems to have been practiſed by the Primitive 
Chriſtians; and when alas! there are ſo many 
pariſhes, where a perſon pioully diſpoſed, has no 
opportunity of - Joining in the public ſervice of 
our church, more than one hour and a half in a 
week, | | 

4. Not to condemn thoſe who are conſtint at- 
tendants on the communion and ſervice of our 
church, if they ſometimes ule other prayers in 
private aſſemblies: ſince the belt Divines of our 
church have compoled and publiſhed many prayers, 
that have not the ſanction of public authorities; 
which implies a general conſent, that our church 
has not made proviſion for every private occaſion. 

5. Not to eſtabliſh the power of working 
miracles as the great Criterion of a divine miſſion ; 
when Scripture teaches us, that the agreement of 
dottrines with truth as taught in thoſe Scriptures, 
is the only infallible rule, | 

6. Not to drive any away from our church, by 
opprobriouſly calling them Diſſenters, or treating 
them as ſuch, ſo long as they keep to her com- 
mus. 

7. Not lightly to take up with lilly ſtories that 
may be propagated, to the diſcredit of perlons of a 
general good charatter, 
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ce I do not lay down (lays he) theſe negative 
rules, fo much for the ſake of any perſons whom 


the unoblervance of them would immediately bs: 


jure, as of our church and her profeſſed defenders, 
For churchmen, however well-meaning, would 
lay themſelves open to cenſure, and might do her 


irretrievable damage, by a behaviour contrary to 
them,” 


Friday, Auguſt 3. I met with one who did run 


well, but Satan had hindered her, I was ſurprized 
at her ingenuous acknowledgment of the fear of 
man. O how hardly fhall even they who have rich ace 
guaintance enter into the kingdom of heaven ! 

Sunday 5. Six perſons at the New. Room were 
deeply cent inced of fin; three of whom were a little 
comforied by ,prayer; but' not yet convinced of 
righteouſneſs. 

Having frequently been invited to Wells, par- 
ticularly by Mr, — , who begged me to make 
his houſe my home, on Thurſday the qth I went 
thither, and wrote him word the night before; 
upon which he preſently went to one of his friends, 
and deſired a meflenger might be ſent to meet me 
and beg me * To turn back, otherwiſe (ſaid he) 
we ſhall loſe all our trade.” But this conſideration 


did not weigh with him, ſo that he invited me to | 


his own houſe: and at eleven I preached in his 


ground, on Chrift cur wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſi- 
cation and redemption, io about two thouſand per- 
ſons, Some of chem mocked at firſt, whom I 
reproved befoic all; and thoſe of them who ſtayed 
were more ſerious, Several ſpoke to me after, 
who were ſor- the preſent much affected. O let it 
not paſs away as the morning dew! 
Friday 10. I had the ſatisfaction of converfin 

with a Quaker, and afterwards with an Anabaptiſt, 
who, I truſt, have had a large meaſure of the love 


of God ſhed abroad in their hearts. O may thoſe, 


in every perſuaſion, who are of this ſpirit increaſe 
a thouſand-fold, how many fo ever they be! 
| Saturday 
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Saturday 11. In the evening two were feized 
with ſtrong pangs, as were four the next evening, 
and the ſame number at Glouceſter-Lane on Mon— 
day, one of whom was greatly comforted. 

Tueſday 14. I preached at Bradford to about 
three thouſand, on One thing is needful. Returning 
through Bath, I preached to a ſmall congregation 
{uddenly gathered together at a little diſtance 
from the town (not being permitted to be in 
> | "oo Mem 's ground any more) on The juſt 
all live by faith, Three at the New- Room this 
evening were cut to the heart. But their wound 
was not yet healed, 

Wedneſday 15. I endeavoured to guard thoſe 
who were in their firſt love, from falling into 
inordinate affection, by explaining thoſe ſtrange 
words at Baptiſt- Mills, Henceforth know we no man 
after the fleſh. 

Friday 17, Many of our Society met, as we had 

appointed, at one in the afternoon, and agreed, 
That all the members of our Socteiy ſhould 
obey the church to which we belong, by obſerving 
all Fridays in the year; as days of faſting or 
abMtinence.” We likewiſe agreed, that as many 
as had opportunity ſhould then meet, to ſpend an 
hour together in prayer. | 

Monday 20, I preached on thoſe words (to a 
much larger congregation than uſual,) Oughteft not 
thou to have compaſſion on thy fellow ſervant, as I had 
pity on thee ? | 

Wedneſday 22, I was with many that were in 
heavinzis: two of whom were ſoon filled with 
peace and joy. In the afternoon I endeavoured 
to guard the weak againſt what too often occaſions 
heavineſs, levity of temper or behaviour, from, 

\ 1 ſaid of laughter, it is mad ; and of marth, what 
doth it? 

Monday 27. For two hours I took up my croſs, 
in arguing with a zealous man, and labouring to 
convince him, * That 1 was not an enemy to the 

| church 
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church of England.” He allowed, “I taught no 
other doctrines than thoſe of the church; but 
could riot forgive my teaching' them out of the 
church-walls, He allowed too (which none indeed 
can deny, who has either any regard to truth or 
ſenſe of ſhame) that © by this teaching many ſouls 
who till that time were periſhing for lack of know- 
ledge, have been, and are brought from darkneſs 
to light and from the power of Satan unto God.” 
But he added, No one can tell, what may be 
hereafter ; and therefore I ſay, theſe things ought 
not to be ſuffered,” | | 

Indeed the report now current in Briſtol was, 
„ That I was a Papilt, if not a Jeſuit,” Some 
added, That I was born and bred at Rome, 
which many cordially believed, O ye fools, 
when will ye underſtand, that the preaching 
Juſtification by faith alone, the allowing no merito— 
rious cauſe of juſtification, but the death and the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and no conditional or in- 


ſtrumental cauſe, but faith, is overturning Popery 


from the foundation? When will ye underſtand, 
that the moſt deſtructive of all thoſe errors, which 
Rome, the mother of abominations hath brought 
forth (compared to which tranſubſtantiation and a 
hundred more, are trifles as light as air) is, That we 
are juſtified by works, (or to expreſs the ſame thing 
a little more decently) by faith and works, Now, 
do 1 preach this? I did for ten years: I was 
(fundamentally) a Papiſt, and knew it not. But J 
do now teſtify to all (and it is the very point for 
aſſerting which I have to this day been called in 
queſtion) That „no good works can. be done 
before juſtihcation, none which have not in them 

the nature of Gn.” | | 
I have often enquired, Who are the authors of 
this report; and have generally found they were 
either bigotted Diſlenters, or (I ſpeak without fear 
or favour; miniſters of our own church,. I have 
alſo frequently conſidered, what pollible ground 
Or 


net F P " _ 
> COL OT Taft Si 3 8 N= ace OIPREOR 


T2] 


or motive they could have thus to ſpeak : ſeeing 
few men in the world have had occaſion fo clearly 
and openly to declare their principles, as [I have 
done, both by preaching, printing and conver— 
ſation, for ſeveral years laſt paſt. And I can no 
otherwile think, than that either they ſpoke thus 


(to put the molt favourable conſtruction upon it) 


from groſs ignorance ; they knew not what Popery 
was; they knew not what doctrines thole are 
which the Papiſts teach : or they wilfully ſpoke 
what they knew to be falſe, probably thinking 
thereby to do God ſervice. Now, take this to your- 
telves, wholgever ye are, high or low, Diſſenters 
or Churchmen, Clergy or Laity, who have ad- 
vanced this ſhameleſs charge, and digeſt it how 
YOu Can. 

But how have ye not been afraid, if ye believe 
there is a God, and that he kndweth the ſecrets of 
your hearts (I ſpeak now to you, Preachers, more 
elpeciilly, of whatever denomination} to declare 
ſo grofs, pz!pable a lie, in the name of the God of 
truth? I cite you all, before the Judge of all the 
earth, either publickly to prove your charge: or 
by publickly retracting it, to make the belt amends 
vou can, to God, to me and to the world, 

For the full ſatisfaction of thoſe who have been 
abuſed by theſe ſhameleſs men, and almolt brought 
to believe a lie, | will here 24d my ſerious judg- 
ment concerning the church of Rome, wrote ſome 
time ſince to a Prieſt of that communion : 


S 1 M, 8 
Return you thanks both for the favour of your 
letter, and for your recommending op father's 


Propoſals to the Sorvonne. 
1 have neither time nor inclination for con- 


troverſy with any; but leaſt of all with tha 


Roman iſts. And that both becauſe I cannot truſt 
any of tacir quotations, without conſulting every 
lontenco 
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( 94 ) 
ſentence they quote in the originals; and becauſe 
the originals themſelves can very hardly be truſted, 
in any of the points contioverted between them 
and us, I am no ſtranger to their ikilt in mending 
thoſe Authors, who did not at firſt ſpeak home to 
their purpoſe; as alſo in purging them from thoſe 
paſſages, which contraditted their emendations, 
. And as they have not wanted opportunity to do 
4 this, ſo doubtleſs they have carefully uſed it, with 
regard to a point that ſo nearly concerned them, 
as the ſupremacy of the Biſhop of Rome, I am not 
therefore ſurpriſed, if the works of St, Cyprian 
S they are called) do ſtrenuouſly maintain it: but 
am, that they have not been bet: corretted; 
for they {till contain paſſages that ablyiutely over. 
throw it, What groſs negligence was it, to leave | 
his 74th Epiſtle (to Pompeianus) out of the Index 
Expurgatorius * wherein Pope Cyprian lo flatly 
charges Pope Stephen, with pride and obſtinacy, and 
with being a defender of the cauſe of Hereticks, and 
that againſt Chrifitans and the very church of God P 
He that can reconcile this with his believing Stephen 
the infallible head of the church, may reconcile 
the goſpel with the Alcoran. 

Yet I can by no means approve the ſcurrility. 
and contempt, with which the Romaniſts have 5 
often been treated. 1 dare not rail at, or deſpiſe 8 
any man; much leſs thoſe who profeſs to believe 
in the ſame Maſter, But I pity them much; 
having the ſame aſſurance, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
and that no Romaniſt can expect to be ſaved, ac- 
cording to the terms of his covenant. For thus 
ſaith our Lord, IWhoſoever fall break one of the leaſt 
of theſe commandments, and all teach men jo, he 
all be called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven, 
And if any man ſhall add unto theſe things, God 
hall add unio him the plagues that are vs itten in 


this book, But all. Romaniſts, as ſuch, do both. 
Ergo 
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The Minor I prove, not from Proteſtant Authors, 
or even from particular Writers of their own 
communion : but from publick, authentic records 
of the church. of Rome. Such are The Canons 
ana Decrees of the Council of Trent, And the 


Edition I ule was printed at Colen, and approved 
by authority, 


And firſt, All Romeniſts, as ſuch, do break and 
teach men to break, one (and not the leaſt) of thoſe 


commandments: the words of which, concerning 
images are thele, 


Dn». mana & 


Now any (as every Smatterer in Hebrew knows) 
's Incurvare fe, * Procumbere, honoris exhibendi 
cauſa (and is accordingly rendered by the ſeventy 
in this very place, (by a Grech word of the very 
ſame import, Te«vrz7v) but the council of Trent, 
and conſequently: all Romaniſts, and ſuch, all who 
allow the authority of that council) teaches 
Section 25. Parag, 2. That it is Legitimus Imagi- 
num Uſes, ets honorem exhibere, procumbendo 
coram eis. 

Secondly, All Romanifts, as ſuch, do add to thoſe 
things which are written in the Book of Life, For 
in the Bull of Pius IV. ſubjoined to thoſe Canons 
and Decrees, I find all the additions following: 

1. Seven ſacraments, 2. Tranſubſtantiation, 
3. Communion in one kind only, 4. Purgatory, 
end praying for the dead therein, 5. Praying to 
Saints, 6. Veneration of Reliques, 7. Worſhip of 
Images, 8, Indulgences, 9. The Priority, and Uni- 
verſality, of the Roman Church, 10, Ihe Supre- 
macy of the Biſhop of Rome. All theſe things 
therefore do the Romaniſts add to thoſe which are 
written in the Book of Life. 1 am, 
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* To bow down fore any one, in token of honow ing him, 


+ i. e. The proper uſe of images is, to honour them, by bowing 
eawn before them. 


Tueſday 


N — 8 | _ * 2 0 8 "Ry ws. =® 
— 1 * 1 lk 24 5 2 + 566 gs 4 II 
_ «ad 2 l 8 5 age SW = > bay > 
. we) * a ' 


> 
l 
e 


7 

— EEE; EO 
3 
W 


9 


r . 


. 3 
r 


+ 


dy 
r 


2 
— +5 


1 
„ 
BITE R 


— 
2 


2 


* 
"4 
* 


2 
(> 


r CF ICI" end 
rr . —— — * 
* 8 — 7 2 2 32 _ - 2 
8 * "ws N - * 25 * re $49. - * 
. * 2 "Wi 1 N N N 
, 
. 


( 96 ) 
Tueſday 28, My mouth was opened, and my 
heart enlarged, ſtrongly to declare to above two 
thouſand people at Bradford, That the kingdom of 


God (within us) ig not meat and drink, but righ- 
feouſneſs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. At 


Bath I once more offered Chriſt to juſtify the un- 


godly, In the evening I met my brother, juſt come 


. from London. The Lord hath indeed done great 


things for us already. Not unto us, but unto thy 
name be the praiſe. | 

Wedneſday 29. I rode with my brother to. 
IWells, and preached on, What muſt I do to be Javed? 
In the evening I ſummed up at the New- Room, 
what I had ſaid at many times, from the beginning, 
of faith, holineſs and good works, as the root, the 
tree and the fruit, which God had joined, and man 
ought not to put allunder. 

Friday, Aug. 31. I left Briſol, and reached 
London about eight on Sunday morning, In the 
afternoon I heard a ſermon wherein it was al- 
ſerted, That our repentance was not fincere, but 
feigned and hypocnitical, 1. If we relapſed into 
fin, ſoon after repenting: eſpecially if 2, We did 
not avoid all occaſtons of tin, or if g. We relapſed 


frequently: and moſt of all, if 3. Our hearts were 
- hardened thereby. O what a hypocrite have J 


been (if this be ſo) for near twice ten years! But 
I know it is not lo, I know every one under the 
law, is even as I was, Every one when he be- 
gins to ſee his fallen ſtate, and to feel the wrath 
of God abiding on him, relapſes into the fin that 


moſt eaſily beſets him, ſoon after repenting of it. 


Sometimes he avoids, and at many other times 
cannot perſuade himſelf to avoid the occaſions of it, 
Hence his relapſes are frequent, and of conſe— 
quence his heart ig hardened more and more. And 
yet all this time, be is ſincerely ſtriving againſt fin, 
He can ſay unfergnedly, #1thout hypocriſy, the thing 
which I do, I afprove not ; the evil which I would 
not, that I do. I wil is even then preſent with him ; 
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but how to perform that which ig gaod, he finds not. 
Nor can he, with all his fincernty avoid any one 
of theſe four marks of hypocriſy, till berng juſiified 
by faith, he hath peace with God through Feſus Chriſt 
our Lord. | 

This helpleſs ſtate I took occaſion to deſcribe at 
Kennington, to eight or ten thouſand people, from 
thoſe words of the pſalmiſt, Innumerable troubles are 
come about me; my fins have taken ſuch hold upon 
me, that I am not able to look up yea, they are more 
in number than the hairs of my head, and my heart 
hath failed me. | 

Monday, Sept. 3. I talked largely with my 
mother, who told me, That till a thort time fince, 
ſhe had ſcarce heard ſuch a thing mentioned, as 
the having forgiveneſs of fins now, or God's ſpirit 
bearing witneſs with our ſpirit : much leſs did ſhe 
imagine, That this was the common privilege of 
all true believers, © Therefore (ſaid ſhe) I never 
durſt aſk for it myſelf, But two or three weeks 
ago, while my ſon Hall was pronouncing thole 
words, in delivering the cup to me, 7he blood 0 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was given for thee ; 
the words {truck through my heart, and I knew 


Cod for - Chriſt's fake had forgiven me all my 
hns,” 


I aſked, Whether her father (Dr, Anneſley) had 
not the ſame faith? And, Whether ſhe had not 
heard him preach it to others? She anſwereg, 
„% He had it himſelf, and declared a little before 
his death, that for more than forty yeers, h- had 
no darkneſs, no fear, no doubt at all, of his being 
accepted in the Beloved, But that nevertheleſs, ſhe 
did not remember to have heard him preach, no 
not once, explicitly upon it; whence ſhe ſuppoſed 
he alſo looked upon it as the peculiar bleſſing 


of a few, not as promiſed to all the people of 
God.“ | 
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Both at Mr, B 's-at ſix, and at Dowgate- 
[ill at eight, were many more than the houſes 
could contain. Several peifons were then con- 
vinced of fin, came to me the next morning, 
One came alſo, who had been mourning long, 


and earneſtly deſired us, to pray with her. We 


had ſcarce begun, when the enemy began to tear 
her, ſo that ſhe ſcreamed out as in the pangs of 
death, But his time was ſhort: for within a 
quarter of an hour, ſhe was full of the peace that 
paſſeth all underſtanding, | 

L afterwards called on Mrs. E -r, with 
whom was one lately come from Briſtol, in deep 
anguiſh of ſpirit, We cried to God, and he ſoon 
declared his ſalvation, ſo that both their mouths 
were hlled with his praiſe, h 

Thence I went to a poor woman, who had been 
long in deſpair, I was glad to meet with Mrs, 
R——— there; the perſon mentioned in Mr, 
IWhitefield's Journal, who after three years madneis 
(lo called) was ſo deeply convinced of fin at Beach- 
Lane, and ſoon after rejoiced in God her Saviour. 

Thurſday 6. I was ſent for by one who began to 
feel herſelf a ſinner, But a fine lady unexpettedly 
coming in, there was ſcarce room for me to ſpeak, 
The fourth perſon in the company, was a poor, 
unbred girl; who beginning to tell what God had 
done for her ſoul, the others looked one at another, 
as in amaze, but did not open their mouths. I then 
exhorted them, not to ceaſe from crying to God, 
till they too could ſay, as ſhe did, © My Beloved is 
mine, and I am his: I am as ſure of it, as that I 
am alive, For his ſpirit bears witneſs with my 


ſpirit, that I am a child of God,” 


Sunday 9. 1 declared to about ten thouſand in 
Moorfeelds, What they mult do to be faved. My 
mother went with us about five to Kennington, 
where were ſuppoſed to be twenty thouſand people. 
I avain inaſted on that foundation of all ur hope, 


© Believe in the Lord Jeſus, and thou falt be faved. 
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From Renxington I went to a Society at Lambeth, 
The houſe being filled, the reſt ſtood in the garden. 
The deep attention they ſhewed gave me a good 
hope, that they will not all be forgetful hearers, 

Thence I went to our Society at Fetter-Lane, 
and exhorted them to love one another, The 
want of love, was a general complaint, We laid 
i: open before our Lord. We ſoon found, he had 
{ent us an anſwer of peace. Evil ſurmiſings vaniſhed 
away. The flame kindled again as at the firſt, and 
our hearts were knit together, | . 

Monday 10. I accepted a preſſing invitation to 
go to Plaiftow., At five in the evening, I ex- 
pounded there, and at eight again, But moſt of 
the hearers were very quiet and unconcerned, In 
the morning therefore I ſpoke ſtronger words, But 
it is only the voice of the Son of God, which is 
able to wake the dead, 

Wedneſday 12. In the evening at Fetter- Lane, I 
deſcribed The life of faith, and many who had 
fancied themſelves ſtrong therein, found. they were 
no more than new-born babes. At eight I ex- 
horted our brethren to keep cloſe to the Church, 
and to all the ordinances of God, and to aim only 
at living a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and 
honeſty. | | 

Thurſday 13. A ſerious Clergyman defired to 
know, In what points we differed from the 
church of England? I anſwered, © To the beſt of 
my knowledge, in none: the doctrines we preach, 


are the doctrines of the church of England : indeed 


the fundamental doctrines of the church, clearly 
laid down, both in her Prayers, Articles, and 
Homilies.” | 

He aſked, in what points then do you. differ 
from the other Clergy of the church of England ? 
I anſwered, In none from that part of the Clergy 
who adhere to the doctrines of the church; but 
from that part of the Clergy who diſſent from the 
church (though they own it not) I differ in the 


1 2 Firſt, 


points following: 
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Firſt, They ſpeak of juſtification, either as the 


fame thing with ſanctification, or as ſomethin 


conſequent upon it. I believe juſtification to be 


wholly diſtin from ſanctification, and neceſſarily 


antecedent-to it. 


Secondly, They ſpeak of our own holineſs or 
good works, as the cauſe of our juſtification ; or, 
that for the fake of which, on account of which we 
are juſtified before God, I believe, neither our 
own holineſs nor good works, are any part of the 
cauſe of our juſtification; but that the death and 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, are the whole and ſole 
cauſe of it; or that for the ſake of which, on account 
of which, we are juſtified before God. 


_- Thirdly, They [peak of good works, as a con- 


dition of juſtification, neceſſarily previous to it, 
I believe no good work can be previous to juſ- 
tification, nor conſequently a condition of it: 
but that we are juſtified, (being till that hour 
ungodly, and therefore incapable of doing any 
good work) by faith alone, faith without works, 
faith (though producing all,'yet) including no good 


work, 


Fourthly, They ſpeak of ſanQification (or holi- 
neſs) as if it were an outward thing, as if it con- 
fitted chiefly, if not wholly, in theſe two points, 
1. The doing no harm, 2, The doing good (as it is 
called) i, e. The uſing the means of grace, and 
helping our neighbour, > _ 

I believe it to be, An inward thing, namely, 
The life of God in the foul of man ; a participation 


of the divine nature ; the mind that was in Chrift ; 


or The renewal of our heart, after the image of him 


that created us. | 
Laſtly, They ſpeak of the new birth, as an out- 
ward thing, as if it were no more than baptiſm; or, 
at moſt, a change from. outward wickedneſs to out- 
ward goodneſs; from vicious to (what 1s called) a 
virtuous life, I believe it to be an inward thing; 


a change from inward wickedneſs to inward good- 


neſs: an entire change of our inmoſt nature from 
the 


, Ehn 


the image of the devil, (wherein we are born) to 
the image of God: a change from the love of the 
creature, to the love of the Creator, from earthly 
and ſenſual, to heavenly and holy affections: in a 
word, a change from the tempers of the ſpirits 
of darkneſs, to thoſe of the angels of God in 
heaven, + | 
There is therefore a wide, eſſential, ſundamental, 
icreconcileable difference between us: lo that if 
they ſpeak the truth as it is in Jeſus, I am found a 
falſe witneſs before God. But if I teach the way 
of God in truth, they are blind leaders of the 
blind, | | 
i Sunday 16. I preached in Moorfields to about ten 
thouſand, and at Kennington-Common to I believe 
near twenty thouſand on thoſe words of the calmer 
Jews to St. Paul, Me defire to hear of thee what thou 
thinkeſt ; for as concerning this ſect. we know tha 
every where it is ſhoken againſt, At both places L 
deicribed the real difference between what is 
generally called Chriſtianity, and the true old: 
Chriſtianity, which under the new name of Methodiſm 
is now allo every where ſpoken againſt. 

Monday 17. I preached again at Plaiſtom on: 
Bleſſed are thoſe that mourn, It plealed God to 
give us in that hour, two living inſtances of that 
piercing. ſenſe both of the guilt, and power of ſin, 
that dread of the wrath of God, and that full con- 
viction of man's inability either to remove the 
power, or atone for the guilt of ſin (called by the: 
world deſpair) in which properly conſiſt that 
poverty of ſpirit and mourning which are the gate 
of Chriſtian bleſſedneſs. 

Tuelday 18, A young woman came to us at- 
1//ington, in ſuch an agony as I have ſeldom ſeen. 
Her ſorrow and fear were too bis for utterance ;. 
io that after a few words, her ſtrength as well as: 
her heart failing, ſhe- ſunk down to the ground, 
Only her ſighs and groans ſhewed ſhe was vet 
alive, We. cried unto God in hey. behalf. We: 
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claimed the promiſes made to the weary and 
heavy-laden: and he did not caſt out our prayer. 
She ſaw her Saviour, as it were crucified before 


her eyes. She laid hold on him by faith, and her 


ſpirit revived, 

At Mr. B————; at ſix, I was enabled earneſtly 
to call all the weary and heavy-laden: and at Mr. 
0s at eight, when many roared aloud; 
ſome of whom utterly refuſed to be comforted, 
till they ſhould feel their ſouls at reſt in the blood 
, and have his love ſhed abroad in 


Thuriday 20. Mrs. C. being in deep heavi- 
neſs, had deſired me to meet her this afternoon. 
She had long earneſtly defired to receive the holy 
communicn, having an unaccountably ſtrong per- 
ſuaſion, That God would manifeſt himſelf to her 


therein, and give refit to her ſoul.” But her heavi- 


nels being now greatly increaſed, Mr, D——e 
gave her that fatal advice, Not to communicate 
till Me had living faith,” This ſtill added to her 
perplexity. Vet gf length ſhe reſolved to obey 
God rather than /man, And he was made known: 
unto her in breaking of bread, In that moment ſhe 
felt her load removed, he knew ſhe was accepted 
in the Beloved; and all the time I was expounding 


at Mr. B—— —'s, was full of that peace which 
cannot be uttered, 


Friday 21. Another of Dr. Monro's patients came 
to deſite my advice, I found no reaſon to believe 
ſhe had been any otherwife mad than every one 1s, 
who is deeply convinced of fin. And I cannot 
doubt, but if ſhe will truſt in the living God, he 
will give medicine to heal her fickneſs. 3 

Sunday 23. I declared to about ten thouſand in 


| Moorfelds, with great enlargement of ſpirit, The 


kingdom of God is not meat and drink. but righteouſ- 
neſs and þ:ace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, At Ken- 
nington J enforced to about twenty thouſand, that 
great truth, One thing is needful, Thence I went 


to 


( 207 ) 
o Lambeth and fhewed (to the amazement; it 
ſeemed, of many who were preſent) how he 
that is born of God doth not commit fan. 
Monday .24. I preached once more at Plaiſtom, 
and took my leave of the peaple of that place, In 
my return, a perfon galloping ſwiftly, rode full 
againſt me, and overthrew both man and horſe: 
but without any hurt to either, Glory be to him 
who ſaves both man and beaſt ! 
Tueſday 25, After dining with one of our 
brethren who was married this day, I went 
(as uſual) to the Society at St. James's, weary and 
| weak in body, But God ſtrengthened me for his 
| own work; as he did at ſix at Mr. B 4 and 
| . ac eight in inchieſter- Yard, where it was believed 
were preſent eleven or twelve hundred perſons : 
to whom l declared, If they had nothing to pay, God 
would frankly forgive them all. 

Thurſday 27. I went in the afternoon. to a 
Society at Deptford, and thence at ſix came to 
Jurner's- Hall; which holds (by computation) two 
thouſand perſons. The prels both within and 
without was very great, In the beginning of the 
expounding, there being a large vault beneath, 
the main beam which ſupported the floor, broke. 
The floor immediately ſunk, which occaſioned + 
much noiſe and confuſion among the people. But, 
two or three days before a man had filled the 
vault with hogſheads of tobacco. So that the floor, 
after ſinking à foot or two, reſted upon them, and 
I went on without interruption, | | 

Friday 28, I met with a freſh proof, That what- 
foever ye ſhall aſk, believing, ye Mall receive. A 
middle-aged woman deſired me to return thanks 
for her to God, who as many witneſſes then 
preſent teſtified, was a day or two before really 
diſtracted, and as ſuch tied down in her bed, But 
upon prayer made for her, ſhe was inſtantly re- 
lieved, and reſtorcd to a found mind, 
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Monde, OR. 1. 1 rode to Oxford.z: and found 
a few who had nb yet forſaken the iffefibling 
themſelves together, To whom 1 explained, 
der; holineſs without which no man fhall ſee the 

ord 


Tueſday 2. I went to many, who once heard the 


word with joy; but when the ſun aroſe, the ſeed 
withered away, Yet ſome {till defired to follow 
their Lord. But the world ſtood fawning or 
threatening between them. In the evening [| 
ſhewed them the tender mercies of God, and his 
readineſs ſtill to receive them, The tears ran down 


many of their cheeks, O thou lover of ſouls, ſeek 


and fave that which is loſt! 


Wedneſday. g. I had. a little leiſure to take a 
view, of the ſhattered condition of things here, 
The poor priſoners both in the Caſtle and in the 
City priſon, had now none that cared for their 
ſouls, none to inſtruct, adviſe, comfort and build 
them up in the knowledge and love of the Lord 
Jeſus. None was left to viſit the Work. houles, 


where allo we uſed to meet with the moſt moving 
objects of compaſſion. Our little ſchool, where 


about twenty poor children, at a time, had been 
taught for many years, was on the point of being 
broke up; there being none now, either to ſup- 
port, or to attend it, And molt of thoſe in the 


town, who were once knit together, and ſtrength- 


enced one another's hands in God, were torn a{un- 
der and ſcattered abroad, It ts time for thee, Lord, 
to lay to thy hand! 

At eleven, a little company of us met to intreat 
God, for the remnant. that was left, He imme- 


diately gave us a token for good. One who'had 


been long in the gall of bitterneſs, full of wrath, 
ſtrife and envy, particularly againſt one whom ſhe 
had once tenderly loved, role up and ſhewed the 
change God had wrought in her ſoul, by falling 
upon her neck, and with many tears ki ling her. 
The ſame ſpirit we found reviving in others allo ; 
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ſo that we left them, not without hope, that the 


ſeed which had been ſown even here, fall take 
root downward, and bear fruit upward, 

About {ix in the evening I came to Burford - 
and at ſeven preached to, it was judged, twelve or 
fifteen hundred people, on Chriſt made unto us wif- 
dom and righteouſneſs and ſanctiſ cation and redemp- 
tion, Finding many approved of what they had 
heard, that they might not reſt in that approbation, 
I explained an hour or two after, the holineſs of a 
Chriſtian : and in the morning I ſhewed the wa 
to this holineſs, by giving both the falſe and the 


true anſwer to that important queſtion, Hat muſt 
1 do to be ſaved? 


About three in the afternoon, I came to Mr. 
8 's at Bengeworth, near Eveſiam, At 
five I expounded in his houſe (part of the thir- 
teenth chapter of the hrſt of Corinthians) and at 
ſeven 1a the ſchool-houſe, where I invited all who 
had nothing to pay, to come and accept of free for- 
giveneſs. In the morning I preached near Mr. 
5 —'$ houſe, to a ſmall ſerious congregation, 
on thoſe words, I came not to call the righteous, but 
finners to r'pentance, 7 | 

In the evening I reached Glouceſter, Saturday 6. 
At five in the evening I explained to about a thou- 
ſaad people, The nature; the cauſe, and the con- 
dition or inſtrument of juſtification, from theſe 
words, To him that worketh not, but belteveth on him 
that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith his counted to him 
tor righteouſneſs. 
Sunday 7. A few, I truſt, out of two or three 


thouſand, were awakened by the explanation of 


thoſe words, God hath not given unto you the ſpirit 
of bondage again to fear: but he hath given unto you 
the ſpirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
About eleven I preached at Runwick, ſeven miles 
from Glouceſter, The church was much crowded, 
though a thouſand or upwards, ſtayed in the 
church-yard. In the afternoon I explained fug- 
ther the ſame words, What muſt I do to be faved ? 

| I believe 


„5 


I believe ſome thouſands were then preſent, more 
than had been in the morning. O what a harveſt 
is here! When will it pleaſe our Lord, to fend 
more labourers into his harveſt? | 

Between five and fix I called on all who were 
Preſent (about three thouſand) at Stanley, on a little 
Green near the town, to accept of Chriſt, as their 
only wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication and redemp- 
tion. I was ſtrengthened to ſpeak as I never did 
before, and continued ſpeaking near two hours: 
the darkneſs of the night, and a little lightning not 
leflening the number, but increaſing the ſeriouſneſs 
of the hearers, I concluded the day by expound- 
ing part of our Lord's ſermoa on the Mount, to a 
imall ſerious company at Ebly, 

Monday 8. About eight I reached ampton- 
Common, nine or ten miles from Gloucefter, There 
were, it was computed, five or fix thouſand per- 
ſons. I exhorted them all, to come unto God, as 
Having nothing to pay. I could gladly have ſtayed 
longer with this loving people; but I was now 
ſtraitened for time. After ſermon I therefore 
haſtened away, and in the evening came to 
Briſtol. 5 

Tueſday 9. My brother and I rode to Bradford. 
Finding there had been a general miſrepreſentation 
of his laſt ſermon, as if he had aſferted reprobation 
therein, whereby many were-greatly offended, he 
was conſtrained to explain himſelf on that head, 
and to ſhew in plain and ſtrong words, that God 
willet all men to be ſaved, Some were equally of- 
fended at this, But whether men will hear or 
whether they will forbear; we may not fhun to 
declare unto them, all the counſel of God. : 

At our return in the evening not being permitted 
to meet any longer at Weaver's- Hall, we met in 
a large room on Temple-Backs where (having 
gone through the ſermon on the Mount and the 
Epiſtles of St. John) I began that of St. James, 
that thoſe who had already learned the true 
nature of inward holineſs, might be more fully 


inſtructed 
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inſtructed in outward holineſs, without which 
allo we cannot ſee the Lord, 


+ 


; Wedneſday 10, Finding many to be in heavineſs, 

whom I had left full of peace and joy, I exhorted 
: them at Baptiſt-Milis, to lor unto Jeſus, the author 
: and finiſher of our faith, We poured out our 
; complaint before him in the evening, and found 


that he was again with us of a truth, One came 
11 to us ſoon after I was gone home, who was ſtill in 
 F grievous darkneſs, But we commended her cauſe 
to God, and he immediately reſtored the light of 
his countenance, 

Thurſday 11, We were comforted by the coming 
in of one, who was a notorious drunkard and gom- 
mon {wearer, But he is waſhed, and old things are 
paſſed away. Such power belongeth unto God, In 
the evening our Lord roſe on many who were 
{ * wounded, with healing in his wings : and others 
| who till then were careleſs and at eaſe, felt the 

two-edged ſword that cometh out of his mouth, 

One of theſe ſhewed the agony of her ſoul by 
crying aloud to God for help, to the great offence 
of many, who eagerly rebuked /er that ſhe ſhould 
hold her peace. She continued in great torment all 
night, finding no reſt either of ſoul or body, But 
while a few were praying for her in the morning, 
God delivered her out of her diſtreſs, 

Friday 12, We had freſh occation to obſerve the 
darkneſs which was fallen on many who lately | 
rejoiced in God, But he aid not long hide his | 
face from them. On Wedneſday the ſpirit of many | 

4 revived ; on Thurſday evening many more found 
him in whum they had believed, to be à preſent 
| help in time of trouble, And never do I remember 
7 the power of God to have been more eminently 
preſent than this morning: when a cloud of wit- 
neſſes declared his breaking the gates of brafs, and 
Jmiling the bars of iron in under. 
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Yet I could not but be under ſome concern, 
with regard to one or two perſons, who were for. 
mented in an unaccountable manner, and ſeemed 
to be indeed lunatick as well as fore vexed, But 
while I was muſing, What would be the iſſue of 
theſe things, the anſwer I received from the word 
of God was, Glory be to God in the higheſt, and on 
earth peace, good will towards men. 

Soon after I was ſent for to one of thoſe, who 
was ſo ſtrangely torn by the devil, that I almoſt 
wondered her relations did not ſay, © Much re- 
ligion hath made thee mad,” We prayed Ged to 
bruiſe Satan under her feet, Immediately we had 
the petition we aſked: of him, She cried ont 
vehemently, He is gone, he is gone!” And 
was filled with the ſpirit of love and of a found 
mind. I have ſeen her many times ſince, ſtrong 
in the Lord. When I aſked abruptly, „What 
do you deſire now?“ She anſwered, „Heaven.“ 
I aſked, What is in your heart?“ She replied, 
6 God.” I aſked, But how is your heart when 
any thing provokes you?“ She ſaid, © By the 
grace of God, I am not provoked at any thing. 
All the things of this world paſs by me as ſhadows.” 
Ye have ſeen the end of the Lord, Is he not very 
pitiful and of tender mercy ? 

We had a refreſhing meeting at one with many 
of our Society; who fail not to oblerve as health 

ermits, the weekly faſt of our church, and will do 
o by God's help, as long as they call themſelves 
members of it, And would to God, all who con- 
tend for the Rites and Ceremonies of the church 
(perhaps with more zeal and meekneſs of wiſdom) 
would firſt ſhew their own regard for her dil- 
cipline, in this more important branch of it! 

At four I preached near, the F:/i- Ponds (at the 
deſire of one who had long laboured under the 
apprehenſion of it) on the blaſphemy againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, that is according to the plain ſcrip- 

tural account, The openly and maliciouſiy afſerting, 
| | | | tat 
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that the miracles of Chrift were wrought by the power 
of the devil. | 
Saturday 13. I was with one, who being in deep 
anguilh of ſpirit, had been the day before to aſk a 
Clergyman's advice, He told her, © Her head 
| was out of order, and ſhe muſt go and take phyſic,“ 
| In the evening we called upon God for medicine, 
to heal thoſe that were broken in heart, And five 
4 who had long been in the ſhadow of death, knew 
1 they were paſſed from death unto | fe. 
1 The ſharp froſt in the morning, Sunday 14, did 
=_ not prevent about fifteen hundred, from being at 
= Hannam, to whom I called, in the words of our 
gracious Maſter, Come unto me, all ye that are weary 
and are heavy-laden, and I will give you reſt, In the 
evening we claimed and received the promiſe, for 
{ſeveral who were weary and heavy-laden. 
Monday 15. Upon a preſſing invitation, ſome 
time fince received, I ſet out for Wales, About 
four in the afternoon, I preached on a little Green, 
at the foot of the Devauden (a high hill, two or 
three miles beyond Chepſtow) to three or four hun- 
dred plain people, on Chriſt our wi/dom, righteou- | 
| neſs, ſanflification and redemption. After ſermon, = 
one who I truſt is an old diſciple of Chriſt, wil» 
lingly received us into his houſe : whither many 
following, I ſhewed them their need of a Saviour, 
from theſe words, Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, In 
the morning I deſcribed more fully the way to ſal- 
vation, Believe in the Lord Jeſus, and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved : and then taking leave of my friendly hoſt, 
before two came to Abergavenny. 
I felt in myſelf a ſtrong averſion to preaching 
here. However I went to Mr,, V (the 
perſon in whoſe ground Mr. Whitefield preached) 
to deſire the uſe of it. He ſaid, „With all his 
heart——if the miniſter was not willing to let me 
have the uſe of the church :*” after whoſe refuſal 
(for I wrote a line to him immediately) he invited 
me to his houſe. About a thouſand people ſtood 
patiently (though the — was ſharp, it being after 


fun-ſet) 


1 


ſun-ſet) while from Akts xxviii, 22, I ſimply de- 
ſcribed the plain, old religion of the church of 
England, which is now almoſt every where ſpoken 
againſt, under the new name of Methodiim., An 
hour after I explained it a little more fully, in a 
neighbouring boule, ſhewing how God hath exalted 
Jeſus to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance 
and remiſſion of fins, 

Wedneſday 15, The froſt was ſharper than 
before. However five or fix hundied people 
ſtayed, while I explained the nature of that fal- 
vation which is through faith, yea faith alone: 
and the nature of that living faith, through which 
cometh this ſalvation, About noon I came to U, 
where J preached to a ſmall company of poor 
people, on thoſe words, The Son of man 1s come, 
to fave that which is loſt, One grey-headed man 
wept and trembled exceedingly : and another who 
was there (I have fince heard) as well as two or 
three who were at the Devauden, are gone quite 
diſtracted. That is, they mourn and refule to be 
comforted, till they have redemption through his 
blood. 

When I came to Ponty-Pool in the afternoon, 
being unable to procure a more convenient 

lace, I ſtood in the ſtreet, and cried aloud to five 
or {ix hundred attentive hearers, To believe in the 
Lord Jeſus, that they might be ſaved. In the 
evening I ſhewed his willingneſs to ſave, all who 
deſire to come unto God through him, Many 
were melted into tears. It may be, that ſome will 
bring forth fruit with pat ience. 

Thurſday 18. I endeavoured to cut them off from 
all falſe ſupports and vain dependencies, by ex- 
plaining and applying that fundamental truth, 
To him that worketh not, but beliereth on him that 
Juſtifieth the ungoaly, his faith is counted to ham for 
righteouſneſs. | 

When we were at the Devauden on Monday, a 
poor woman who lived {ix miles off, came thither 


in great heavineſs, She was deeply convinced of 
An, 


13 
fin, and weary of it; but found no way to eſcape 
from it, She walked from thence to Abergavenny 
on Tueſday, and on Wedneſday from Avergavenny 
to Ut. Thence in the afternoon {the came to 
Ponty- Pool; where between twelve and one in the 
morning, aſter a ſharp conteſt in her foul, our 
Lord got unto himſelf the victory: and the love of 
God was ſhed abrozd in her heart, teſtifying that 
her ſias were forgiven her. She went on her way 
rejoicing to Cardiſf : whither I came in the aftet= 
noon. 'And about five {the miniſter not being 
ö willing I ſhould preach in the church on a weeks 
! day) I preached in the Shire-Hall (a large con- 
| venient place) on Believe and thou ſhalt be faved. 
Several were there who laboured much to make a 
diſturbance, | But our Lord ſuffered them not, At 
ſeven I explained to a much more numerous 
audience, the bleſſedneſs of mourning and poverty of 
ſpirit, Deep attention ſat on the faces of the 
hearers: many of whom, I truſt, have believed our 
report. | 

Friday 19, I preached in the morning at Newport, 
on IVhat muſt I do to be faved ? to the moſt inſen- 
ible, ill-behaved people I have ever ſeen in Wales, 
One antient man, during a great part of the ſermon, 
curſed and {wore almoſt inceſſantly: and towards 
the concluſion took up a great ſtone, which he 
many times attempted to throw, But that he could 
not do. Sꝗuch the champions! Such the 
arms againſt field-preaching ! 

At four I preached at the Shire- Hall of Cardiff 
again, where many Gentry, I found were preſent, 
Such freedom of ſpeech I have ſeldom had, as was 
given me in explaining thoſe words, The kingdom 
of God is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs and 
peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. At {ix almoſt the 

whole town J was informed) came together, to 
whom I explained the fix laſt beatitudes, but my 
heart was fo enlarged, I knew not how to give 

over, ſo that we continued there three hours. O 

K 2 may 
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may the ſeed they have received, have its fruit 
unto holineſs, and in the end, everlaſting life! 
Saturday 20. I returned to Briſtol. I have ſeen 

no part of England ſo pleaſant for ſixty or ſeventy 
miles together, as thoſe parts of Wales | have been 
in. And moſt of the inhabitants are indeed ripe 
for the goſpel, I mean (if the expreſſion appear 
{trange) they are earneſtly deſirous of being inſtructed 
in it: and as utterly ignorant of it they are, as any 
Creek or Cherikee Indian, . I do not mean they are 
Ignorant of the name of Chriſt, Many of them 
can fay both the Lord's prayer and the Belief, 
Nay and ſome, all the Catechiſm : but take hem 
out of the road of what they have learned by rote, 
and they know no more (nine in ten of thoſe with 
whom I converſed) either of goſpel ſalvation or of 
that faith, whereby alone we can be ſaved, than 
Chicali or Tomo Chachi, Now, what ſpirit is he of, 
who had rather theſe poor creatures ſhould periſh 
tor lack of knowledge, than that they ſhould be 
ſaved, even by the exhortations of Howe! Harris 
or an Itinerant Preacher? 

Finding a ſlackneſs creeping in among them who 

had begun to run well, on Sunday 21. both in the 
morning and in the afternoon, I enforced thoſe 
words, As ye have received the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
fo walk ye in him. In the evening I endeavoured 
to quicken them farther, by deſcribing pure and 
undefiled religion: and the next day to encourage 
them in purſuing it, by enforcing thoſe words of 
our ble ſſed Maſter, In the world ye hall have tribu- 
lation; but be of good cheer : J have overcome the 
world. | | 

"Tueſday 2g, In riding to Bradford, I read over 
Mr, book on the New- Birth: philoſo- 
phical, ſpeculative, precarious; Behmeniſi, void 
pd vain! 


O what a fall is there! 


At eleven I preached at Bearfeld to- about three 
thouſand, on the Spirit of Nature, of Bondage, and 
of Adoption, Returning 


a7] 


Returning in the evening, I was exceedingly 
preſt, to go back to a young woman in Kingsweod. 
The fact I nakedly relate, and leave every man to 
his own judgment of it. I went, She was nine- 
teen or twenty years old, but (it ſeems) could not 
write or read. I found her on the bed, two or 
three perſons holding her, It was a terrible fight, 
Anguiſh, horror and deſpair, above all deſcription, 
appeared in her pale face. The thouſand diſtor- 
tions of her whole body ſhewed, how the dogs of 
hell were gnawing at her heart. The ſhrieks in- 
termixed were ſcarce to be endured, But her ſtony 
eyes could not weep, She {creamed out, as ſoon 
as words could find their way, “I am damned, 
damned; loſt for ever. Six days ago you might 
have helped me, But it is paſt, I am the Devil's 
now. I have given myſelf to him, His I am. 
Him I muſt ſerve. With him I muſt go to hell. 
I will be his, I will ſerve him. I will go with 
him to hell. I cannot be ſaved. I will not be 
ſaved. I muſt, I will, I will be damned,” She 
then began praying to the Devil. We began 


6 Arm of the Lord, awake, awake! 


She immediately ſunk down as aſleep : but as ſoon 
as we left off, broke out again, with unexpreſſible 
vehemence, 
© Stony hearts, break! Iam a warning to you, 
Break, break, poor, ſtony hearts! Will you not 
break ? What can be done more for ſtony hearts p 
I am damned, that you may be ſaved, Now break, 
now break, poor, ſtony hearts! You need not be 
damned, though I muit.” She then fixed her eyes 
on the corner of the cicling and ſaid, “* There he 
is, Ay, there he is, Come, good Devil, come. Take 
me away. You ſaid, you would dalh my brains 
out, Come do it quickly, I am yours, I will 
be yours. Come juſt now, Take me away.“ We 
interrupted her by calling again upon God; on 
which ſhe ſunk down as before; and another 
| K 3 | young 
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young woman began to roar as loud as ſhe had 
done, My brother now came in, it being about 
nine o'clock, We continued in prayer till paſt 


eleven: when God in a moment ſpoke peace into 


the foul, firſt of the firſt-tormented, and then of 
the other. And they both joined in ſinging praiſe 
to him, who had ftilled the enemy and the 
avenger. 

Wedneſday 24. I preached at Baptiſt- Mills on 
thoſe words of St, Paul, ſpeaking in the perſon of 
one under the law (that is, ſtill Carnal, and ſold 


under fin, though groaning for deliverance) I know 


that in me duwelleth no good thing. A poor woman 
told me afterwards, I does hope as my huſband wont 


 hunder me any more. For I minded he did ſhiver 


every bone of him, and the tears ran down his cheeks 
lite the rain. I warned our little Society in the 
evening, To beware of levity, ſlackneſs in good 


works, and 41 N little things; which had 
4 


cauſed many to fall again into bondage. 

Thurſday 253. I was ſent for to one in Briſtol, 
who was taken ill the evening before. (This fact 
too I will fimply relate, ſo far as I was an ear, 
or eye-witneſs of it.) She lay on the ground, 
furiouſly gnaſhing her teeth, and after awhile 
roared aloud, It was not eaſy for three or four 
perſons to hold her, eſpecially when the name of 
Jeſus was named, We prayed; the violence of 
her ſymptoms ceaſed, though without a compleat 


_ deliverance. 


In the evening, being ſent for to her again, I 
was unwilling, indeed afraid to go; thinking it 
would not avail, unleſs ſome who were ſtrong in 
faith, were to. wreſtle with God for her, I opened 
my Teſtament on thoſe words, I was afraid, and 
went and hid thy talent in the earth. I ſtood re- 
proved and went immediately. She began ſcream- 
ing beſore I came into the room; then broke out 
into a horrid laughter, mixt with blaſphemy, 
grievous. to hear, One who from many circum- 
itances apprehended a preternatural agent to be 

concerned 
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concerned in this, aſking, © How didſt thow dare 
to enter into a Chriſtian?” Was anſwered, * She 
is not a Chriſtian, She is mine,” Q, Doſt 
thou not tremble at the name of Jeſus?” No words 
followed, but ſhe ſhrunk back and trembled ex- 
ceedingly, Q. Art thou not increaſing thy own 
damnation?” It was faintly anſwered, * Ay, ay :” 


- 


which was followed by freſh curling and blaf- 


pbeming. 

My brother coming in, ſhe cried out, © Preacher! 
Field-preacher! 1 do not love field-preaching,” 
This was repeated two hours together, with ſpit- 


ting and all the expreſſions of ſtrong averſion, 


We left her at twelve, but called again about 
noon, on Friday 27, And now it was that God 
ſhewed, he heareth the prayer. All her pangs 
ceaſed in a moment. She was filled with peace, 
and knew - that the Son of wickedneſs was de- 
parted from her, | 

Saturday 28, I was ſent for to Kingswood again, 
to one of thoſe who had been fo ill before. A 
violent rain began juſt as I ſet out, fo that I was 
throughly wet in a few minutes, Juſt at that time, 


the woman (then three miles off) cried out, 


+ Yonder comes Meſtey, galloping as fait as he can.“ 
When I was come, I was quite cold and dead, and 
fitter for ſleep than prayer. She burſt out into a 
horrid laughter and ſaid, © No power, no power; 
no faith, no faith. She is mine, Her ſoul is mine, 
I have her and will not let her go,” 

We begged of God to increaſe our faith, Mean 
while her pangs increaſed more and more: ſo that 
one would have imagined, by the violence of the 
throes, her body muſt have been ſhattered to 
pieces, One who was cleaily convinced this was 
no natural diſorder, ſaid, „I think Satan is let 
looſe. I fear, he will not ſtop here.“ And added, 
command thee, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
to tell if thou haſt commiſſion to torment any 


other ſoul ?”” It was immediately anſwered, I 


have, 4— C- r, and 5 


h 5. 
7 (Two 


Ens) F 


(Two who lived at ſome diſtance, and were then 
in perfect health.) 

We took ourſelves to prayer again, 0 ceaſed 
not, till ſhe began, about ſix o'clock, with a clear 
Voit, and compoled, cheerful look, 


& Praiſe God from whom all | Hleſlings flow!“ 


Sunday 28, I preached once more at Brodſord 
at one in the afternoon. The violent rains did 
not hinder more, I believe, than ten' thouſand, 
from earneſtly attending to what I ſpoke on thoſe 
ſolemn words, I take you to record this day, that 1 
am pure from the blood of all men. For I have not 
un ned to declare unto you all the counſel of God. 
Returning in the evening, I called at Mrs. 7—'s 
in Kingswood, S—— J——s and L y C——r 
Was there, It was ſcarce a quarter of an hour, 
before L——y C——r fell into a ſtrange agony, 
and pieſently after, 5 4 The 
violent convulſions all over their bodies, were 
ſuch as words cannot deſcribe, Their cries and 
groans were too horrid to be borne: till one of 
them in a tone not to be expreſſed, ſaid, © Where 
is your faith now ? Come, go to prayers, I will 
oy with you. Our Father which art in heaven.” 
e took the advice, from whomſoever it came, 
and poured out our ſouls before God, till L——y 
.C r's agonies ſo increaſed, that it ſeemed ſhe 
was in the pangs of death, But in a moment God 
ſpoke; ſhe knew his voice, and both her body and 
ſoul were healed, 
We continued in prayer til! near one, when 
8 ——'5 voice was allo changed, and ſhe 
began itrongly to call upon God, This ſhe did 
for the greateſt part of the night. In the morning 
we renewed our prayers, u hilt the was crvin 
continually, © I burn, I burn; O what thall Ido? 
J have a fire within me, I cannot bear it, Lord 
Jeſus! Help!” Amen, Lord Jeſus! When thy 
time is COme, 
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Wedneſday 


1 


Wedneſday 31. I ſtrongly enforced on thoſe who 
imagine they believe, and do not, As the body with- 
out the ſpirit is dead, ſo faith without works is dead 
alſo, The power of God was in an unuſual man- 
ner preſent at the meeting of the Bands in the 
evening, Six or ſeven were deeply convinced of 
their unfaithfulneſs to God, and two filled again 
with his love, But poor M . remained 
as one without hope. Her ſoul refuſed comfort. 
She could neither pray herſelf, nor bear to hear 
us. At laſt ſhe cried out, Give me the book and I 
will ſing. She began giving out line by line (but 
with ſuch an accent as art could never reach.) 


Why do theſe cares my ſoul divide, 
If thou indeed haſt ſet me free P 
Why am I thus, if God hath died, 
I God hath died, to purchaſe me p 
Around me clouds of darkneſs roll; 
In deepeſt nights I ſtill walk on: 
Heavily moves my damned ſoul, — 


Here we were obliged to interrupt her: we again 
betook ourſelves to prayer, and her heart was eaſed, 
though not ſet at liberty, | 

Thurſday, Nov. 1, I ſet'out and the next even- 
ing came to Reading, where a little company of us 
met in the evening, at which the zealous mob was 
ſo enraged, they were ready to tear the houſe down, 
Therefore I hope God has a work to do in this 
place. In thy time let it be fulfilled ! 

About this time I received a letter from the 
Author of theſe reflections which I mentioned 
July gi. An extract of which I have ſubjoined. 


Reverend SIR, 


S I wrote the Rules and Conſiderations, | in 

No. 23, of Country Common-Senſe | with an 

eye to Mr, IWhitefeeld, yourſelf and your oppoſers, 
from a ſincere deſite to do ſome ſervice to Chril- 
tianity 


-_ 
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tianity according to the imperſect notions I had at 
that time of the real merits of the cauſe: I at the 
ſame time reſolved, to take any opportunity that 
ſhouid offer for my better information. | 

On this principle it was, that I made one of your 
audience, Oct. 23, at. Bradford, And becauſe I 
thought I could form the beſt judgment of you and 
your doctrines from your ſermen, 1 reſolved to 
hear that firſt: which was the rezeſon, that altho' 
by accident, | was at the ſame houſe, and waiked 
two miles with you, to the place you preached at, 
I ſpoke little or nothing to you. I] muſt confeſs, 
Sit, that the diſcourſe you made that day, wherein 
you preſt your hearers in the cloſeſt manner, and 


with the authority of a true miniſter of the goſpel, 


not to ſtop at faith only, but to add to it all virtues, 
and to ſhew forth their faith, by every kind 

good works, convinced me of the great wrong done 
you by a publick report, common in people's 
mouths, That you preach faith without works, 
For, That is the only ground of prejudice which 
any true Chriſtian can have: and 1s the ſenſe in 
which your adverſaries would take your words, 
when they cenſure them. For That we are juſ- 
tified by faith only, is the dofrine of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the dottrine of his Apoſtles and the doctrine of 


the church of England, I am aſhamed that after 


having lived twenty-nine years, fince my * py 
into this faith ſhould ſpeak cf it in the lame, 
unfaithful, I may ſay, falſe manner I have done in 
the paper abovementioned! What mere darkneſs 

is man, when truth hideth her face from bim! 
Man is by nature a finner, the child of the Devil, 
under God's wrath, in a ſtate of damnation, The 
Son of God took pity on this our miſery : he made 
himſelf man, he made himſelf fin for us; that is, 
He hath borne the puniſhment of our fin, the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, and by 
his ſtripes we are healed. To receive this bound- 
leſs mercy, this ineſtimable benefit, we muſt have 
faith in our Bene factor, and through him in mos 
| ut 
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But then, true faith is not a lifeleſs principle, as 
your adverſaries ſeem to underſtand it. They and 

you mean quite another thing by faith, They 
mean, A. bare beheving, that Jeſus is the Chriſt, 
You mean a living, growing, purtfying principle, 
which 1s the root both of inward and outward 
holineſs; both of purity and good works: with- 
out which no man can have faith, at leaſt no other 


than a dead faith, f | 


Thus, Sir, You explained in your ſermon at 
Bradford, Sunday, Oct, 28, to near ten thouſand 
people, who all ſtood to hear you, with awful 
lence and great attention, I have ſince reflected 
how much good the Clergy might do, if inſtead of 
ſnunning, they would come to hear and converſe 
with you; and in their churches and pariſhes, 
would farther enforce thoſe Catholic 333 
which you preach: and which I am glad to ſee 
have ſuch a ſurpriſing good effect, on great numbers 
of ſouls. _ | | | 

I think indeed, too many Clergymen are culpable, 
in that they do not inform themſelves better, of 
Mr, VV d, yourſelf and your doftrines, from 


your own mouths: I am perſuaded, if they did 


this with a Chriſtian ſpirit, the differences between 
you would ſoon be at an end, Nay, I think, thoſe 
whoſe flocks reſort ſo much to hear you, ought to 
do it, out of their Paſtoral duty to them ; that if 
you preach good doctrine, they may edify them, 
on the impreſſions fo viſibly made by your ſermons, 
or if evil, they may reclaim them from error, 

I ſhall conclude this letter with putting you in 
mind, in all your ſermons, writings and practice, 
nakedly to follow the naked Jeſus: I mean, to 
preach the pure doctrine of the goſpel without 
reſpe& of perſons or things. Many Preachers, 
many Reformers, many Miſſionaries, have fallen 
by not obſerving this; by not having continually 
in mind, WWhoſoever ſhall break the leaſt of theſe com- 
mandments, and teach men fo, he hall be called the 
eaſt in the kingdom of heaven. 
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